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T H E following Sermons are intended, primarily, 
for the uſe of thoſe pious and zealous perſons, 
who, pitying the deplorable ignorance of their poor 
neighbours, are accuſtomed to go into country vil- 
lages to inſtru them: a practice, which, though but 
lately adopted, bids fair to produce the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial and extenſive advantages. A ſcarcity of diſcourſes, 
exactly fitted for this benevolent purpoſe, has been 
juſtly complained of ; for though there are hundreds 
of admirable ſermons extant, yet, as moſt of them were 
oHginally calculated to edify intelligent and well-in- 
formed congregations, and were publiſhed on account 
of ſome ſuperior excellence in ſtyle or compoſition, 
they are ill-ſuited to the inſtruction of a ruſtic and 
untaught people. This has induced the author to 
attempt a few village ſermons—very plain, and ſhort, 
yet on the moſt intereſting ſubjects, and with fre- 
quent appeals to the conſcience, 


Theſe diſcourſes may alſo be uſeful to families, 
eſpecially thoſe who cannot procure more expenſive 
volumes. Serious maſters may permit them to be 
laid in the kitchen for the uſe of the ſervants. 
The Teachers of Sunday Schools, where the 
means of grace are not enjoyed, may, perhaps, 
think proper to read them to the children. And, as 
each ſermon is printed independent of the reſt, and 
may 
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may be readily ſeparated, generous chriſtians may have 
opportunity to diſtribute among their tenants, work- 
men, or ſervants, a number of religious tracts, at a 
very ſmall expence, adapting the ſubject to the par- 
ticular object of their charity. 


The Author begs leave to ſuggeſt, that after a ſer- 
mon has been read in a village, it may be expedient 
to leave copies of it, or one at leaſt, with the people; 
that by a ſecond reading, in private, the important 
truth, that was publicly recommended to their at- 
tention, may be better underſtood, and more deeply 
confidered, 


In ſeveral different ſermons, fome of the ſame 
ſentiments may be obſerved to recur; this the Author 
was not anxious to avoid, becauſe he judged that the 
perſons, whoſe profit he had in view, needed to 
have line upon line and precept upon precept.”? 
Happy will he be, if, by the peruſal of them, any 
of his fellow men be “ turned from darkneſs into 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God ;” to 
whoſe bleſſing the following pages are committed. 
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The Converſion of the Jailer. 


ON '% 
ACTS xvi. 410; 1. 
rth. JO, 3 
it, Siri, what muſt I do to be ſaved? And they ſaid, 
Believe an the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt 
be ſaved. 
. 
t, 35. 
YAINTED FOR r. CHAPMAN, FLEET STREET. 
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and his anger againſt their perſecutors, there was, all 
on a ſudden, a very great and awful earthquake, ſo 
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ACTS xv1. 30, 31. 


Sire, what muſt I do to be ſaved ® And they ſaid, Believe © 
on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


HE queſtion I have read to you was aſked by © 
the Jailer at Philippi, and the anſwer was given 1 
by Paul and Silas. The caſe was this. Paul and Silas 
were taken up for preaching the goſpel, and brought 
before the rulers. Ihe rulers unjuſtly cauſed them 
to be ſeverely whipped, and then“ caſt them into pri- 
ſon, charging the Jailer to keep them ſafely ; who, hav- 
Ing received ſuch a charge, thruſt them into the inner 
priſon, and made their feet faſt in the ſtocks.” 

But theſe good men were not unhappy. Their 
maſter was with them, and filled their hearts with 
joy: ſo that, even at midnight, they could not refrain 
from ſinging praiſes to God; and their fellow priſon- 
ers, in other dungeons, heard them with ſurpriſe. 

Juſt then, that God might ſhew his regard to them, 


that the foundation of the priſon was ſhaken by it. 
At the ſame time, all the doors flew open ; and all 
the bonds and fetters that were on them, and the reſt 1 
of the priſoners, dropped off at once. 4 

The keeper of the jail, ſtarting up from his ſleep, c 
and finding the priſoners at liberty, was ſo terrified 


leſt he ſhould be charged with a breach of truſt in 


letting them eſcape, that he drew his ſword, and was 
going to ſtab himſelf. 


But 


De 


SERMON I. | 3 


But Paul, knowing his wicked deſign, and moved 
with pity for him, though he had uſed them ſo ill, cried 
out aloud, © Do thy ſelf no harm, for we are all here.“ 
The Jailer, calling for a light, ran withall ſpeed into 
the inner priſon; and being full of horror, at ſuch 
an appearance of God in favour of his ſervants; and, 
at the fame time, ſtruck by the Holy Spirit with'a 
deep conviction of his own guilt and danger; he threw 
himſelf on the ground before them, and aſked their 
direction for the relief of his ſonl, in the words of our 
text; © Sirs, what muſt 1 do to be ſaved? A more 
important queſtion was never aſked. It becomes every 
one to make the ſame inquiry; and if any of you have 
never before ſeriouſly made it, God grant you may 
do ſo now! The anſwer given, and the only proper 
anſwer that could be given, was, Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.“ May 
the Lord aſſiſt us while we conſider theſe two parts of 
the text! 

I. An impartant queſtion. 

II. A goſpel anſwer. | | 

I. The queſtion, It is in few words, but they are 
full of meaning, Let us examine it. And I ſhall 
conſider it, firſt, | 

As the language of Conviction. By conviction, I 
mean that work of the Holy Spirit on the mind of a 
finner, whereby he is convinced that he is a ſinner, 
and is properly aſfected with it. Without this, peo- 
ps try to excule or leſſen their ſias. Some lay the 

lame of their fin upon others, as Adam did upon 
Eve, and as Eve did upon the ſerpent. People in ge- 
neral think very little, and very lightly, of their fin, 
Some even make a mock of fin, and glory in it, 
This is a fad ſtate to be in. Such perſons are very 
far from God, and have no religion at all, whatever 
they may pretend to have. 
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But it is a good thing to be ſenſible of our ſin. Tr 
is the firſt work of God upon the ſoul to make it ſo. 
For this purpoſe we muſt confider the holy law of 
God, contained in the ten commandments, ** B 
the law is the knowledge of ſin.“ Thus St. Paul him- 
ſelf came to ſee he was a ſinner, as he tells us, Rom. 
vii. 9. If ever we have broken the law, even ence in 
our lives, we are ſinners : for, as it is written, Gal. 
iii, 10. © Curſed is every one that continueth not in 
all things, written in the book of the law, to do 
them.“ Now, who is there that ean pretend to fay, 
he never finned in all his life? Do you not often, at 
public prayers, ſay, you are miſerable ſinners? But 
it is one thing to fay fo, merely in a cuſtomary way; 
and another, to be ſeriouſly convinced of it, and 
deeply affected with it. 

The Holy Spirit not only brings us to admit, what 
we can hardly deny, that we have ſinned; but he alfo 
ſhews us, that we have finned much, and often, 
That we have finned in our hearts thouſands of times, 
when we have not ſeemed to others to fin. 

He alſo ſhews us the very great evil there is in fin. 
He ſhews us what abominable ingratitude there is in 
it: for ** God has nouriſhed us, and brought us up 
as children, and we have rebelled againſt him.” He 
ſhews what a hae and filthy thing fin is; that it makes 
us hateful and abominable in his fight, viler than the 
brutes that periſh. And he alſo ſhews us the danger 
there is in fin. “ The wages of ſin is death.” din 


brought all our miſeries into the world. It is owing 
to ſin that we muſt all die and return to the duſt; and 
what is worſe, ſin expoſes to the wrath of God, and 
the flames of hell for ever. Now the Jailer ſaw all 
this, and therefore cried out, What mult I do 
to be ſaved??? And this leads me next to obſerve, 
that, 
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This qreflicn beſpealts Fear. Yes, my brethren, it 
is the language of fear: it is the language of terror 
and conſternation. Whenever weare alarmed at the 
approach of ſome dreadful! evil, it is natural to cry, 
What ſhall I do? And have not finners much to 
fear? Is it not © a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God?” O] confider Ho he is that we 
have provoked by our fins. It is the great, the almighty 
God, who made the world with a word, and can 
cruſh it in a moment. It is the Lord, who hath 
his way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm, and the 
clouds are the duſt of his feet. The mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth 1s 
burned, at his preſence. Who can ſtand before his 
indignation? and who can abide in the fierceneſs of 
his anger?” Nahum i. 3—6. This is that dreadful 
God, who has ſaid “ that the wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell, with all who forget him.“ Shall we not 
fear him then? ſhall we not tremble at his preſence? 
« Yea, faith the Lord, 1 ſay unto you, fear him, who 
can not only kill the body, but caſt both body and ſoul 
into hell.” O] how would you ſhudder to ſee a fel- 
low creature burning at a ſtake; how would you with 
that death would ſpeedily end his pain! But how 
would: you feel to ſee him burning a whole hour; a 
whole day; a whole week; and all the time filling 
the air with horrid ſhrieks, and crying in vain for 
eaſe or death? Horrid as this would be, it gives but 
a faint idea of hell; that dreadful place of torment, 
* where the worm dicth not, and where the fire is 
not quenched.“ It was the dread of this, that made 
the Jailer cry, © What muſt I do to be ſaved ?”” And it 
was well for him, that he forcfaw the evil, and found 
a refuge from it. God grant we may all do the ſame. 
But there is more in the queſtion, 
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It is alſo the language of Deſire; earneſt, ardent 
deſire. The natural man deſires only carnal things. 
What ſhall I eat, what ſhall I drink, what ſhall 1 
wear? How may I be rich, and happy, and reſpected? 
or, as the P'ſalmiſt expreſſes it, Who will ſhew me 
any good ?”'--any worldly good, any temporary good. 
But“ that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit.” The 
awakened ſoul has new deſires; ar rather, all his de- 
fires are brought into one, and that one is falva- 
tion. What ſhall I do to be /aved ?—to be deli- 
vered from the wrath to come; to have my fins par- 
doned; to be reſtored to the divine favour?“ This is 
now * the one thing needtul.” Without this, all 
things are of no value; they are leſs than nothing, 
and vanity, compared with falvation. This earneſt 
defire will ſoon be expreſſed in prayer. For the ſin- 
ner knows, that ſalvation can come only from God; 
and, as it was remarked by Chriſt himſelf, concern- 
ing Saul when converted, “ Behold, he prayeth;“ 
ſo it will always be found, that the deſire of the new- 
born foul will vent itſelf in prayer. 

The queſtion in our text 1s likewiſe the language of 
Hope. I do not mean a lively and believing hope, 
founded upon the goſpel, but a feeble, wavering hope, 
ariſing from a general notion of the mercy of God. 
For there is in the minds of all mankind, ſome no- 
tion that God is merciful, and may poſſibly pardon ; 
and though this is too often abuſed, and people en- 
courage themſelves by it to go on in fin, yet it is of 
great ſervice to convinced ſinners, and keeps them 
trom deſpair, till the Spirit of God leads them by the 
goſpel to know that there is indeed forgiveneſs with 
him, and that the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all 
fin. Therefore the poor Jailer, though a blind hea- 
then, does not ſay, there is no mercy for me. 1 
am ſuch a ſinner I never can be ſaved;“ but his 

3 | queſtion 
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queſtion ſeems to ſay, as the repenting Ninevites ſaid, 
on the preaching of Jonah, Who can tell if God 
will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 
anger that we periſh not?” Jonah iii. 9. 
Once more, we may obſerve, that the failer's queſ- 
tion includes a confeſſion of his Ignorance, He wanted 
to be ſaved, but he knew not how: nor can any mare 
know this aright till he is taught of God. It is the 
true character of natural men, as mentioned Rom. 111. 
17. that „the way of peace they have not known.“ 
By the fall of man, in Adam, “ darkneſs has covered 
the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people.” And this 
13 the ſtate, not only of the poor heathens, who have 
not the Bible, but of a great many called Chriſtians. 
How many are there, among us, who are entirely ig- 
norant of the way in which poor ſinners are ſaved by 
Jeſus Chriſt ! But to remove this fatal darkneſs, Chriſt 
has commanded his miniſters. to“ preach the goſpel 
to every creature,” Paul and Silas were ſo employed, 
before they were caſt into priſon. It had been de- 
clared in the city concerning them“ Theſe men 
are the ſervants of the moſt high God, which ſhew 
unto us the way of ſalvation,” ver. 17. As ſoon, 
therefore, as the Jailer was convinced of his need of 
falvation, and his ignorance, he carneſtly defires to 
be taught by them. He no longer reviles and abuſes 
theſe miniſters of Chriſt, but applies to them for in- 
ſtruction. And thus it will be with all who are trul 
ferious. They will not mock at preachers of the for 
pel, but rather “ Stands in the way, and ſee, and aſk 
tor the old patlis; where is the good way, that the 
may walk therein, and find reſt for their fouls.” Jer. 
vi. 16. And now, ſay, my friends, whether you have 
ever felt in your minds this earneſt defire to know 
the way of God more perfectly? For this end, do 
you bow your knces to God in prayer? Do you read 


your 
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your Bible for this purpoſe ? And with this view do 
you go to hear the miniſters of Chriſt? Be aſſured 
this is the purſuit of all who are under divine influ- 
ence. 

This queſtion is alſo the language of Legality. By 
legality, I mean cleaving to the law; or, “going about 
to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs” by the deeds of 
the law, or our good works, When God made man 
at firſt, he made a covenant of works with him. If 
he obeyed the will of God perfectly, he was to live; 
but if he failed in a fingle inſtance, he was to die. 
He did fail, and therefore could never attain life by 
his own righteouſneſs. God was pleaſed to fave him 
by grace, and not by works. In like manner, the 
Scripture aſſures us, that by grace alone we are ſaved: 
through faith; and not by any works of 1ighteoul- 
neſs which we bave done. But, till we are taught of 
God, we are all apt to think that we can ſave ourtelves, 
wholly or partly, by our own doings. be poor 
Jailer was of is mi 
mult I do to be fave” He thouglit it muſt be by 
doing ſomething that he muſt obtain the pardon. of 
his 1ins, and eternal life. 

Finally, I conſider this queſtion as the language of 


$ubmiſſion. Poor man! his heart was alarmed, and 


humbled for fin. He ſaw nothing but eternal de- 
ſtruction before him, and would give all the world 
to avoid it: and therefore he cries, what ſhall I do? 


As if he had ſaid, ſhew me my duty, and let it be 


ever ſo hard and difficult, I am ready to do it, L 
would go throngh fire or water, ſo that my precious 
ſoul may but be ſaved. And is it ſo with.you Are 
you willing to part with your fins? Depend upon it 
75 are not in the way to ſalvation till you are wil- 

ing to part with all for Chriſt: and if you are, how 
gladly will you hear the true way to ſalvation, as de- 
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this mind, and therefore aſks, What 
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clared by theſe inſpired ſervants of our Lord. T Iris 
is contained in the ſecond part of our ſubject; or, 
The goſpel anſwer, given to the Jailer's queſtion, 
This ſhort and plain anſwer is the only true one 
that can be given to the important enquiry; and it is 
of vaſt importance, that a convinced ſoul be led in the 
right way. I am afraid that ſome men, ſome mini- 
ſters, would not have given this anſwer, Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I am afraid, that if a perſon, under 
that ſcnſe of fin which J have deſcribed, were to go to 
an ungodly miniſter, and ſay, O Sir, what maſt I do 
to be ſaved? he would give different advice. He 
would ſay, „hope you have done nothing very bad. 
You have not killed any body. You have not robbed 
any body. You are no worle than your neighbours. 
} would have you lay aſide ſuch gloomy notions. G0 
into company, and be amuſed. Continue to do your 
duty, and you need not fear. But be fure you do not 
go among the Methodiſts. They will drive you mad.“ 
But you may learn from the text, that it is no mad- 
neſs to be concerned for the ſalvation of our ſouls, 
nor to be earneſt in learning how we muſt be ſaved. 
You may alſo learn who are the true miniſters of 
Chriſt ; they are thoſe who preach him, and direct 
you to flee to him for ſalvation. Now all theſe, with 
one accord, in all countries, and of all partics, will 
unite and ſay, „Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
And here you may obſerve, how falſe that notion 
is, which ſome people maintain of zealous. miniſters, 
namely, that they preach nothing but damnation ; 
whereas the ſubſtance of what we preach is ſalvation. 
It we ſay any thing of damnation, it is that you may 
avoid it, and flee to Chriſt, as. the deliverer from it. 
There is no necd for the vileſt ſinner to diſpair. St. 
Paul ſays to the Jailer, though he had been a very bad 
man, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 


be 


here given to the diſtreſſed Jailer. Th., be ſaved. 
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be ſaved.“ The goſpel is gend news, my friends. Ie 
publiſhes a free, full, everlaſting ſalvation, to the 
chief of finners. 3 
Obſerve, / bo it is, that St, Paul recommends to 
the notice of this diſtreſſed man, It is the Lord 
JEsus CHRIST. It is the Lon Dp. The maker of hea- 
ven and earth, Col. i. 16.—“ the Lord of all,” 
Acts x. 36. who came down from heaven, The 
« Son of God, who became the fon of man,“ that 
we, the children of men, might become the children 
of God, His name is called ]esus, which ſigniſies a 
Saviour, and he was fo called, becauſe “he came to 
fave us from our fins,” Matt. i. 21. Yes, this is indeed 
a © faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acc-ptation, that 
3 Chriſt came into the world, to {ave ſinners.” 
e is alſo called CHRIS H, or the Meſſiah, long pro- 
miſed, and long expected by the Jews; and it fignt- 
hes the Anointed, which implies, that he was every 
way qualified for the work of ſalvation, and appoint- 
ed to it. This then is the glorious perſon to whom a 
finner is directed to look for ſalvation. Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He exhorts him to believe. What 
I$ it to believe on him? I anſwer, it is to believe all 
that God ſays in the goſpel concerning him, fo as to 
look to him alone for ſalvation. Faith is explained 
by coming to Chri/t ; it is the application of the mind 
to him for relief. It is called receiving Chri/t ; the ſoul 
accepts him as held forth in the goſpel, in all his fay- 
ing characters and offices. It is a committing the ſoul to 
him, knowing there is ſalvation in him and in no , 
other, and humbly relying on his love and faith- F/ 
fulneſs to preſerve it unto eternal ſalvation. But the 
nature of faith is more fully confidered in another 
fermon. | 9 
Obſerve further, the comfortable aſſurance that is 
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Salvation was what he longed for. He wanted to 
now the way of it. 
Saviour, and to belicve on him, as the way of being 
faved by him; and in ſo doing he is aſſured that ſal- 
vation ſhall be his. Bleſſed be God for many precious 


He is directed to Jeſus as the 


promiſes to this purpoſe in his word. Hear what Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf ſaith, John iii. 36. Ie that believ- 
eth on the Son hath e ;” and in another 
place, John vi. 40. This is the will of him that 
ſent me, that every one that ſeeth the Son, and be- 


Aicveth on him, may have everlaſting life.“ 


1 
* 
#4 


APPLICATION. 


AND now, my friends, let me aſk you, are you 
concerned about your ſouls ? Were youever brought, 
Iike the Jailer, to aſk, with ſeriouſneſs, with earneſt- 


meſs of ſou}, what muſt I do to be ſaved? Are you 


Hot ſoon appear before your Judge? 
Will you plead? Are you ready for the ſolemn trial? 
conſider theſe things! Trifle no longer with your 
uls! Eternity is at hand. Heaven, or hell, will 


Son be your portion. And can you be unconcern- 


. Be aſſured, that ſerious conſideration, and deep 
« nviction, are abſolutel 


27 : neceſſary. There is no 
al religion without theſe, O then look up to God 


Frely deſirous of ſalvation | 
If you are concerned about your ſoul, which way 
p you look for help? If you would be ſaved, what 
purſe do you take? Do you ay, © I muſt repent and 
form?” It is true; ſo you muſt. But do you think 


WI 4 at repentance, or reformation, is ſufficient to ſave 


ſaved. 


ation 4 


— 
Ki 

2 
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Pur ſoul. No, Jeſus is the only Saviour. The Apoſ- 
ties 


Mot a finner? Are you not a 15 ſinner? Muſt you 
What, then, 


[ 
| 
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tles directed ſinners to believe in him. That is your 


firſt buſineſs. Pray for faith. It is the gift of God; 
and he will give it you, if you affe him. And if you 
truly believe, repentance and reformation will ſurely 
follow, together with all good works, by which a 
true faith is as certainly known, as a tree is diſcerned 
by its fruits. How ſoon did the Jailer prove the truth 


of his faith in this manner. He ſhewed the utmoſt - 


readineſs to hear the goſpel preached by his miniſters; 
and he joined to works of piety, thoſe of charity ; 
«© he took Paul and Silas, the ſame hour of the night, 


and waſhed their ſtripes ;** he alſo took upon himſelt 


the full profeſſion of this new and deſpiſed religion, 
by being baptiſed, and fo ſeparating himſclf from al! 
his heathen neighbours. Thus let us immediately 
ſeparate ourſelves from the vain world, and boldly 
confeſs to whom we belong; while we ſhew the 
ſtrongeſt affect ion to the miniſters and people of God. 

Finally, let all true believers take the comfort of 
theſe words: © Thou ſhalt be ſaved,” We hav not 
only the word of fellow creatures for it, but the word 


of the living God. He is faithful that has promiſed.” © 


Let vs comfort ourſelves, then, with theſe words ; 
and ſay, as St. Paul did in the proſpect of death, “ 
know whom [I have believed, and am perſuaded tha! 
he is able to keep that which 1 have committed unts 
tum.” 
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MATT HE W vil. 13, 14. 


Frey ye in at the firait gate : for wide is the gate, and 
read is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
there be which ge in thereat : Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be which find it. 
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MATTHEW vii. 13, 14. 


Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
there be which go in thercat: Becauſe jirait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way which leadeth unts life, and few 
there be that find it. 


—— ——p * a — * 


1 * is with great propriety that human life is com- 

pared to a journey, and every man to a traveller; 
for lite 1s very ſhort, and the preſent ſtate is not our 
final reit, but only preparatory to it. Every man has 
ſome particular point at which he aims, and is daily 
travelling either to heaven or hell. 

Theſe words muſt have great weight with all who 
reverence the name and authority of Jeſus Chriſt; for 
they are his words, and they contain matter of eter- 

nal importance to us all. They conſiſt of a ſhort ex- 
hortation—* Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate;“ and a 
very important reaſon for preferring that to the wide 
gate; for the wide gate leads to deſtruction, but the 
narrow to eternal life. In diſcourſing on the text, let 
us conſider, 
I. The wide gate, and the broad way, with the 
end of it. 
II. The ftrait gate, and the narrow way, with 
what it leads to. And, 
III. Enforce the exhortation—** Enter ye m at 
| the ſtrait gate.” 
| And now, O Thou that beholdeſt the evil and the 
ood ; Thou who knoweſt every heart, and ſeeſt 
which of theſe ways we are in, make the word uſeful 
to 
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SERMON II. Y 


to us all, and incline poor finners to chooſe the 
narrow way, that ſo they may find everlaſting life! 

I. We are to confider the wide gate, and the broad 
way. And what is this but fin? If there is a way to 
hell, fin is certainly that way, for « the wages of fin 
is death,” Rom. vi. 23. But, to be more particular, 
this broad way includes, 4 thoughtleſs mind—a carnal 
heart—and a wicked life. | | 

1. Athoughtleſs mind. And O how common this 
is | How many live as thoughtleſs about their fouls, 
as if they had none, They think no more of God, 
and Chriſt, and Salvation, than if they were incapa- 
ble of thinking ; they are like the beaſts that periſh. 
O prodigious and lamentable ſtupidity! Awake, O 
fleeper, ariſe, and call upon thy God, leſt thou periſh ! 
Where is thy conſcience ? What ſays death? Is it 


not approaching? O rouſe yourſelves from this dan- 


gerous lethargy, and think what you are, and where 
you are going, Some of you may be free trom the 
groſſer vices ; not chargeable, perhaps, with profane- 
neſs or drunkenneſs ; yet know, that if living in caſe 
and ſecurity, without any care about your foul and 
eternity, you are, cqually with the vileſt charactere, 
in the broad road to deſtruction, 

Again, The carnal or fle/hly heart is included ; ſo the 
Holy Ghoſt deſctibgs the heart of man in its natural 
and depraved tated The immortal mind of man, ori- 
ginally created in the image of God, and formed for 
{piritual exerciſes, is now, by the fall of Adam, be- 
come carnal. So St. Paul ſpeaks in the 8th of Ro- 
mans, verſe the 5th, „ They that are after the fleſh 
do mind the things of the fleſh; bur they that are af- 
ter the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” The carnal 
man 1s all for the world. His cares, his hopes, his 
tears, his defires, his pleaſures, his pains, his conver- 
lation is all about the world, His fleſhly mind is 


A 2 crouded 
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crouded with worldly thoughts, and, as it was at Beth - 
tehem, there is no room for Chriſt in the inn. But 
let it be oblerved, that whoever is in this caſe, is in 
the broad road; for the ſcripture declares, that“ they 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God,” and that this 
* carnal mind is enmity againſt God.“ 

Once more, obſerve that the broad way includes— 
A wicked life. A life of ſin. Whoever lives in wil- 
tul diſobedicnce to the commands of God, is aſſuredly 
in the road to deſtruction, Let none deceive them- 
ſelves with vain words, and idle excuſes. ** He that 
committeth fin is of the devil,” 1 John iii. 8. © Know 
ye not,” ſaith the apoſtle Paul, “ that the unrighte- 
ous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived : neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, ſhall! inherit 
the kingdom of God,” 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, God will 
not hold him guiltleſs who taketh his name in vain; 
nor will the ſabbath breaker eſcape unpuniſhed. 

To theſe deſtructive fins another may be added, 
which is more deſtructive than them all; namely, the 
ſin of unbelief. Though a perſon ſhould be free from 
wany of the ſins juſt mentioned, yetunbelict would be 
like a millſtone about his neck, and ſink him for ever 
into the gulph of perdition. God having, in his rich 
mercy to mankind, ſent his Son to be a Saviour, and 
ſent his goſpel to publiſh this in our ears, nothing can 
be more diſpleaſing to him than to“ neglect his great 
ſalvation,”” or “ refuſe him that ſpeaketh from hea- 
ven.” Our bleſſed Saviour, while he mercifully pro- 
miſes that „ he who believeth ſhall be ſaved,” ſo- 
lemnly declares, that“ he that belicveth not ſhall be 
damned.” Mark xvi. 16. 

This, then, is the wide gate and the broad way— 
namely, a thoughtleſs mind—a carnal heart—and a 
wicked life; all which, by unbelief, which refuſes the 
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only method of ſalvation, lead to certain and everlaſt- 
ing ruin. . 
| But you will aſk, Why are theſe things ſo deſerib- 
ed? Why are they compared to a wide gate and a 
broad way? The reaſon is plain: for as it is eaſy to 
go through a wide gate and walk in a broad road, fo - 
the ſinner finds no hindrance to his entering on a life 
of fin, and little or no difficulty in purſuing it. 
Our corrupt nature ſtrongly inclines us to fin. Da- 
vid favs, We are conceived in fin and ſhapen in ini- 
quity,” Pſalm li. 5. and that „“ the wicked are 
eſtranged from the womb: they go aſtray as ſoon as 
they be born, ſpeaking lies.” You know that chil- 
dren need no teacher to make them wicked. Sin is“ 
in our very nature, and we walk in this road of our 
own accord; it is natural and pleaſant to us; while 
we as naturally diſlike the narrow road, and deſpiſe -. 
thoſe who walk in it. a * 
HhHeſides, thoſe who are in the broad road meet with 


no hindrances from the world, or from the devil. The 


broad way is the way of the world; for, as the 
- apoſtle John ſaith, * The whole world lieth in wick- 
= edneſs,” except the happy few who are delivered from 
it by the grace of God. In this broad way all ranks 
of men may be ſeen, from kings and princes down to 
flaves and beggars. Now it is eaſy to walk in a broad 
road with a multitude, provided they are all going 
one way, which is the caſe here; and the world will 
love its own. In this road, perſons feel the great 
force of example, and plead, you know, for what they 


do, by the commonneſs of it, or its being the way of 
the world. The pleaſures of fin entice them to go 


A 
: 


forward, notwithſtanding every warning of their dan- 
ger; and the hopes of gain, and the favour of man- 


kind ſeduce them; for theſe they are afraid of loſing 
if they become religious. K ; 
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are in the narrow way; he diſputes every inch of 
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This road is wide and eaſy, becauſe the devil gives 
no diſturbance to them that walk in it. While “ the 
ſtrong man armed keeps the houſe, the goods are in 
He ſadly oppoſes the people of God who 


ground with them; but he is in league with theſe ; 
he endeavours to keep them from all fear of conſe- 


quences ; he blinds their minds, leſt the hght of the 


goſpel ſhould ſhine into them ; and he fills their 
hearts with prejudices againſt faithful preachers, who 
would point out their fin and danger. Yea, he takes 
the ſame courſe with them as he did with our firſt 
mother, when he tempted her to eat the forbidden 
fruit. God hath ſaid, „If ye eat it ye ſhall ſurely 
die;“ but this father of lies directly contradicts the 
threatening, and induces her to eat by ſaying, ©* Ye 
thall not ſurely die.” So in this cafe, our Saviour 
Plainly declares, that the broad road of fin leads to 
deſtruction ; but he deceives poor finners, and prevails 
upon them to believe, that though they live in fin 
and unbelief, they ſhall not experience the dectruc- 
tion threatened. 

But who will you believe—the God of truth, or 
the father of lies! Obſerve the text: „the broad 
road leads to deſtruction;' and O think what that 
deſtruction is. Think what * a fearful thing it is to 
fall into the hands of the living God.” Think, O 
think, of the werm that never dies, and the fire 
that is never quenched.” What would you not do 
to prevent the deſtruction of your property, the de- 


ſtruction of your dear relations, the deſtruction of 


our life ? but what are all theſe to your ſoul, your 
immortal ſoul? „ for what is a man profited if he gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul, or, what thall 
a man give in exchange for his fovl?” Well then, 


would you avoid this deſtruction, and ſurely you 
| would. 
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grace are we ſaved through faith,“ and “ without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God.“ True faith 
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tlie ſecond place, 


II. Conſider what is meant by the ſtrait gate, and 


the narrow way, and what it leads to. 


of the phraſes in the text. 


- John the Baptiſt, our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, all 
went out and preached REPENTANCE; and without 
this we are aſſured men muſt periſh. Now repent- 
ance cannot but be painful, for it conſiſts chiefly in 

a godly ſorrow for fin, The penitent finner, being 
convinced that he has ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory cf God; that he has by fin deſtroyed himſelf, 
and became liable to the dreadtul wrath of God, per- 
ceives that he has all his life been acting a moſt fooliſh 
and hurtful part; but that he muſt now forſake 
all his fins, though dear to him as his right eye, and 
= uſeful to him as his right hand. Now all this appears 
to a natural man irkſome and unpleaſant. He is un- 
willing to think ſeriouſly of his fins and of their fatal 
2 conſequences, and ſtill more unwilling to part with 
them. He therefore ſhuns this, as a man would 
avoid paſting through a very ſtraight and low door, 
when a ſpacious one offered itſelf at the ſame time. 


1 


mould, this broad road muſt be forſaken; and, bleſſed 
pe God, that it is not yet too late to forſake it; and 
vou muſt enter into the narrow way, by the {trait 
Fate, mentioned in the text. Let us therefore, in 


The defign of theſe expreſſions is to ſhew, that the 
entrance into a religious courſe of life is painful and 
difficult, and that tribulation is to be expected in our 
progreſs. We may include the whole in three words, 
PrP FaiTH, and HoLiNEss; a little exa- 
mination of theſe particulars will prove the propriety 


FAITH is alſo intended by the narrow way. * By 


conſiſts in ſo believing the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


as 


to 


8 THE BROAD AND THE NARROW WAY. 


to take him for our only Saviour; utterly renouncing 
all dependence on our own works and righteoutnets; 
ſubmitting to he ſaved by the mere favour of God in 
Chriſt, as a poor beggar is relieved by an alms. Je- 
ſus Chriſt is, himſelf, the way. © I, faith he (John 
xiv. 6) 1 am the way” — no man cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by me; and it is by faith that we walk in 
this way ; for all true chriſtians live by faith, and walk 
with God by faith. 

Now this way of living, renouncing all our own 
works, 1n point of dependence, and accounting them, 
in that reſpect, as “dung and droſs, that we may win 
Chriſt;”” this way is ſo contrary to our natural incli- 
nations, and ſo humbling to our ſelf righteous ſpirit, 
that it may well be called a narrow way. The boaſt- 
ing Phariſee, whom we read of in the goſpel, was ſo 
{wollen with the pride of his duties and works, that 
he could not enter into the ſtrait gate ; but the poor 
Publican, who ſaw and felt himſelf a ſinner, ſtooping 
low before God, entered it, crying out, «God be 
merciful to me a finner !”? 

he way of HoLiness is alſo a narrow way. Ho- 
lineſs conſiſts in the conformity of our will to the will 
of God; itis produced by the power of the Holy Spi- 
Tit in the regeneration of a ſinner. The law of God 
is written on his heart ; whereby he is diſpoſed to re- 
fiſt temptation, to forſake fin, and to practice obedi- 
ence to the commands of God. In doing this, we 
muſt deny ourſelves, take up our daily croſs, and fol- 
low Chriſt. We muſt mortify the fleſh, with its af- 
fections and luſts. We muſt crucify the old man of 
tin, and walk, not according to the courſe of the 
world, nor according to the fleſh, but according to the 
Spirit. Now, in doing this, we cannot but meet 
with difficulties. We ſhall meet with continual op- 
poſition from our own corruptions, the law in our 
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4 members warring againſt the law of our minds. We 
hall alſo ſuffer reproach and contempt from the 
world; for all who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall 
. 


affer perſecution. And beſides all this, God, our hea- 
enly father ſces it neceſſary to chaſtiſe us with the 
rod of affliction, of which all his children are par- 
Rakers, for their ſpiritual good. 

= Conſidering therefore the nature of Repentance, 
Faith, and Holineſs, we clearly ſee, how properly a 
true chriſtian may be ſaid to enter upon a religious 
life by a ſtrait gate, and to proceed in it by a narrow 


Way. 

i But here, perhaps, an objection may be ſtarted. 
Docs not our Lord fay,—* Take my yoke upon you, 
for my yoke is caſy, and my burden is light?“ Does 
not Solomon ſay, ** The ways of wildom are plea- 
fant and her paths peace?“ And does not St. 1 0 
ſay, that „ Chriſt's commands are not grievous?“ 
How then is it true, that the gate is ſtrait and the 
Way narrow? 

I 'anſwer, the ways of religion are perfectly eaſy 


and pleaſant in their own nature; the difficulty ariſes 


from the depravity and corruption of our nature. 
Angels do the will of God with perfect caſe and plea- 
ſure, for they have no fin in their nature to oppoſe it. 
But through the power of fin in our hearts, the en- 
trance into religion becomes painful and difficult, and 
through the remains of it in regenerate perſons, more 


or leſs of that dithculty is found in the whole jour- 


* 


ney. Yet grace renders it practicable, and often 


plcaſant; fo that no believer repents of his Choice, nor 


iſnes to turn back becauſe of the hardſhips he en- 


| Þ dures ; but like Moſes of old, „ chooſes rather to ſuf- 
fer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the re- 


proach of Chriſt, greater riclies than the treaſures of 


| Egypt — 


— — — — 


- 
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Egypt“ and for the fame good reafon—having * r-. 
ſpect to the recompenſe of the reward.” And this 
leads us to the laſt particular, namely, 

III. To enforce the exhortation, Enter ye in at 
the ſtrait gate.“ 

O how wite, how gracious, how reaſonable is th, 
advice] May God ditpoſe all our hearts to obey it' 
There are but two ways that we can travel: the on 
leads to eternal miſery ; the other to eternal blif; 
and that we may not miſtake our way, the bleffed [-- 
ſus clearly marks out the right one, ſo that we can! 
miſtaic—the gate is ſtrait, the way is narrow, and 
there are few traveliers in it. It is true, there ar: 
difficulties in the way, but heaven will make amenc; 
for all. Heaven is worth every thing, or it is wort! 
nothing. Let us not be ſuch cowards as to be fright. 
ed at a little trouble, Nothing, even in this life, car 
be attained without it. A child cannot learn to read 
without difficulty. A boy cannot learn a trade with- 
out pains, We cannot carry on any buſineſs with- 
out care and labour. But are we therefore prevent. 
ed from theſe things? No, we wiſely confider th. 
advantage, and act accordingly. 

Neither let us be ſwayed by numbers. Folloy 
not a multitude to do evil.” Let us not think our- 
ſelves right, becauſe we do as others. We muſt ſul 
pect ourſelves if we do. The broad road is throngcd 
with travellers; but the narrow has only a pilgrim 
here and there. 

Well then, let us, by divine grace, reſolve o. 
eternal life at all events. On the one hand, here 1s : 


broad road, full of paſſengers, in which, it is true, the 


poor, paltry, periſhing, intoxicating pleaſur.s of f.. 


may be enjoyed for a moment, though not without 7 


many a pang ; and at the end of this ſhort courſe 15— 


O tiemble, my ſoul, at the thought—Defgrutt9 7 


119! 88 


eparation from the preſence of God, the fountain ot 
i te; and confinement in chains of darkneſs, with de- 
1% Fils and damned ſpirits to all eternity. 

On the other hand, God has ſet before us the way 
bf life. The entrance is ſtrait, the way is narrow. 
y 1 Difficulties indeed there are; but grace leſſens them 
- ON. All, and ſweetens them all; ſo that the worſt of 
Hits Chriſt's way, is better than the beit of Satan's way; 
d and what is beſt of all, the end is eternal life. And, 
mA O. what tongue can tell, what heart conceive, what 
> 4110 God has laid up for them that love him! 

At "Obey then the words of our Lord in another 
neh place, „ Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate. —Ago- 
WOT: mizc to do it. Do it at all events. Do it directly. Let 
right. not a moment be loſt. Fly from the wrath to come. 
e. Ta „For many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be 
o reac able.” (Luke xiii 24.) Many who would willingly go 
with. dg heaven, ſeck after it in ſo cold and flotiiful a man- 
with- ger, or by ſuch falſe and miſtaken ways, that they ne- 
event ver obtain it: and O how many, who now negle& it 
er Ut: Altogether, will knock for admittance when the door 
: is ſhut. Now, therefore, while it is called to-day, 
"ollo Jet us hear his voice. Let us be dliligent in obſerving 
k our the ſabbath, attending on the preached word as often 
rt fu. "ag poffible, reading the ſcriptures daily, and, eſpecial- 
rong let us wreſtle hard with God in prayer, that he 
11grim Would give us his Spirit to teach and afliſt us, and 
Work in our hearts that deep repentance, that true 
lve o. 1 genuine holineſs, which are the proper 
ere |» © Exercites of all who travel in the narrow way to 
ue, the heaven, | 
; of fu 
vithout'* 
rſe is — ö 
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Hot a ceaſing to be, but an utter end of all pleaſure 
For cvermore. Miſery, pains, torments, without mi- 
gation, without ceſſation, without end. Everlaſting 
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12 THE BROAD AND THE NARROW WAY, 


The almoſi Chriſtian, and Apoſtate. 


BRoAD is the road that leads to death, 9 
And thouſands walk together there; 1 

But wiſdom ſhows a narrow'r path, 
With here and there a traveller. 


« Deny thyſelf, and take thy croſs,” 1 
Is the Redeemer's great command „ 
Nature muſt count her gold but droſs, 5 
If ſhe would gain the heav'nly land. : 


T he fearful ſoul that tires and faints, 
And walks the ways of God no more, 
Is but eſteem'd almoſt a faint, 
And makes his own deſtruction ſure. 


Lord, let not all my hopes be vain; or 
Create my heart entirely new; | - 8: 
0 - : ; "872 

Which hypocrites-could ne'er attain 5 
Which falſe apoſtates never knew. * 
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or I was alive, without the law once ; but when 
= the commandment came, ſin revived, and I died. 
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For I was alive without the law once; but when 11: fir 
commandment came, ſin revived, and I died. ners 
. . . 1 SU 

T 1s a moſt true maxim of Scripture, that“ The | 
lle 


whole need not the phyſician, but thoſe who are 
ſick.“ The church of Chriſt has been juſtly com- ob 
pared to an hoſpital, to which none but the ſick re- * IV 


pair; no wonder then that the gay and healthy ſhun Hine 
it. But, whether we know it or not, our ſouls are . 
ſadly and dangerouſly diſeaſed; and the worſt ſymp— . 


tom of all is, we know it not. 9 
It may not be pleaſant to a perſon to be told of any f ; 
; e g We ro 
thing amiſs in his health, his family, or his affairs; 
yet he is a true friend who gives the information, it | 
and he is a wiſe man who thaiikfully receives it. 


With this view John the Baptiſt was ſent befor: he 
Chriſt; by preaching repentance to prepare the way 5 
for him; and the diſciples of John gladly received the Sp 
Saviour. Without the knowledge of ourfelves, #5 7; 


ſinners, we cannot underſtand the goſpel, nor prize fire 
Jeſus. And this is the true key to what would other- = 
wiſe be unaccountable—the general neglect of the fin 


great ſalvation. When our Lord himſelf and his in- 4 og 
ipired Apoſtles, with every poſſible advantage, preach- gf 
ed the goſpel, few believed the heavenly report; al- he: 
moſt all, with one conſent, began to make excuſe; It. 
one going to his farm, and another to his merchan- fits 
dize, Now, as men are all alive to worldly pleaſure t 
and profit, it is evident, that their negle& ariſes from an 


ignorance of their true ſtate; and this is from their ig- fei 
norance of the law of God, which is the only certain 
rule and ſtandard by which to meaſure ourſelves. 'Y 


Hence, 


| 
| 
| 


— = SERMON II. 3 


XZ Hence, St. Paul, deſigning in this Epiſtle to treat 
ally concerning the great point of Juſtification, or 
being made righteous before God, takes care, in the 
nrſt place, to prove that all men in the world are ſin- 
ners the Gentiles againſt the law of nature, and the 
The News againſt the written law, or ten commandinentss [ 
Ille well knew the importance of this method, by his t 


x Fown experience; for he lays in the text, © he was a 
re. alive without the law once, &c. that is, when he was $ 
un F and a proud phariſee, he had high ſwel- a 
- aro ling thoughts of himſelf; thought all was well be- \ 
mp- *twcen God and him ; he did not {ce himſelf dead in f 

law, being juſtly condemned by it for his fin; but he F 
any Pas all alive in his own opinion: and his miſtake aroſe ö 
P from ignorance of the law. He was * without the , 
20 law ;” not without the letter of it; he could have ſaid þ 
zo Jt by heart; but he did not know its ſpiritual mean= 
t 4 ing, and high requirements. But when the com- 
<p mandment came, eſpecially the tenth commandment ; 
Two” when 1t came, 1n the light and energy of the Holy ; 


„Spirit, to his mind and conſcience, when he ſaw that 


Y 2 3 * 


2, Fit reached to the thoughts, principles, views, and de- 
714% ſires of the heart, as well as to his words and actions; g 
her- = rcquiring perfect purity, and condemning for a f 
the fſingle fin, even in thought — then, ſaith he, then. 
ui g fin revived, and | died.” Then he ſaw thouands 
ach- of things to be fins, which he never thought ſuch # 

al- Tf before ; and he found fin had full power and life in a 
0 him; ſin reczived in his conſcience; he ſaw it in all 
han- 7 


its dreadful terror, as juſtly expoſing him to the 
iſure & wrath of God; and he fell under a ſenſe of death | 
TOM and concemnation, as a man dead in law, and de- 
r18- 8 terving to die cternally, | 
tan ] Nov, that we mav rightly underſtand the law, and 
that it may be “ our ſclioolmaſter to bring us to 
Chriſt,” let us, 


nce, | 


q 
j 
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Firſt, Take a view of the holy law, by which 1: . 


the e gy r of ſin; and, 
Secondly, 
the law on the heart. 


I. Let us take a view of the holy law of God; for | 


hereby is the knowledge of fin, 


Remember, my friends, that God, who is the ma- 


ker of the world, 1s alſo the governor of it. Man is 
a rational being, and accountable to God for his 
conduct. Brutes are led by inſtinct; but it is fit that 
man ſhould be led by proper motives, willingly to 
obey his maker's will. Now, from the firſt, God gave 
a law to man. It was not indeed written. There 


was no occaſion for it. Men lived almoſt a thouſand 


years, and could eafily teach their children what God 
at firſt taught Adam. At length, however, God ſaw 
fit to give his law from mount Sinai, in dreadful thun— 
ders; and alſo to write it on two tables of ſtone. 
You will obſerve, that the law of God is ſummed 
up in one word, namely, Love; and that this love 
has two objects. Love to God, for what he is in hin- 


ſelf, and for the blefhngs he gives us; and Love 7; 


Man for God's ſake. 

The love we owe to God 1s to be expreſſed in 
four ways; and theſe are ſet forth in the firſt four 
commandments. 


The %% commandment is, Thou ſhalt have no other N 
gods but me. This requires us to know and con- g. 
feſs the true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 


as the only living God, and our God; in oppoſition 
to all idolatry ; it requires us allo to love and adorc 


him, as the author of our being, and the ſource of © a 
our happineſs ; and this commandment is broken, . 
not only by worſhipping other gods, but by ſetting 
up idols in our hearts, by exceflive ſelf- love, or love oi 8 
creatures, relations, money, or gratifications of the 


onſider the proper effect of a work of 3 


1 


* *. 
3 8 

< 
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2 fleſh; fo that, according to this, there are many 


e *Watheifs, living without God in the world, and many 
of icolaters, worſhipping the creature. 
Ihe /econd commandment forbids all worſhip of 
r images; and requires us to worſhip God in the way he 
' WFhas appointed; but, alas! how many wholly neglect 
ma. and deſpiſe his worſhip! How many others forget 
1 is that God 1s a Spirit, and muſt be worſhipped in ſpi- 
his Irit and truth! What levity and folly do many mix 
that Witlu their pretended devotions ! But in vain do we 
y to thus mock God, and play tae hypocrite, drawing nigh 
gave to bim with the lips, when our hearts are far from 
here binn. i F F 
apr The brd commandment forbids the taking the 
Jo Lord's name in vain. But, O! bow awful is the com- 
"ot mon practice of curſing and ſwearing! and many, 
9 who do not uſe the moſt horrid oaths, will cry out— 

O Lord! O God! O Chriſt ! God bleſs us! Lord | 
ad have mercy | &c. &c. But however common this | 
158 ractice is, let all men know, that God declares, ce lie . 
Will not hold them guiltleſs that take his name in bs 
um pain.“ O conſider what a t God we | 5 
ve t5 * a great God we have to do bi 

with; and let his name never be mentioned without 1 
4 in ſerious paule, allowing us time to think who'he'is, 
Our 2d that he is greatly to be feared. N 

1 The fourth commandment reſpedts the religious 7 
ber +: bſervation of the Lord's Day, or Chriſtian Sabbath. 5 
don. Ve can never enough admire the goodneſs of God Mi 
cart 14 the appointment of it. Perſons ſhould prepare for it 
don t, by having every thing in rcadinels as much as poſ- u 
Jorc al ible, that no part of it, eſpceially the morning, which | 
e of the beſt part of it, thould be loſt. „ll unveceffary i 
ken, orks are to be laid aſide: no journeys, no viuts, no ; 
ing $$ ettling accounts, writing letters, nor paying and re- i 
ve of Cong wages. The whole day, from morning to | 
* the P'S" t ſhould be ſpent in acts of religious worſhip, } 
leſng; 8 C 3 public 
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| public and private, except ſo much as muſt be em- 
| ployed in works of neceſſity and mercy. 

| O! how awfully is this holy day profaned by idle- 
| neſs, by needleſs journeys and viſits, by wilfully ſtay- 
| ing away from public worſhip, or by going to church 
| merely to meet with neighbours for worldly buſineſs; 
or to ſhew their new clothes; by going to public 
| Houſes, by reading newſpapers, or by mere worldly 
yain diſcourſe and amuſement |! 

0 Now the breach of this commandment, and of the 
three former, evidently proceeds from want of love 
4 to God. If we loved him as the belt of heings, we 
ſhould love his day, revere his name, and prize his 
worſhip. And have we not broken all theſe com- 
mandments? Have we not reaſon to cry, in the 
words of the Litany, © Lord, have mercy upon us, 
1 (for having broken theſe laws) and incline our hearts 
N to keep them iu time to come.“ 

Proceed we now to the ſecond table of the law. 
The fix laſt commandments reſpe& our love to our 
neighbour. The ſum of all is, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 

The f/th commandment reſpects our neareſt neigh- 
bour—our relations, our parents. Theſe have had 
the care and expence of our education ; we can never 
repay their kindneſs. We ſhould honour them by 
obedience to their directions, and by treating them 
with the greateſt reſpect; and that, not only in child- | 
hood, but in youth and riper years; we ſhould ſtudy ' 
to preſerve their reputation ; to alleviate their infirmi- 
ties; and, if neceſſary, to ſupport them in old age. 'P 

This command alfo includes the duty that ſervants 
owe to their maſters, and ſubjects to their governors ; i 
it forbids mere eye ſervice; waſting the property ol 8 
ſuperiors; or being unfaithful in what they commit 
to our truſt, 43 

The 
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ors; to another. 
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7 


The eth commandment directs us how to ſhew 


pur love to our neighbour, by a regard to his life and 
pealth; and it forbids not only actual murder, but 
Inger, hatred, malice, and other murderous tempers; 


for whoſoever hateth his brother, is a murderer,“ 
23 [ohn iii. 15. Whoever faith to his brother, Raca 
{thou vile fellow), or, thou fool, ſhall be in dan- 


- 


ger of hell fire,” ſo our Lord declares, Matt. v. 22. 
n unjuſt wars, fighting, quarrelling, ill uſage, or 


provocations, which may hurt the health, and life of 


another, are forbidden. 
murder. 


But the worſt of all, is „. 
Parents who negle& to inſtruct their chil- 


dren, and who are examples of vice to them ; drunk- 
ards, whoremongers, and adulrerers, who allure others 


to ſin with them; all theſe are ſoul-murderers. 


The /eventh commandment reſpects the love of our 
neighbour, with regard to purity of heart, word, and 
deed : it forbids not only the actual adultery of mar- 
ned perſons, but all fornication and wantonneſs. 
Every luſtful thought, word, or look, makes a perſon 


lains this commandment, Matt. v. 2“. 


itted adultery with her already in his heart.” 


_ uncleanneſs, known only to God and con- 


an adulterer in God's ſight; for fo Chriſt himſelf ex- 
© Whoſo- 


ever looketh on a woman to luſt after, hath com- 


All 


ſcience, and practiſed, perhaps, by thoſe who paſs for 


Fhaſte and virtuous people, is forbidden. 


0 Immodeſt 
Areſs tends to the breaking of this law; as alſo do 
flewd books, novels, plays, ſongs, and pictures. 
Ihe eighth commandment directs us how to ſhew 


pur love to our neighbour, by a regard to his proper- 


Covetouſneſs has led men to invent a 


y of thouſand ways to cheat and defraud. Thoſe who 
amit Heceive in felling by falſe weights and meaſures; thoſe 


The 
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again; thoſe who oppreſs the poor; ſervants who 
neglect their buſineſs, or waſte their maſters proper- Mt, 
ty; are all thieves in God's eſteem. ' 
The inth commandment reſpects our love to our 8 
0 neighbour, in his reputation or good name. No:? 
only taking a falſe oath before a magiſtrate, but all 
1 lying, ſlandering, and evil ſpeaking, is forbidden. 


j And, O! how 1s the world filled with this | and what al 
N is the greater part of common converſation but a That 
| wanton breach of this Jaw | | Df t 
| The iet commandment enjoins the love of our . N 
; neighbour, by requiring us to be content with our Per 


condition; ſorbidding us to envy or grieve at the good or 
of our neighbour, or with to deprive him of it, "that Ha 
| we may enjoy it. Yea, 1t goes much farther, an! The 
| forbids the 40 ſecret with of the heart to obtain any eter 
1 thing that God forbids; and this is particularly e com- aba! 
mandment that St. Paul ſpeaks of in the text -“ ] had 
not known luſt, ſaith he, ver. 7. 0 0 the law had 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covert.“ When this command 
ment came with power to his mind, he ſaw, that tlie 
fecret workings, and firſt motions of inordinate affec- 
tions, were fins. Before he faw this, he thought al! 
was well, for he was free from grois and outwards ot- 
| fences: he was what the world calls @ go9d [tur ; but 
| this commandment ſhewed him the ſins of his heart. 
| He found the law was ſpiritual reaching to the 
| thoughts and defires of the heart; and thus, “ fit, by | 
i tie commandment, became exceeding ſinful.'“ Har- 
ing taken this brief view of the law, we may procee!, 
| Secondly— lo conſider the proper effect of a worst 
| of the law upon tlie heart. Sin revived, and 1 dies. 
Il he law is the miniſtration of condemaation, 
and of death, 2 Cor. ili. 7. 9. If a perſon con! 
keep it perfectly, it would entitle him to life; tor i! 
| Was originally * ordained to life; but“ i foung 
| it, 


* — 


— 
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St,” faith St. Paul, “ to be nnto death,” The reaſon 
s, becauſe we cannot, through the weakneſs of our 
our hallen nature, keep it perfectly; and if we fail in one 
No Point, we are guilty of all. Therefore it is written, 
al! Lal. iii. 10. “ As many as are of the works of the 
len, a (that is, who truſt to the works of the law for 
unt Jalvation) are under the curſe ; for curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the book 

pf the law to do them. 
No this is the ſad condition of us all, till we be- 
lieve in Chriſt for righteouſneſs. It is to no purpoſe 
004 bor any one to plead—1 have not finned ſo and ſo. 
tha: Haſt thou finned at all? Haſt thou finned once! 
an! Then thou art guilty, and the law condemns thee to 
eternal death. The law makes no allowances; no 


ay f i 1 i 
"EX abatements ; it does not ſay a word about /incere obe- 
nal Vence, or doing as well as we can. No. Ihe law 
nal fays, Do all things that are commanded, Do them 


d perfectly. Continue all thy life to do them; and 
„ then thou mayeſt be juſtified by thy works: but, if 
"> — Mou fail in one inſtance, thou comeſt under the 

Furſe; for © whoever ſhall keep the whole law, and 


t all : : : 
hv yet offend in one point, is guilty of all,” James 
10. 
but : ; 
ware A perfon may ſay, It is true, I have ſinned; but I 
_ very forry for my fins, and will amend my life ; 
| * pill not this relieve me from the curſe? No. The 


r_ e has made no proviſion for repentance, reforma- 
on, or pardon. Ihe ſtyle of the law is not, Repent 
Ind live; or, Reform and live. But, keep the whole 
e perfectly and continually, and live: tranſgreſs it, 
4 id dic. It is true that the go/pel brings relief for the 

©, | imer, becauſe it reveals Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
ess; but the law knows nothing of mercy. It is 
mo intended to give life, but to kill, and deſtroy all 
popes of life by obedience, and fo force the ſinner to 
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fly to Chriſt. So St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. iii. 19, ly ccc 
Now we know, that whatſoever the law ſaith, it MF all 
{:ith to them that are under the law; that every nei 
may be ſtopped, and a the world become guilty before 7 Al. 


God.” This, then, cuts off all hopes of ſalvation bye mo 
works; for the Apoſtle adds, Therefore by the dee: 3 faic 


of the law ſhall no fleth be jaſtified in his fight ; for ha; 
by the law is the knowledge of fin.” This is its uſe, ha; 
It can go no further. It is by the goſpel we have the MF oug 
knowledge of righteouſneſs. XX ſaic 

We ſhould be very careful to diſtinguiſh between ple: 
the law and the goſpel, for many miſtakes ariſe from of 


mingling them together. = 4 
According to the law, ſalvation is by works; is ti 
according to the goſpel, it is by grace.” wor 
„The law ſays, Do this, and be ſaved: but the dere 
goſpel ſays, Believe this, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” wra 
„The law threatens to puniſh the finner for the this 
firſt offence; but the goſpel offers him pardon for hear 
many offences.“ | vou 
The law ſentences him to death; the goſpel o j P. 
fers him juſtification to life.“ x God 


« By the Jaw, he is a guilty ſinner; by the goſpel tion 
he may be made a glorious faint. | futu 
It he die under the guilt of the broken law, hol! i welc 
will be his everlaſting portion ; if he die a partaker ; l drive 
of the grace of the goſpel, heaven will be his eternal Pole, 
inheritance.” | ouſn 


laſtir 
ner, 
| = Chri 
APPLICATION. nr, 
el 
0 . . AW «6 
And now, my d:ar fricn is, having laid before you r H. 
the nature of tle law, let me beg you moſt ſeriouſr being 


to conſider what has been ſaid, and that with regard alreac 
to yourtelves. What do you know of God's las, 
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by your own experience? Have you ſeen that it is ex- 


1, ccecding broad; that it requires you to Jove God wüh 
„all your heart, and ſoul, and ftrength? and your 
„ MF neighbour as yourſelf? And have you done this? 
ro 8 Alas ! your conſcience {mites you, and your own li 
„mouth muſt condemn you. How often have you i 
„ ſaid, We have offended againſt thy holy laws. We J 
er have left undone thoſe things which we ought to 10 
{e, *X have done; and we have done thoſe things which we 
he ought not to have done.” Did you mean what you p 
X ſaid? if not, you lied before God; if you did, you q 
cn pleaded guilty ; you have confeſſed you are a breaker q 
om of the law, and under its curſe. . 


And have you conſidered, what © a fearful thing it f 
ks; is to fall into the hands of the living God?“ O how f 
would your heart melt within you, if you duly conſi- 


the dered what it is to be under his curſe, and to bear his 
wrath to all eternity. If you can hear the curſes ot 
the this law, and not be alarmed for your ſafety, your 


for heart is hard indeed. May God have mercy upon # 
you, and take away the heart of ſtone ! | 
of. Perhaps you are ſaying, Muſt I deipair then? No; . 
God forbid! You mult deſpair of obtaining ſalva— 
ſpel tion by your works, your ſorrow for ſin, or your 1 
future amendment. And this will make the goſpel | 


hcl! i = welcome to you. The law has done its office, if it 4 
aker : drives you to Chriſt. It is preached for this very pur- 4 
rial EE pole, and “ Chriſt is the end of the law for righte- # 
Xx oulſneſs.” The goſpel reveals a free, full, and ever- nl 
laſting ſalvation. It publiſhes to the convinced fin- bi 
ner, pardon and life, as the free gift of God; for of 


as 0 


& Chriſt hath obeyed the precepts of the law in our ftcad. 
He hath alſo borne the puniſhment in our room. 
= He hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, 
being made a curſe for us.“ What a bleſſing have you 
already received, if God, by his good Spirit, has con- 
2 yinced 
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vinced you of ſin! This is the dawn of a glorious 3 
day. He will alſo convince you of righteouſneſs, * 
and ſhew you, that it may be yours. Caſt yourſelye; 
down at the footſtool of mercy. Confeſs your fins, 
Acknowledge your guilt. Own your helplefſneſ:, 
Cry for pardon. Fly to Jeſus, who waits to be gra- 
cious, and all ſhall yet be well. He hath wounded, 
that he may heal: he hath killed, that he may make 
alive. You now will be glad of the phyſician, fe: 

ou feel your ſickneſs; and he waits to be gracious. 
You are weary and heavy laden, and he will give you 


reſt. 


& Go, you that reſt upon the law, 
And madly ſeek ſalvation there, 
Look to the flames that Moſes ſaw, 
And ſhrink, and tremble, and deſpair, 


«© But I'll retire beneath the croſs; 
Saviour, at thy dear feet | lie! 
And the keen ſword that Juſtice draws, 
Flaming and red, ſhall paſs me by.“ 


1 the End of the Law, for 
efs, Righteouſneſs. 
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For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs t8 
every one that believeth, 


LONDON: # 
PRINTED FOR r. CHAPMAN, FLEET-8TREFT. 
M,DCC,XCVII. | 


— 


7 72 


bY 
4 N . s 
22 
© ; 


| 


ROMANS x. 4. 


Tor Chriſꝭ is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believethe 


* two principal parts of ſcripture, which! 
concerns us moſt to know, are the Law and th: 
Goſpel. © He who can rightly diſtinguiſh betwecn 
theſc, ſays Luther, is a good divine ;” and we may 
add, that he who knows how to uſe both aright, in 
an experimental and practical manner, is a goot 
chriſtian, 

The nature and uſe of the law has been alread:; 
conhdered. The proper effect of it is the ſame in 
every believer as it was in St. Paul. „1 was alive 
without the law once; but when the commandment 
came, fin revived and I died.“ The perſon brought 
into this ſtate, will be put on the inquiry—How then 
can!] come before God and hope for pardon ? If the 
law be ſo holy and ſtrict—if it can do nothing for 


me, but convince me of ſin, and condemn me for it. 


— by what means can I be accepted? 


= 


Now there are but two ways that ever were propoſ- 


ed of God, or deviſed by man: the one, according to 
the old covenant, Do, and live; the other, according 
to the new - Belicve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved.” Whatever ways and mcans 


have been thought of, by people of all religions, tlie 1 
may be reduced to theſe two—/Yorks or Grace, And 


theſe cannot be mixed; for if any merit be allowed to 


works, 
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* orks, there is an end of grace; 
nf grace, then there IS no place for the merit of 


1 heal. 
ol the Jews, Rom. ix. 20. Kc. * The Gritiles, 
| at! he, who followed not after rightcoutnels, have 
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and if ſalvation be 


works. 
t is of vaſt importance to be rightly informed on 
This may be inferred from what St. Paul 


At tained n een ven the rig atcoutne! © which 
g- ol faith : but Iſrael, which followed after r ightcout- 
$$, hath not attained to the law of riohteoutnets, 
his, you will fay, is itrange! What can be the rea- 
n of it? He tells us, ver. 31. Becauſe they 
Wuglit it not by faith.“ IIowethen? „ As l were by 
Hie works of th law. For they ſtambled at rhat 
tumbling ſtone, Alas, hew inany thouſands, call 
ed chriſtians, TEX e {tumbled in the Laine wav. God 
preſervc us from it! How earneſtly did the go od apoſ- 
tle with for the ſalvation of his miſtaken bre 
His © heart's deſire and prayer to God for them was 
Hat they might be ſaved.” He ſaw, that while they 
crc looking for lite by their works, they were not 


the way of ſalvation. It is tr ue, tliey had a great 


al for God, but it was good for nothing; it was 


WF unded in 1gnorance, «© They were ignorant on 
& 04's rightcoutnels,” namely, this in the text; and 
Ning ignorant of this, and yet wanting a righteouſ- 
Wc ts, «+ a ev went about to cRtabliſh their own.” '--they 
t icd to ſet it up, and make it ſtand for their accept= 
ic; even their own poor, imperfect, ceremonial, 
did outward works; but they were totally inſufficient 
'r that purpoſe: and thus, through the pride of their 
Feurts, which {corned to be intirely beholden to free 
ace, they retuſed to ſtoop, and ſubmit to be ſaved b 


1 10 righteouſneſs of another, even of Chriſt, who is 


aid in the text to be the end of the law for righte- 
uliicls to every one that belicycth,” Navy God Keep 


D 2 us 
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us from this worſt ſort of pride; and enligliten 9 
minds while we attend to the three following particu. 
lars. 


I, Jeſus Chriſt, by his obedience and death, pet. 7 
formed a perfect righteouſneſs, as 
II. In fo doing, he is the end of the law; and, Vu 
III. This righteouſneſs is given to every believer. m 
I. Jeſus Chriſt, by his obedience and death, per. 
formed a perfect righteouſneſs. pr 
God made man upright.” He gave him a be 2 
to be the rule of his actions, including a promiſe if? 2 w] 
Kept it, and a threatening if he broke it. If he obey. o 
ed the law perfectly, God would eſteem him right. 
dus. If he broke the law, he would be reckoned uy in 
righteous. Adam fell; and with him, all his pot vit 
rity. Our nature 1s now corrupt; and we are bor pu 
with enmity in our hearts againſt God. The ca Or 
nal mind is not ſubject to the law of God, neith Bi! 
can it be,” while it remains carnal. But the law: ot 
not altered. It requires, what it always did, Lose ec 
This was always due from man to his creator, 7 210 
always will, whether men pay it or not. If mann = ot 
fuſe to give it, he is a rebel and an idolater. 1. # - 
law being ever the ſame, it thunders out its dreadt. fin, 
curſes againſt every ſinner, for every fin, Butt , pu 


law provides no remedy. It will not accept of ſincc WF ou! 
obedience inſtead of perfect obedience. It ſays not: WM ot. 


word of accepting a ſinner's tears for payment; or « t 

mitting his future obedience as a recompence for p:'! , me 

ſins. No; it conſtantly demands ſupreme love a 8 
= © {, 


perfect obedience; and condemns the finner for“ 


want of it in a ſingle inſtance. AM 

«© But what the law could not do, becauſe of :. * 
weakneſs of the fleſh, God has done another wa « 
God has ſent his Son to be our righteouſneſs. / . 


the law could not abate in its demands, and 
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have obedience from the creature, or puniſh the ſin- 
ner. Jeſus Chriſt graciouſly undertook to obey and 
ſufter for his people; to obey all the precepts of the 
law, and to ſuffer all its pains and penalties. The 
law required perfect obedience of them: Chriſt came 
as their ſurety to obey for them: and fo, as it is 
written,“ By the obedience of one ſhall many be 
made righteous.” 

This bleſſed and comfortable truth may be fully 
proved from many ſcriptures: 1 ake the following, 
2 Cor. v. 21. He hath made him to be fin for us, 


| who knew no ſin, that we might be made the righite- 
* ouſnels of God in him.“ 


Jeſus Chriſt knew no fin. 


in his nature; that holy thing which was born of the 


virgin, being the Son of God. 


His whole life was as 
pure as his birth. He knew no fin in thought, word, 


or deed. He challenged his bittereſt enemies to prove 


him a finner—* Which of you, ſaid he, accuſeth me 
of ſin?” Yea, the great enemy, the devil, came, and 


found nothing in him,” no ſin in his heart; no ſin. 


2 . 8 
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nes 


, in his life, 
2 ot God, prepared to bear away the fin of the world, 


1 he was bruiſed for our iniquities; the Lord hath 


Thus was he the pure and ſpotleſs lamb 


But Jcius Chriſt, who knew no ſin, was ** made 


Jun, that is, by imputation; it was reckoned to him; 


put to his account; in the ſame manner as his righte- 


# ouſncſs is imputed to us, or put to our account. Out 


of his great love to his people, he became their ſurety, 


to anſwer tor their fins, and to bear their puniſh= 


ment. So the prophet Iſaiah ſpeaks, chap. liii. 4, &c. 
„ durcly he hath borne our griefs, and carried out 
* forrows, He was wounded for cur tranſgreſſions; 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all.“ 

The delign of Chriſt's being mage fin for us, was, 
* that we might be made the rigltcouſueſs of God in 


D 3 him,” 


He was free from fin 
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him.” Righteoufneſs is a perfect conformity to the 
Iaw of God, without which no man can be ſarcd; 
for it is written, Phe wnrighteons ſhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God,“ 1 Cor. vi. 9. Now we are 
all unrightcous, becauſe we have broken the law. 
* There is none righteous” upon earth, in himſcif, 
© no not one,” And yet, without a righteouſneſs, we 
cannot be ſaved. What then can we do! Where 
can we look? Only to Jeſus. © Surely ſhall on: 
lay, in the Lord have [ righteouineſs.*” Fo him give 
all the prophets witneſs; tor “ this righteoutnets of 
God without the law, is witneſſed by the law and the 
prophets.” Hear what the prophet Daniel lays i 
him, chap. ix. 24 —© To finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and 
to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in ever laſting righteouſneſs.” All 
this Chriſt actually did by his obedience unto death, 
and thus he became the end of the law, which is the 
ſecond thing we propofed. 

II. Jeſus Chriſt, by his righteouſneſs, is become 
the end of the law; for, 

1. Hereby he put an end to the ceremonial law, or 
thoſe ordinances, ſuch as ſacrifices, which were types 
or emblems of him. You may remember, that our 
Saviour, juſt before his death, cried out, “47 75 H. 
ed —as if he had ſaid— My engagements with ny 
Father are accompliſhed—t he tvpes and prophecic: 
are fulfill-d—my dreadful ſufferings are at an end--- 
_ ceremonial law is abolithed. 

he moral law, or law of the ten command— 
1 was hereby ſatisfied and magnificd; according 
to the prophecy, (lia. xlii. 21.) + He will magniiy 
the law and make it honourable.” The law mul: 
have its end, and be completcly fulfilled, or we can- 
not appear as righteous before God; but we are un- 


able to fulfil it ourſclves. W hat we, however, could 
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The law de- 


mands a righteoufneſs of us; this is the end at which 


it aims, but we cannot effect it: Chriſt has done it 
for us, and is become the end of the law, ior righteouſ- 
4 neſs to every one that believeth. 
is latisficd, and, like the avenger of blood, purſues the 
$ ſinner only till he takes refuge in Chriſt ; in him the 
| believer finds a ſanctuary, and the Jaw retires, ſatiſ- 
> ticd and well pleaſed for his righteouſnets fake. 


With this the law 


We bave only now to ſhew, in the 
Third place, T hat this righteouſneſs is given to 


every believer ; or, that it is by faith we become in- 


tereſted therein. 

The righteouſneſs wrought out by Jeſus is freely 
given to the believer; ſo St. Faul fays, Rom. v. 16. 
the judgment was by one (offence) to condemna— 
tion, but the free gift is of many offences to juſtifica= 
non.” 

If it be aſked, How can the righteouſneſs of ano- 
ther be made ours? We anſwer, in the ſame manner 
that our fins were made Chrilt's, that is, by imputa— 
tion. Chriſt, who had no fin of his own, was made 
fin for us; reckoned as a finner; and dcalt with as 


uch: io we, who have no righteouſnels of our own, 


are made the rghteouſnels of God, in him—not in 
Purſelves. The fins of the elect were not inherent in 
Chriſt, but put to his account; ſo the righteoulneſs 
of Chriſt is not inhierent in us, but imputed to us; 
and God is gracioutly pleated to deal with us accord= 


Wngly : he treats us as if we had not finned, and ac- 


Tepts us as perfectly righteous, fo that there is no 


Tondcnination whatever to us. 


1 FT. . » 
he nature of this may be learned from the deal- 
8 of (mankind with one another. We read in St. 


Paul s Upiſtic to Philemon, to whom he wrote in be- 
? alt of Oneſimus, a run- away feryant, who was after- 
x : Wards 
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wards converted, deſiring him to receive him again— 
« if he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, ſait!; 
Paul, impute it to me; 
thus it is with bondſmen, or furetics, who mal 
themſelves liable to pay the debt of another; what 
they pay 1s imputed to the perion tor whom they are 


bound, and he is reckoned to have paid it, by them: A 


and thus as a plain man expreſſes it, „the goſpel 13 
nothing but good news, — that a rich man is com: 
into the country, to pay poor people's debts.” 

Now this glorious gift of righteouſneſs becomes 
our's by faith; it is therefore called “ the righteou!- 
neſs of faith; and * the righteouſneſs of God, which 
is by faith; and which is to, and upon, all that = 
& eve.” Hence, alſo, we are ſaid to be juſtified 
« faith” and e to be ſaved by grace, through Raich 

The perſon who has been convinced of fin by the 
law, alarmed by his ſenſe of danger, led to {ec k for 
ſalvation, and enlightened in the knowledge of Chriit, 
gladly receives this gift of * He fees n: 
other way. He 1s pleated with this way. He r- 
ceives this righteouſneſs, and rel es upon it tor l 
acceptance with God. 

We muſt always remember, that the only perton 
who can or will receive this nghteoutnets, is ons 
who has been convinced that he is unrighteous a 
himſelf ; and who is looking out tor deliverance from #8 
that ſtate in which the law leaves him. He hears the 
propoſal of the goſpel ; afients to it as true; deiigit: 
in it as good; renounces all other ways of obtaining 
relief, and AIRY conſents to be faved by grace 
alone. This is that faith, frequently deſcribed in the 
ſcripture by receiving Chriſt - -coming to Chrilt, & 


truſting in Chriſt, 
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APPLICATION. 


And now, my dear friends, conſider, I beſeech you, 
the great importance of this ſubject. That great Re- 
former Luther ſaid, that “ juſtification by faith is 


that article on which the whole church muſt ſtand or 


fall.” It was the pillar of the Reformation, It is the 
leading doctrine of the Bible; and it is an eſſential 
doctrine of the Church of England. In one of the 39 


Articles, which you will do well to read, this grand 


truth is thus expreſſed: «© We are accounted righte- 
ous before God, only for the merit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt, by faith, and not for our own works or de- 
ſervings. Wherefore, that we are juſtified by faith 


only, is a moſt wholeſome doctrine, and very full of. 


comfort.” The prayer book ſpeaks the ſame language. 
Perhaps you may remember theſe. expreſhons --< O 
Lord God, who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt in any 
thing that we do.” Again, We lean only on the 
hope of thy heavenly grace.” In another place--- 
+ We do not preſume to come to this thy table, truſt- 
Ing in our own rightcouſneſs,” 

Take alſo a few paſſages from the book of Homi- 
lies. * Man cannot make himſelf righteous by his 
own works, neither in whole, nor in part; for that 
were the greatelt arrogancy, and preſumption of man, 
that antichriſt could ſet up againſt God, to affirm, 
that man might, by his own works, take away his 
fins, and fo juſtify himſclf.” In another place we 
have theſe excellent words, © Chriſt is now become 
the righteouſneſs of all them that do truly believe in 
him. He, for them, paid the ranſom by his death, 
He, for them fulfilled the law in his life.“ Once 


more, “ This righteouſneſs, which we ſo receive of 

Y * 4 . . * 
God's mercy, and Clritt's merits, cmbraced by faith, 
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is taken, accepted, and allowed of God, our perfect 
and full juſtification.” 

Think of this matter with reſpect to yourſelves, 
You muſt die. You muſt appcar before a holy God. 
wito hates fin, and has dec! ared that the ſoul that ſin- 
ncth ſhall die. Are you not aſking -- W luerew n 
mall I come before the Lord, a: ok appear betore th: 
moſt high God?” You khave' now heard, Not 
works of righteouſneſs which you have done. T het: 
are imperfe& and inſufficient. The beit of then; 
mixed with fin. Truſt not to them.  Renounce 
them all, and ſay with St. an, « Yea, doubtiels. 

ng and drojs, that |] ma. 
win Chriſt and be found it him, not having mi 
wn nghteouſneſs, but that wich is through ti: 
faith of Chriſt, the righteouineis which is of God, by 
faith.” If you truſt to any thing elſe, you * fru! 
trate,” as much as you can, © the grace of God, 
and in effect ſay, that“ Chriſt died in vain.” This 
is a blaſphemy that you do not intend, but all ſelt- 
rig!)teoutneis ſpeaks this torrid language. Renem- 
1 Co r. 111. 11. other fouii dn- 
tion can no Nat! lay than that is laid, which 1 1 jets 
Chrift;” this alone can bear this Weight of a ſinner 
ſalvation ; every other will give way when the itorin 
comes, and bury the builder in its See 

But 1 hope better things of you, my brethren. 
even the things which acco; any ſalvation. 
hope you are convinced of ſin, # nd alſo. of rightcout- 
neſs; that you are hungering and thirſting after it, 
Bz of good It is the gil tt of God, freely be- 


UY 


good comfort. 6 
ſtowed, without any defcrvings on the part of the 
ſinner. © Aſk and ye ſhall receive. Seck, and ye 
ſhall find. Knock, and it thall be opened units 

37 1 © HE... . * : 'F { 
vou.“ Pray to God for faith. It is the work ©! 


the Holy Spirit ro produce it. 


Faith cometh by hea:- 
333 
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SERMON IV, TY 


ing. Continue to hear his word; and expect, that, 
in waiting upon God, he will enable you to mix faith 
with it, that fo it may profit your foul. 
* Have any of you, my brethren, put on the Lord 
© Teſus? Is he the foundation of your hopes? 3s his 
righteouſneſs the rock on which you build? the wed- 
i ding garment in which you reſolve to appear before 
* him ? | call upon you to rejoice, Bleſſed are your eyes 
© for they ſee, and your cars for they hear, Bleſſed is 
your heart, for therewith you have believed unto ſal- 
vation. Now you may lay with the church (Ia. Ixi. 
10.) © I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul 
hall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteouſneſs !'* Happy believer | go on 
thy way rejoicing. The ſting of death is gone. Who 
ſhall condemn thee? God hath juſtified thee. Thou 
knoweſt in whom thou haſt believed; and he will aſ- 
ſuredly keep that which thou haſt committed unto 
him. Wear this righteouſneſs as thy breaſt-plate. 
It ſhall guard thy heart from fear, in ſickneſs and in 
death. Yea, thus defended, thou thalt appear with 
boldneſs in the preſence of God. Filled with holy 
Joy and gratitude, let thy lips and life proclaim the 
1 ot the Lord. Prove to all the world, that the 
fame faith which juſtifies the ſoul, ſanctifies the heart; 
that this doctrine is according to godlineſs; and that 
the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, teach- 
eth thee to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live righteoutly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent 
evil world.” Let the following lines be the ſincere 
language of every ſoul : 

y he all my heart, and all my ways, 

4 Directed to thy ſingle praiſe ; 

And let my glad obedience prove 


% How much [ owe, how much I love.“ 
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x2 CHRIST, THE END OF THE LAW, G&c, 


The Law and GOSPEL diſtinguiſbed. 


Tux law commands, and makes us know, 
W hat duties to our God we owe; 

But tis the goſpel muſt reveal 

Where lics our ſtrength to do his will. 


The law diſcovers guilt and fin, 

And ſhews how vile our hearts have been ; 
Only the goſpel can expreſs 

Forgiving love and cleanſing grace. 


What curſes doth the law denounce 
Againſt the man that fails but once? 
But in the goſpel Chriſt appears, 
Pard'ning the guilt of num'rous years. 


My ſoul, no more attempt to draw 
Thy life and comfort from the law; 
Fly to the hope the goſpel gives; 

The man that truſts the promiſe lives. 
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2 THE FALL OF MAN, 


ECCLESIASTES vii. 29. 


God made man upright; but they have ſought out man; 
iuveutious. 


HESE are the words of Solomon, the King oi 


Iſrael; and appear to be the reſult of much ob- 


ſervation and experience. Poſſeſſed of ſuperior ta- 
lents, and placed in the higheſt ſtation, he reſolved to 
attain the utmoſt degree of wiidom ; but his ſucceſs 
was not equal to his wiſhes. He perceived, however, 
the extreme folly of having ſo many wives and con- 
cubines; and ſays, verſe 28.—*« One man among a 
thouſand have | found; but a woman among all thofe 
have | not found; that is, among his courtiers and 
flatterers, one man, perhaps, among a thouſand he 
found on whom he could depend; but not one 
among his thoutand wives and concubines. „ But 
this only, ſaith he, have I found—that God made 
man upright ; but they have fought out many inven- 
tions.“ | his he was ſure of. He had no doubt re- 
ſpecting this; and to this apoſtaſy of man he trace: 
up all the evils he ſaw and felt. 

Theſe words repreſent two things —namely, 

The original, and apeſtate ſtate of man. 

Firſt, Let us conſider the original ſtate of man. 
« God made man upright.” 

Mun, fignifies the firſt man, Adam; the father and 
head of all men; in whom the whole human race was 
included. God made him; formed him out of the 
duſt of the earth; and breathed into his noſtrils the 
breath of life, Gen. ii. 7, God made him upright; this 
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4 rally and habitually righteous. 
2 perly diſpoſed towards God; with a love of good, and 


y 


© and diſpoſition of his mind. 
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SERMON v. 3 


does not mean in his bodily ſtature, but in the frame 
« God created man in 
his own image, in his own likenets.” He was natu- 
His heart was pro- 


2 hatred of evil. The law was not written for him 


in tables of fone, but it was written upon his heart. 


His mind was endued with true knowledge, (Col. 
He knew his maker. He knew his glorious 
perfections; his power, his wiſdom, his holineſs, and 
his goodneſs. He knew his relation to God, his due 
ty to him, and his dependence on him. He ſaw the 
glory and goodneſs of God in his works, He ſtudied 
them, that he might glority God in them; hence we 
find him giving names to the creatures, which, in the 
original, thew that he had obſerved them, and under- 
ſtood their nature. 

His wi! was conformed to the will of God. Tt 
had no fuch bias to evil as we now have; but it was 
diſpoſed to comply with the divine will in all reſpects. 

The afe71ons of his ſoul were holy and heavenly. 
He loved God above all. He conſidered him as the 
ſupreme good, and the grand ſource of his happineſs. 
He loved the creatures for God's ſake; and all the 
beauty or iweetneis he found in them, led him to 


XZ adore and love his God the more. 


In this ſtate man vas truly bleſſed and honour- 
able. His mind was calm. His conſcience was eaſy. 
He knew no guilt. He felt no ſhame. He was a 
No angry paitons diſturbed his 
10ut. ts Dody was fice trom diſeaſe and pain. He 
convericd 19 ud, and was as happy as paradiſe 
could make nm. 

tal le continued in his Rate of uprightneſs for a 
certain ume, he would, probably, have been tranſlat- 
ed, WitY-ut palnor death, to a heavenly (tate, ſtill hap- 
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4 THE FALL OF MAN, 


pier; and all his poſterity would have been confirme! 
in the ſame condition of holineſs and happineſs, with. 
oat the danger of falling, as he did: for as it is certain, 


that all mankind, deſcended from Adam, are involved 


in theconfequences of his fall; we may juſtly conclude, 
that had he maintained his integrity, they would all 
have ſhared in the happy fruit of it. But alas, though 
God made man upright; he hath ſought out 
many inventions.” „The crown 1s fallen from !i; 


head, the glory is departed from him.” This is a 
point which it greatly concerns us to know. This 


one of the firſt principles of our religion, on which 
all the reſt depend. For if man is not at vari: 
with his creator, what need of a Mediator? It he bt 
not depraved and undone, what neceſfity of a RH 
and Saviour ? If he is not inflaved to fin, why is 
reacemed by Jeſus Chriit? It he is not pol uted, why 
muſt he be we/hed in the blood of the Lamb? It tis 
ion! is not djerdered, what occaſion is there for a di- 
vine Phy/izian ? In a Word, if he is not born in /'y, 
why is a zew birth ſo neceſſary, that Chriſt ſolemnly 
declares, without it no man can © ſee the kingdom o 
God:?“ et us then attend, in the ſecond place to 

The preſent apoſtate ſlate of man. 

Satan, full of hatred to God, and envying the haps 


pineſs of man, deviſed the method of his deſtruction, 
with infernal cunning. He aſſaulted “ the weaxcr 


veſlel” firſt; queſtioned, and then denied the word 
of God; repreſented the command, not to cat of the 


tree, as very ſevere; and the eating of it as quite 
harmleſs, yea, as highly advantageous. * Ye ſhall . 


not ſurely die, ſaid the devil; though God had ſaid, 


« Ye ſhall ſurely die.” Thus Eve was deceived, and 


became the unhappy means of ſeducing her huſband. "KF 


Thus both our firſt parents fell from their original 
ſtate of purity and bliſs ; and, as a token of God's? 
dreadiu! 


ſhall * 


ſaid, 

and 
and. 
zina 


04's 


dul 


F I : . * : | 
dreadful diſpleaſure, were baniſhed from the garden 
of Eden. | i 

| But you muſt obſerve, that in and by this fall of 


our firſt parents, all their poſterity likewiſe fell. So, 


St. Paul aſſures us, Rom. v. 12. By one man, fin 


entered into the world, and death by fin; and fo 


death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned:“ 
© and again, verle 15. through the offence of one, 
fi many are dead :” and again, verſe 18 © by the of- 
$ fence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
= demnation.”” 
ln conſequence of our fall in Adam, our nature is 
wholly corrupt. Our hearts are naturally carnal and 
eworldly. We forſake God, the fountain of happi- 
nmeis; and vainly ſtrive to make ourſelves happy in fin 
and folly ; or, as our text has it“ we have tought 
out many inventions''— many vain reaſonings—many 
- fooliſh queſtions and ſpeculations! What are the 
numberleſs inventions of men, but weak and wicked 
attempts to procure happineſs without God, and con- 
ztrary to his will, What inventions to pleaſe the ima- 
-gination | Hence the loads of novels which burden 
the world, and are read and reliſned far better than 
tlie word of truth, What inventions to delight the 
eyes! Hence plays, and ſhews, and all the vanity of 
res. What inventions to pleaſe the ear! Hence all 
the charms of muſic, vocal and inſtrumental. What 
inventions to gratify the taſte! Hence all the art of 
cookery, collecting niceties from every quarter of the 
world. Of how many may it be faid, that their 


pelly their god. What inventions are there to kill 
time! Short as life is, and we all complain it is ſo 
hort, it drags on too ſlowly for many. Hence the 
parious amuſements, eſpecially playing at cards, in- 
hented on purpole to kill time. Ah ! how ſoon will 
| 20 E 3 theſe 
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6 THE FALL OF MAN. 


theſe murderers of time, wiſh for one of their lot 


hours, when time with them ſhall be no more. Wa: th 
inventions are there to gratify pride f What contr- «6 
vances to wake us look greater and finer than on m 
neighbours! What inventions to become rich and WM fir 
great; for this, men ſpend all their ſtrength, and riſk br 
their health and life. What inventions to deceive  W it 
one another, and to appear what we-really are not | le. 
But there are worſe inventions {till in matters of N 
religion. What inventions of doctrine ! how man; w 
teach, for divine truth, the commandments of men WM pi 
What inventions in the worſhip of God! Hence al! fo 
idolatry and ſuperſtition ; batefal to God, and hurt. Fw 
ful to man. What inventions as to the way of ac: ſt⸗ 
ceptance with God! There is but one true way, ai m 
that is Chriſt ; but inſtead of this, men have invent. . li 
ed a thoufand ways; pretending by their own virtue, be 
goodneſs, morality, charity, and devotion, to recom. th 
mend t1emfelves to God. | to 
Not to dwell any longer on the word © invent. th. 
ons,“ let us take a general view of man in his fall“ 
ſtate. li 
See, What ignorance veils his mind. How wretc!- 2. 
ed and near to the ftate of brute beaſts. are million 7 Pr 
of the human race; the Indians of America, and tl! le 
Blacks of Africa! Yea, even in Europe, which! th 
more enlightened; and in England too; a counts fit 
full of churches and bibles; O how many thouſanc 
are in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death]! Yes, evi RW 
many of thoſe who are ſcholars, are wife enough i123 by 
worldly things, know not God, know not themſelves , 12 
know not Jeſus Chriſt. How many that ſeem to P 
religious, worſhip an * unknown God,” being igno th 
rant of their fallen ſtate, and therefore ignorant of tin 77 


 falvation of the Redeemer. 1 
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But ignorance is not all. Conſider the carnality of 
the mind: The heart is gone from God. 
„ not like to retain God in its knowledge.” How 
many are ſaying to God, “ Depart from us, we de- 
© fire not the knowledge of thy ways :” and ſay, my 
& brethren, Is it not ſo with ſome of you? Why elſe is 
you do not love prayer? Why do you neg- 
lect the bible? Why do you break the fa>batl? 
Why do you take pleaſure in the company of the 
wicked, while you laugh at ſerious people, and true 
X piety? Your conſcience ſometimes fmites you for this, 
for you know they are right, and you are wrong: and 
were you on a dying bed, you would gladly be in their 
You have an immortal ſoul, which you know 
+ muſt he ſaved for ever, or loſt for ever, and yet you 
live as if you had no foul at all. And though religion 
be the great buſineſs of man, it is the only buſineſs 
that you neglect ; it is the only buſineſs that you hate 
to ſee others mind. And does not this convince you 
thut you are carnal indeed? 
2 * Even achild is known by his doings” “ focl- 
* ifhneſs is bound up in the heart of a child,” Prov. xx. 
[ Have you never obſerved the envy, 
pride, and paſſion of little children? They could not 
learn theſe evil tempers from others. 
them into the world with them. 


It does 


They brought 
They were born in 


Look at young people. The ſeeds of ſin which 
were in their nature ſpring up and grow apace. 
bud of vice now begins to blow. See the forward, 
raſh youth, full of pride and ſelf-conceit, deſpiſing his 
parents, impatient of controul, burſting every bond, 
that he may purſue his pleaſures; and determined to 
indulge his luſts, though at the expence of health, 
character, and life itſelf. O who can lament, as it 
de ſerves, the ſhameful, the warſe than brutal le ydneſs 


The 


of 
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of both ſexes? This vice awfully prevails ; 
though ſome may laugh at it, and think it a little fy, 
let them know, that © whoremongers and adultere:; 
God will judge,” Heb. x11, 4. | I 
What ſhall we ſay of prophanene/s ? „ Becauſe !' Haid 
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4 {wearing the land mourneth;“ the ſtreets, the roads, olle 
1 the fields, the ale-houfes, ring with the horrid lan-. or 
. guage of hell. The throat of the {wearer 1s * an men 
1 open ſepulchre,“ belching forth, in oaths and cure, eck 
a ſtench more hateful to God than the ſmell of a hu- Hoge 
| man carcaſe to man. This is ſo common, that w: oo 


almoſt forget its criminality ; but what ſaith the law © f 
& Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy Cs 
in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltlets thu: he 


= 


—— 


it taketh his name in vain.”” Surely this is a ſin, which, 1 
l above moſt others, ſhews that man is wofully falle eon 
[7 and wicked; or how could he practiſe, how coul4!: Wor 
iþf love, this unprofitable vice ? tur! 
| Time would fail us to ſpeak of a thouſand oth: evil 
ii evils which proceed out of the heart. Read the cata- in a 
q logue given by our Saviour himſelf, Matt. xx. 19. ſa c 
U. « Evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, tho! 
| | thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphemy ; theſe come forth Eta! 
„5 from the heart, and they defile the man.“ Ihe 
bd; The ſcriptures abound with teſtimonies to this fa) in 
truth. Read the following, Gen. vi. 5. And God e. 
2 ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in the au! 
b + earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 0 8 
12 his heart was only evil continually ; and it repentc.! 2829 
4 the Lord that he had made man on the carth, and i: ro. 
* grieved him at his heart.“ See alſo, Gen. viii. 21. en 
ls The imagination of man's heart is evil from his bl 


pong.” Read alſo, Job xi. 12. Vain man would 
e wiſc, though man be born like a wild aſs's colt? 
and chap. xv. 14. What is man, that he ſhould be >: 
clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he 5 
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16; mould be righteous ?” And leſt any ſhould think that 
all people are not ſo bad, and that theſe things are 


ſe of Faid only of openly wicked perſons, obſerve what the 
ad; Following ſcripture declares, Pſalm xiv. 2, 3. The 
lan-. ord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
© 21 nen, to ſee if there were any that did underſtand and 
rice, Neck God. They are al/ gone afide ; they are all 
y- Pogether become filthy; there is none that doeth 
t w: good: no, not one.” Ina word, ſee the true picture 
aw/ pf fallen man, in Jerem. xvii. 9. The heart is 
(70 Peceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked: 
tha! ho can know it ?” 
lich, Thus, then, is this terrible, but ufeful truth, fully 
Allen Feonfirmed. None can deny it, without denying the 
11; word of God, But if theſe teſtimonies are not enough, 
turn your eyes to the ſtate of mankind in this preſent 
the: evil world; and you will find ſad proof that man is 
ala. ina fallen ſtate. Is not “ the earth curſed for man's 


7 


19, fac?“ and why doth it bring forth ſo plentifully f 
ons, thorns and briars, while uſeful plants, and fruit, and 
Orth Fun cannot be produced without great labour? 4 
The earth itſelf preaches to us this humbling doc- 4 
; {a4 Wine; and while man gains his daily bread with the 9 
God ucat of his brow, let him learn that fin is the fatal | 
the "i auſe. 4 
ts et Sometimes the earth is deluged with dangerous A 
ante! Foods. At other times it is hardened by exceſſive y 
1d ji; Wrought. Dreadful peals of thunder ſhake the hea- 
21. dens, feartul flaſhes of lightning fill the ſkies. Hor- 
hie fible carthquakes cleave the ground, and open a ſudden 
grave for thouſands. Burning mountains belch forth 
„It; heir deſtructive contents. The ſeas, raiſed to fur 
Id be ey ſtormy winds, bury the poor helpleſs ſeamen. 
at hc errible plagues {weep away whole cities in a few 
ould Hays. What is the language of theſe fearful meſſen- 
2 gers? 


10 THE FALL OF MAN, 


gers? They all unite to ſay, Man is fallen, and Go! 
IS angry, — * 
Conlider alſo the ſorrows of mothers in bringing 
forth their offspring: the cries and tears, and pains, 
and death of little babes. Think of the various 
tierce and agonizing diſeaſes of mankind. What i; 
the world but a huge hoſpital ? and where almoſt the 
houſe where there is not one fick ? How many ot 
our poor fellow creatures are pining in poverty, 07 
racked with pain, or raving with madneſs. {ut 
your eyes to the dying bed of a fellow mortal. Look 
at his ghaſtly countenance. See how he is convulicd, 
how he labours for life. Ar laſt, with a mourn!u! 
groan, hi bids adieu to this wretched world. 1 
the pale and lifeleſs corple. In a few days, per! 
in a few hours, it begins to change. e e 
ſeizes it; and the body once ſo dear and pleaſant, t 
parent, the wife, or the child, muſt be“ buried oute 
our fight ;** muſt be conſigned to the Cark, cold, 11 
loathfome grave, to become the prey of ſordid worin 


What a terrible proof does all this afford of our fins 
ſtate ! 
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if! And now w hat ſhall we fox 25 theſe things ? Is th: "© 
4 the itate of man «iow rv is it that he ho“ 
14 Knowit. Ve ber at the be Zinning, that it ; 1 91 ad 
(4k one of tlie nit principles of our religion, and wither pies 
ſh knowing this, we cannot underſtand the reſt. 1 ben Ept a 

are three things, the ublointe neceſſity of which vi 155 
may learn from what has been ſaid, namely, Xe. c 2” 
tion, Reps ntauce, and Rege er alin ns 3 7 


x; Redemption (God hates fin with infinite ab 
rence. Sin renders us abominable in his 1 
66] it A 


SERMON V. 11 


The wages of fin is death.“ He will render in- 
Wicnation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, upon 
very ſoul of man that doeth evil.” How then can 
e eſcape the damnation of hell? Bleſſed be God, he 
Path ſo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 


102 Bon, to be our Redeemer and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt 
\t i; bas died for finners, the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 
: the to God. By his blood, reconciliation is made for 
iy of Wiquity ; and by his Spirit our nature is renewed z ſo 
„e Wat we may be fully reſtored to the favour and image 
um f God. 

03%; 2. See alſo the need of Repentance, or ſuch a fight 
lied, and ſenſe of fin as leads to godly ſarrow and ſelf- ab- 
1] Porrence. Alas, how far from this are many, who 
% et call themſelves Chriſtians. Hear the proud pha- 


+.» Mſce crying, © God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
&ig; - other men are;” or boaſting that ne has a good heart, 
t, th and a clear conſcience ; that he does his duty to the 
ut beſt of his power, and never hurt any body in all his 
life. This is the wretched cant of poor, ignorant, 
grin, eluded fouls, who know not © the plague of their 
Gy, Ven heart.” God forbid this ſhould be our cafe, 
&ct us rather, like all the good men we read of in 
=Eripture, confeſs our fins, loathe ourſelves, and repent 
I duſt and aſhes. Then ſhall we thankfully receive 
We free mercy and forgiving love of God through je- 

4 ns Chriſt. | 
th 3: From hence alſo we learnThe neceſſity of Rege- 


(ol py 4tron. If we are born in fin, we muſt be born again. 
ui: our. Saviour ſolemnly declared to Nicodemus, 
ithem A ohn ili. 3. 50 Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Ex- 
{| | FP! 2 man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom 
-h i: God. We muſt have a new heart; that is, anew 
_ {poſition of heart; ſuch a change within as may be 


ſtly called a new creation. And this is far more 
an the baptiſm of water, We muſt be born of 


water 


n 
* + — ates. 


12 THE FALL OF MAN. 


water and of the Holy Ghoſt ;”* that is, we wut | 3 


experience the power of the Spirit on our min, 
which is like that of water on the body, to clear! 
and purify it from fin. Water, in baptiſm, is . 
outward viſible ſign,“ but there is alſo, “an inward 
and ſpiritualgrace ;*” and this is, “a death unto fin, 
and a new birth unto righteouſneſs,” 

How important then is the knowledge of our fallen 
ſtate! May the Holy Spirit ſo bleſs what has now 
been ſaid concerning it, that, diſcovering rhe difcz!: 


of our nature, we may highly prize the great phyſician, 4 


of ſouls ; may lie low before a holy God in the dat 
of humiliation ; yet looking up for pardoning mercy, 
and for ſanctifying grace, daily to renew us in the {p.- 


rit of our minds; till, being made meet for heaven, 8 


we are admitted into that bleſſed ſtate, where fin an! 


the redeemed, we ſhall celebrate our glorious rec 
very from the ruins of the fall, aſcribing ſalvation 
God and the Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen. 


me 


ſorrow ſhall be known no more; and where, with : Us 
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1 REDEMPTION, 


EPHESIANS 1. 6. 


In whom we have Redemption through his blood, 


HE word Redemption 1s perhaps the moſt com- 
1 pichenſive that our own language, or aiy 


other, can afford. Redemption itſelf is certainly th: F 
greateſt · bleſſing that God can beſtow, or man receive. 
Tis this that ſtrikes the joyful firings of the heavenh! 
This is the burden of that ever-new ſon: | 


harpers. 
which none but the Redeemer can ſing.—“ Worthy 


is the Lamb that was ſlain, for thou haſt redecmed 


us to God by thy blood, out of every Kindred, an! 
tongue, and people, and nation.” 


The ſalvation of man, under whatever name it i: 


deſcribed, always ſuppoſes his fallen, guilty, ruined, 
and helpleſs ſtate: nor can we underſtand one wor! 
of the goſpel aright without knowing this. He :: 


dangerouſly diſcaſed : Chriſt is the [+> re and 


ſalvation his cure. He 1s naked: Chriſt covers bin 
with his righteouſneſs. He is famiſhed: Chriſt 1; 
his meat and drink. He is in darkneſs : Chriſt is hi 
light. He ſtands at the bar, accuſed, and ready t 


be condemned: Chriſt appears as his ſurety, and 
pleads his righteouſneſs for his juſtification. So lice! 
Man is in bondage: Chriſt pays tl: 


in the text. 
ranſom, and procures his diſcharge. 


Come then, my friends, and let us attend to tlii 


great ſubject; and remember, that we are fixing ou! 


minds on the ſame delightful theme that engages the 


hearts and harps of glorified ſaints ; and which wil 
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employ our grateful tongues to all eternity, if we ae 4 


found among the ranſomed of the Lord, 


Redemp- 1 


Veſt. 
lien c 


111 de 
erty 


3 | SERMON VT. 3 


Redemption, among men, is the deliverance of 
perſons out of a ſtate of captivity and bondage, by the 
arm of power, or rather by the payment of a price, 
tor their ranſom. The recovery of God's choten 
x p2ople from the ruins of tlic fall is therefore deſcribed 
by this term; becauſe they are, by nature, in a 
n- Wc cetched ſtate of bondage and flavery ; from which 
they could never deliver themſelves ; and in which, 
if not delivered, they muft perith for ever. But 
BC lriſt, the Son of God, out of his infinite love and 
Uuy | compaſſion, undertook the deliverance; aud by pay - 
1; Wing down a ſufficient price, even his own precious 
iy @Þlood, as a ranſom, delivered them from ruin, and 
cd reſtored them to liberty. 

nl That we may better underſtand this redemption of 
| oft man, let us conſider His captivitz—his helpleſſs 
tif and, the means of his deliverance. 

ed, 2} Conſider, firſt, the ſtate of man as a captive and a 
or. Wave. Captives, among men, are perſons taken in 
war and made pritoners. In many caies, they were 
and led very ill; put to ſhame; doomed to hard labour; 
him Fonfined in chains, prifons, or mines; led at the 
ſt 5] hariot wheels of their conquerors ; and ſometimes 
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13} ut to death in a wanton and cruel manner. To i 
y 0 his day the poor blacks are treated as captives, and Et 
and Nept in a ſtate of bondage. Ships are ſent from Eng- i 
lu! and and other countries to Africa, on purpoſe to {AP 
5 the Jet hundreds and thouſands of them tor ſlaves. They 1 | 
re itolen, or procured under various and wicked Wo 
 thz retences; torn from the boſoms of their deareſt re- "730 
o ations; forced away from their own country; cloſe! 4d ; 


* 
— 
2 — 
— 
8 


owcd together in a ſhip; and, when brought to the 
win et- Indies, fold like beaſts in a market. They are 
© alt en doomed to hard labour, and often to cruel uſage; 
ll death puts an end to their miſeries, or their li- 
em- erty is obtained by paying a ſum of money for it. 
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4 REDEMPTION, 


In ſuch a caſe, a man may be ſaid to be redeemed; and 
ceaſing to be a ſlave, he becomes a freeman. II 


may give us ſome idea of the nature of Redemption. 2 
When God made man he made him upright : e 28 
made him free; but he ſoon loſt his liberty. Satz der 
attacked him, and prevailed againſt him; and na rob 
againſt him only, but againſt all his poſterity. 1: ima; 
this ſtate we are born; in this we live; and in ti; he r 


we die and periſh, unleſs the Redemption of Chi: WM elf 
is applied to our ſouls by the Holy Spirit. Lo hear 
would pity a number of poor captives if you {4 help 
them in heavy chains; if you ſaw them ſtript pan 
their cloathing, robbed of their wealth, or ſol: IF prif 
like beaſts; if you ſaw them cruelly abuſed at. b, B 
beaten, and pining to death in pain and miſcr, was 


Well, this 15 our own ſtate by nature, We are con mig 
A ram STA 

* e anz zr remove zen ur orig gen 
happy condition; deprived of our true riches, t. ſcen 


image and favour of God ; tied and bound with 1: Wret 
chains of our fins; baſr'y employed by the devil! 55 bloc 
the horrid drudgery of our luſts; and, if grace pri fame 
vent it not, liable to be ſummoned by death mts : [ A had 
awſul eternity, to receive the wages of our fin, wit liver 
is eternal miſery. 3 

From this ſad condition we cannot deliver ou: A 


ſelves. We have neither the will nor the pow ed tc 
It is the peculiar miſery of finful man that he Kno us, b 
not his miſery. Other captives groan for treeco! Or O 
Even a bird or a beaſt, deprived of liberty, ſtrugad that 
to get free; but more wretched and ſtupid finnn 3 
deny that they are flaves; and foohithly boaſt, 10 * 
the ſews, © ti at they were never in bondage to a 2 : 
man.” They bug their yoke ; they love their priloY ak 
and fancy muſic in the rattling of their chains. rs 
any here are in this condition, may God open the Aug 


eyes, and deliver them from the ſad infatuation. : 


SERMON vI. 5 


But if a man had a wil! to be free he has not the 
WT power. What ranſom can he offer? Can he make 
WM ſatisfaction to the injured law of God? Can he ren- 
der back to his Maker the glory of which he has 
12M robbed him? Or can he reſtore to his own foul the 
image of God, which is loſt and ſpoiled by fin? Can 
ow he renew his ſinful nature to holineſs, or make him- 
lum ſelt a new creature? No; it is impoſſible. If the 
(01M heart of God do not pity ; if the hand of God do not 
a WF help; he muſt die a ſlave, and be the eternal com- 
't IF panion of his cruel tyrant, and fellow-ſlaves in the 
loch # priſon of hell. 
a. But bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt ! When there 
le, was no eye to pity, no hand to help, his own al- 
con mighty arm brought ſalvation. The ſon of God, 
„, touched with compaſſion for periſhing man, de— 
tl ſcended from his throne of glory, and viſited our 
\ {2 x wretched abode. Becauſe his people were fleſh and 
i]; X blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
lame; that through death he might deſtroy him that 
0:1 X had the power of death, that is, the devil; and de- 
liver them who, through fear of death, were all their 
lite time ſubject to bondage,“ Heb. ii. 14, 15. 


ow Among the Jews, the right of Redemption belong- 
wwe! ed to the kinſman. Jeſus Chriſt, in order to redeem 
1012 us, became a man, the kinſman of our nature, * bone 


on, of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh ;” “ for both he 
that ſanct fieth, and they that are ſanctified, arc all of 


ane one; for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them 
1,8 Þrethren, Heb. ii. 1. 

a The Redemption of captives is uſually by paying 
I, a price or ranſom. This Chritt paid, and the price 
was no leſs than his blood; ſo ſays our text“ In 
the hom we have redemption through his blood.” 


And fo St. Peter ſpeaks, 1 Eph. i. 18. Ye were not 
F 3 le- 
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6 | REDEMPTION, 


redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold. 
but with the precious blood of Chriſt” “ not by ſy 
mean a price as the periſhing riches of this world, all \ 


ſuch as the filver and gold, which are paid for buy. F NN 
ing poor captives out of bondage, miſery, and ſlavery ven 
among men: but it was at no leſs a price than th: all! 
noble and invaluable precious blood, ſufferings, and MX ove 
death of the Son of God. "3 hea\ 
Having taken a general view of redemption, let u con 
deſcend to ſome particulars by which we may better * his 


underſtand the ſubject, and be more affected with it. bodt, 
The natural man is a captive of the Devil—of the him 
Fleſh—of the World of the Law—and of the Graue. that 


From all theſe Chriſt delivers his people. = Y 

I. We are all, by nature, captives of the Devil vie © 
This may ſeem to you a hard ſaying, but it is too pecu 
true; ſee the proof of it in 2 Tim. ji. 26—* that com 
they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the emo 
Devil, who are taken captives by him at his will- II 
taken alive, as captives of war, to be enſlaved and RF our 


ruined by the devil. O how dreadful is the power of | A bodi 
Satan over wicked men! They are not aware of it, FRF are 1 
or they would earneſtly pray, Lead us not into |" 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” or the evil 3 
one, St. John ſays, The whole world lieth in 
wickedneſs, or in the wicked one,” 1 John v. 19. 3 
and St. Paul ſays, He worketh in the children f 
diſobedience,” Eph. ii. 2. So that there is more 
truth in ſome common expreſſions, uſed by wicked 
people, than they are aware of; as when they ſay, 
« The devil is in you.“ It is awiully true of all un- 
converted ſinners. And it deterves notice, how ſuch 

ople continually ſport with ſuch words as theſe- 


damuation, Surely theſe words ſhow who is thc: 
maſler, 


* 


SERMON VI. 7 


* maſter, and what is likely to be their place and por- 


tion. May God diſcover the evil of ſuch things to 
all who practiſe them. 
Now the bleſſed Redeemer came down from hea- 


Ty = ven to deſtroy the works of the devil. He overcame 


all his temptations in the wilderneſs; he triumphed 


over him on the croſs; and when he aſcended into 
@ heaven, * he led captivity captive; 


* 1 8 

* 

- - * 
* 
4 
e 


37 


conquered the 


conqueror, and bound the ſtrong one. He ſhewed 
his power over devils, by caſting them out of the 
= bodies of men; and he ſtill ſnews his power, by caſting 
him out of the /ou/s of all who believe in him. O 
1 that he may ſhew this power among us this moment! 


Ves, my friends, if we are redeemed from Satan 
vie are redeemed 19 Gd - redeemed to God, as his 
peculiar property; for his honour and ſervice; for 


communion with him now; and for the everlaſting 
= enjoyment of him in glory. 


II. We are all, by nature, captives of the Fes; 


our minds are fleſhly; “ Sin reigns in our mortal 

= bodies; we obey it in the luſts thereof; our members 
? are inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs; we have yielded 
our members ſervants to uncleanneſs and to iniquity: 
for his ſervants we are to whom we obey, Rom. vi. 
12, &c. . 


Is not this true, my friends? Are not ſome here 


preſent yet the ſlaves of fin; one of drunkenneſs; 


another of ſwearing; another of fornication; another 


of lying; another of thieving, or ſome other deadly 


tin? Ah, Sirs, “ the end of theſe things is death:“ 


3 for theſe things fake cometh the wrath of God 
2X upon the children of diſobedience.” 


Alas! how 
many are ſtrong advocates for human libery, who 
are themſelves the ſlaves of corruption! © For of 
whom a man is overcome, of the ſame is ke brought 
in bondage,” 2 Pet. ii. 19. 


But, 
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8 REDEMPTION. 


But, adored be Jeſus, he came to © ſave us from 
our ſins;“ © that we, being delivered from the hand 
of our enemies, might ſerve him without fear, in ho— 
lineſs and righteouſneſs before him, all the days of 
our lite.” By the power of his Spirit, his people are 
born again,” and made © new creatures in Chritt 
Jeſus, old things pa's away, and all things become 
new.” They are not 1n the fleſh, but in the Spirit; 
they walk not according to the fleſh; they are enabled 
to crucity the old man of ſin, and to put on the new 


holineſs without which no man can fee the Lord. 
III. We are all, by nature, captures of the ori. 
or, as the {cripture expreſſes it. Walk according ty 
the courſe of this world,” willingly carried along with 
the ſtream of ſin, and fooliſhly thinking we ſhall do 
well, becauſe we do like others; forgetting that 
& broad is the road that leadeth to death, and many 
there be that walk therein ;”” while the narrow way 
to life is found by very few. By nature we are con- 
formed to the world; to its fooliſh cuſtoms, maxim, 
dreſs, and amutements; and alſo to its dangerous, 
miſtaken notions of religion. People are atraid to 
think for themſelves; they take the religion of their 
neighbours on truſt, without examining, by the 
word of God, whether it be right or wrong, true or 
falſe. | 
But our bleſſed Lord“ gave himſelf for our fins, 
that he might deliver us from this preſent evil world,” 
from the fins, ſnares, cuſtoms, and faſhions of the 
men of this world. St. Peter ſpeaks of being redeem- 
ed from © our vain converſation, received by tradi- 
tion from our fathers.““ It matters not what we were 
brought up to, nor what our forefathers lived in: if 
it was wrong we muſt forſake it. We mnſt confeis 


Chriſt betore men, or he will deny us before angels : 
| | all 


man of grace; and to live, in ſome degree, in that 
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SERMON VI. 


and we ſhall not be aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
if we know it to be the power of God to our own 
ſalvation; but rather glory in the croſs of Chriſt, by 
which we are crucified to the world, and the world to 
us. Then we are the true diſciples of Chriſt, when 
we are not of the world, even as he was not of the 
world. | 

IV. We are all, as ſinners, captives and priſoners to 
the broken Law and offended 'Fu/tice of God. 'The 
law juſtly demands of us, perfect and perpetual obe- 
dience, If we fail in one point we are guilty of all 
and fall under its fearful curſe, The law demands our 
obedience, or our blood. If we diſobey but once, our 
lives are forfeited. We are condemned already; and, 
if death find us in that ſtate, it ſhuts up for ever 1n 
hell. 

But, glory be to the Lamb of God, that he came 
into tac world to 1ave ſinners; and as there could ve 
no remiſſion of fins but by the ſhedding of blood, he 
frecly gave himſelf for us, and died for our fins, “ the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God.“ 
Thus he gave himſelf “ a ranſom'' for us; and re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
curſe for us,“ Gal. ili. 13. Hereby, all who believe 
in him are “ delivered from the wrath to come.“ 
«© There is therefore now no condemnation to them.“ 
They have paſſed from death unto life; and © who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 
God that juſtificth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chriſt that died.“ In conſequence of this, they 
are entitled to peace of conſcience, even the peace of 
God that paſſech all underſtanding. 

Finally, We are all, by reaſon of ſin, doomed to 
death, and ſhall ſhortly be priſoners of the Grave. 
This is the houſe appointed for all hving ; to this 


dark abode we muſt ſoon remove, and there remain 
1 | till 
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10 REDEMPTION. 
till the great day, when there ſhall be a reiurreQion 
both of the juſt and the unjuſt. 

But the glorious Redeemer has ſaid of his people, 

| will ranſom them from the power of the grave; 
] will redeem them from death: O death, I will be 
thy plagues z O grave, 1 will be thy deftruction !” 
Yes, Jeſus is made unto us redemption 3 namely, 
* the redemption of the body;“ and “ the creature 
itſelf,“ that is the body, & ſhall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.” Then ſhall be brought to pals 
the ſaying that is written,“ Death is ſwe llowed The 
in victory. O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The ſting of death is fin, 
and the ſtrength of fin 1s the law : but thanks be 10 


God who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt.“ 
APPLICATION. 


And now, my friends, what think you of redemp- 
tion? Does it appear to you a little, ora great mat- 
ter? How are your hearts affected with it? Do you 
know that you are, or once was, in this miſerable 
bondage? You can never deſire deliverance, nor 
love the deliverer, till vou know this, When Ifracl 
was in Egypt, © they ſighed by rcaſon of their bon- 
dage, and they cricd, and their cry came up unto 
God by reaſon of their bonda; ge.“ Again, when 1 
rael was in babylon, © tlic Tat down by the rivers 
and wept; yea, they wept, when. they remembered 


Zion.“ 


your condition, it is your condition now. If you 
never ſought redemption, you never partook of it. 
If you never {aw any excellence and preciouſneſs in 
Chriſt, you are yet“ in the gall ol bitterneſs, yet in 

tlie 


Depend upon it, if you never ſaw this to be 
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the bond of iniquity.” Be adviſed, when you go 
home, to retire to ſome ſecret place; and, on your 
bended knees, implore the bleſſed Redeemer to ſet you 
free. Say, with the Pfſalmiſt, © Draw nigh to my 
ſoul, Has redeem it.” Look through the bars of 
your priſon to heaven, Cry to the Lord in your 
trouble, and he will fave you out of your diſtreſſ:s. 
Hear him ſaying—< Wilt thou be made free ??”” He 
ſtands ready to knock off thy fetters, and ſet thee at 
liberty. If it was neceffary for you to pay the price 


of redemption, you might well delpair | but the 
price is paid; nothing on your part is wanting but a 


heart and a hand to receive it. Come then, for all 


things are ready. * Let Iſrael hope in the Lord, 


for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is 
plentcous redemption.“ 


And you, who, through grace, have believed to the 


ſaving of your ſouls, come, and conſider the fad ſtate 
you were in; from which nothing could deliver you 


but the aſtoniſhing ranſom of the Saviour's blood. 


O {ce the malignity of fin, in the Redeemer's bloody 


ſweat in the garden, and in his dreadful pains on the 


3 croſs. 


Come and meditate on the love of Chriſt, © who 


loved you, and gave himſelf for you;” and who has, 
by his Spirit, brought home the redemption to vour 
heart. There was nothing good in you to engage him 
to do this; for © while we were yet enemies Chriſt died 
for us.” O be thankful for your wonderful deliver— 
E ance. © O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good; for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the re- 


deemed of the Lord fay fo, whom he hath redeemed 
from the hand of the enemy.“ Had a generous fel- 


low creature delivered you from Turkiſh flavery, or 


trom a Spaniſh inquiſition ; how would you expreſs 
your thanks? O, Sir, would you ſay, lam under 


INCX= 


—_— — 


— — 2 m— — * 
r 
41 + ef | 


& * n . s 
0 —Ü—— — — . 
” * 


4 
— 


— 


— 2 
—— 
— 


a 2 
* rr „ 
2 
— , 


—— 


2 2 — 


4 * — — 
1 


- 
— TS 
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I2 


inexpreſſible obligations; I have not ſuch anothe; 'Y 
friend in all the world; I ſhall never forget your 


kindneſs while I hve.” 


But no earthly friend can | 
«cc | 


redeem your ſoul from fin and hell, 
God, (ſaid a holy man) I could cauſe 
to ſpeak the worth and excellency, the 


h 


O, would fo FA 


aper and ink 
igh and loud 


praiſes of our brother Ranſomer ! Oh, the Ranſomer | * 
needs not my report; but if he would vouchſafe to | 
take and uſe it, I ſhould be happy if I had an errand þ * 
to this world, but for ſome few years, to ſpread pro- 
clamations of the glory of the Ranſomer, whoſe 
cloaths were wet and died in blood; if even, after? 
that, my ſoul and body ſhould return to their ori- 
ginal nothing.“ | | 
Thus, my friends, let us think of Chriſt; and thus þ 7 
thinking of him, let us ſhew our love by keeping his! 
commandments; ever remembering, that “ we arc Þ* 
not our own, for we are bought with a price; there- Þ 
fore let us glorify God in our body, and in our ſpi-þ 
Tit, which are God's,” Remember you are yet in!? 
the body; a body of ſin and death: and though, 
through grace, you © delight in the law of the Lord“ 
after the inward man, yet is there another law in your 
members, warring againſt the law of your mind.“! 
Watch againſt it then, leſt at any time it ſhouldÞ 2? 
bring you into captivitv to the law of fin,” Stand 
faſt, therefore, in the liberty wherewith Chriſt ham“ 
made you free; and rejoice in hope of the complete, 
everlaſting, and glorious liberty of the children ot} 
God in a better world, 


Regeneration, or the New Birth. 
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JOHN ii. 3. 

jſſus anſwered and ſaid unto kim, Verily, verily, I 
| /ay unto thee, Exceht a Man be born again, be 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 
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2 XE GENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH. 


JOHN ain. 3. 


Jeſus an ſtvered and ſaid unto him, Verily, verily, I ſa 
wnts thee, Except a Man be born again, he cannot ſe 


the Kingdom of God. 


HE two grand truths of the Chriftian religion | 
are, our Ruin in Adam, and our Recovery in | 


Chriſt: and till we know both theſe, we can perform 
no duty, nor enjoy any privilege aright; we can 


neither ſerve God here, nor enter into his glory | 


hereafter. 

You muſt have obſerved, that the Scripture always 
divides mankind into two claſſes—the wicked and thc 
righteous; ſinners and ſaints; believers and unbe- 
hevers; heirs of hell and heirs of heaven. 
all mixed together on earth, but they will be ſeparat- 


ed at the _ of judgment; and their eternal ſtate | 


will then be fixed, according to what was their true 
character here. What then can be of greater impor- 
tance to us than to know our real ſtate at preſent? 
And obſerve, that though there is that difference be- 
tween men, which was juſt mentioned, we are all, by 
nature, in one and the ſame condition; that is, ſin- 
ners, and children of wrath. So that unleſs a change 
paſſes upon us, we continue in it, live and die in it, 
and are loſt for ever. 

This is the ſolemn truth, which Jeſus Chriſt in our 
text declared to Nicodemus. Perhaps, you may like 


to know who he was, and how Chrift came to fay 


this to him. I will tell W - Nicodemus was a great 
man among the Jews, was a tcacher, and a ru- 
ler; 
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der; and having heard that Jeſus Chriſt had ſaid and 
done many wonderful things, he came to him one 


night, being aſhamed to come by day light, and faid, 


Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God.” Jeſus Chriſt directly begins to teach Nicode- 
mus; and he begins with the moſt important truth 
that was ever taught The neceſſity of the new birth, 
which he aſſerts in the ſtrongeſt manner poſſible; 


Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a man be 


born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God;“ as 
if he had faid, I, who am the truth itſelf, aſſure you, 
that no man, confidering his fallen and corrupt na- 
ture, can underſtand, or enjoy, the bleſſings of that 
kingdom of grace which I am come to ſet up; nor 
can he enter the kingdom of glory to which it leads, 
unleſs his heart is changed by power from above. 

It ſeems that Nicodemus did not rightly underſtand 
what our Lord meant by this, at firſt; and he aſked 
how it could be. But our Lord infiſts upon it again 
and again, and we doubt not that Nicodemus came to 
underſtand it at laſt, and really to become a new crea- 
ture. The Lord grant that we alſo may become new 


creatures, fo as to ſerve him here, and enjoy him 


hereafter |! 

The new birth fignifies a great change, made in the 
heart of a finner, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
It means that ſomething is done in us, and for us, 


which we cannot do for ourſelves; ſomething, to- 


which we were before ſtrangers; ſomething, where= 

by we begin to live, as we did not live before; yea, 

ſomething, whereby ſuch a life begins, as ſhall laſt 

for ever; for, as by our firſt birth we are born to dic, 

!o, by our ſecond birth, we are born to live for ever. 
That we may better underſtand the new birth, or 

this change of heart, let us more particularly conſider, 
1. The nature of this charge; and, 
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4 REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH, 


II. The neceſſity of it. 

I. Let us conſider the nature of this change, « |: 
is not a change of the ſubſtance and faculties of th 
ſoul. Sin did not deſtroy the eſſence of the ſou], by: 


its rectitude; ſo grace does not give a new faculty, | 


but a new quality. It is not deſtroying the meta, 
but the old ſtamp upon it, to imprint a new one, [: 


is not breaking the candleſtick, but putting a ney 
light in it. It'is a new Aringing the inſtrument, to 
make new harmony.” 

It is a great change: or elſe, ſuch a term as * th; 
new birth;” or, © a new creation” 
rection,“ would not be proper. When a child is born, 
its way of exiſting, and of getting nouriſhment |: 


quite different from what it was before: ſo by the N 


new birth, we live in a very different manner. Ihe 
greatneſs of this change is elſewhere deſcribed by 


« paſling from darkneſs to light ;” yea, „by paſſing 
« You hath he quickened W 
It makes a mu] 
quite the contrary of what he was before; as contri 


from death to life.“ 
were dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 


ry as Eaſt to Weſt; North to South; light to dark- 
neſs; fleſh to ſpirit. It is ſuch a change as if a Black: 


moor ſhould become white; or a lion become a lamb. f 


In a word, God takes away the heart of ſtone, and 
gives an heart of fleſh, 
It is an univeral change -“ a new creature ;” 2 


complete creature; not a monſter, with ſome human 


parts, and others wanting. It is God's work, ail 
therefore perfect in its parts; though there is room 
for growth in every part, as in a new born child. U 
let us not deceive ourlelves with a partial change; 
ſuch as taking up ſome new opinion; or joining: 
new ſect; or leaving off ſome old fins, and perform: 
ing ſome moral or religious duties. 
changes of age and life may occaſion ſome partial 2 


or, “ a reſur- 
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teration; but this is a change of the whole man. In the 
»nderſtanding there is light, inſtead of darkneſs. In 
the ww/l/ there is ſoftneſs, inſtead of hardnefs. In the 
affefions there is love, inſtead of enmity, 

It is an inward change. It will indeed produce an 
outward change, if the life was before immorta]; but 
there may be ſtrict morality, without this inward 
change. Reformation 1s not Regeneration ; though 
too often miſtaken for it. It is a change of Heart. 
„Man looks at the outward appearance, but God 
looketh at the heart.” God has promiſed to give 
his people “a new heart;“ and the penitent Pſalmiſt 
prays for it Create in me a clean heart, O God! 
and renew a right ſpirit within me.“ Without this 
there is no true change. The ſpring and wheels 
of a clock muſt be mended, before the hand of the 
dial will ſtand right. I may ſtand right two hours in 
the day, when the time of the day comes to it; but 
not from any motion or rectitude in itſelf, So a man 
may ſeem, by one or two actions, to be a changed 
man; but the inward ſpring being amiſs, it is but a 
deceit.” There 1s a great difference between virtue 
and religion ; between morality and holineſs. Many 
people abſtain from ſome ſins, and perform ſome 
duties, for the ſake of health, or reputation, or profit: 
but, in the new creature there is a change of principle. 
The principle of a new creature is faith; “ faith 
working by love; and this abides.” He 1s not like a 
ciock that 1s wound up, and goes only while it 1s 
acted upon by the weight ; but, having the Spirit of 
God within him, and the life of God in his ſoul, 
grace is as“ a well of water, ſpringing up unto ever- 
laſting life, 

There is in the new creature a change of the end he 
has in view, as well as the principle from which he acts. 
The glory of God is the end of the new man: Sel 
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6 REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH. 


is the end of the old man.” Nothing is a greater 
evidence of being born again, than to be taken off tlic 


old centre of ſelf, and to aim at the glory of God in 


every thing ; whether we cat or drink; whether we 
are in private or in public; whether we are engaged 
in religious or in common affairs; to defire, and ain 
fincerely at, the glory of God; knowing that * we: 
are not our own, but bought with a price, we are to 
glorify God, with our body, ſoul, and ſpirit, all 
which are his.” 

That the new birth is ſuch a change as has been de- 
ſcribed, namely, a great change—an univerſal change 


and an inward change, will ſtill more plainly appear, If. 
7 i ore, 
his h 
think 
live: 
view. 
his © 
to be 
drinb 
other 
joy t 
the v 
e feared. Now he knows that God's eye is always | nad 


upon him; and that if he were to enter into judgment | truly 


if you conſider the alteration it makes in a perſon's 
views and apprehenſions. He has new thoughts oi 
God, of himſelf, of the world, of eternity, of 7efus 
Chri/t, and of all divine ordinances. 

He has new thoughts of Gd. Before, he lived, in 
a great meaſure, © without God in the world;“ with- 
out any true knowledge of God; without any proper 
regard to God; and was ready to think God al. 


together uch an one as himſelf.” But now he ſecs F 
that with God there is “ terrible majeſty,” perfect 


ER ſtrict juſtice, and that he is indeed greatly to 


with him he could never ſtand. But he learns alſo, 
from the goſpel, that God in Chriſt, is full of grace, 
and goodneſs, and love; ſo that, “ he fears the Lord 
and his goodneſs.“ 


The new creature has very different thoughts f, 


himſelf. He once acted as his own maſter ; followed 


his own wicked will; was ready to excuſe his worſt | 


actions; thought lightly of his fins, perhaps gloried 


in his ſhame. Now he ſees the evil of his former |}? 
ways; he mourns ſincerely for his fins; he ſees the 
WES: | badneſs | 3 
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padneſs of his heart from which they flowed ; he ranks 
himſelf among the chief of ſinners; he wonders at 
his former boldneſs in fin; and he wonders more at 
8 the patience of God in not cutting him off with ſome 
* ſudden ſtroke of his judgment. In ſhort, he cries, 
„ Behold I am vile. I abhor myſelf and repent in 
| | duſt and aſhes!“ 


The new creature has new thoughts of the world; 


of the men of it, and of the things of it. Once, he 
* loved the company of profane and unclean perſons ; 
now he ſhuns them as he would the plague ; and his 
language is, ©* Depart from me, ye wicked men, 
for 1 will keep the commandments of my God.“ Be- 
tore, he hated the very fight of a godly perſon; now 
7 his heart unites with thoſe who fear the Lord; he 
thinks them “ the excellent of the earth, wiſhing to 
live and die with them. How different alſo are his 
views of the things of the world! Once they were 
3 lis only portion. He ſighed to be great; he longed 


to be rich; he panted for pleaſure. Eating and 
drinking, cards, and plays, and dancing, or ſome 


other amuſements, were his dear delight; and to en- 
joy theſe he would ſacrifice every thing. Now he ſees 


the vanity of them all. He ſees their danger. They 
nad led him to the brink of ruin; and now he can 
truly ſay, 
Theſe pleafures now no longer pleaſe, 
No more delight afford: 
Far from my heart be joys like theſe, 
Now I have known the Lord! 

But O, what new apprehenfions has he of Eternity! 
He hardly ever uſed to think of it; now it is almoſt 
always on his mind. Now © he looks not at the things 
that are ſeen, for he knows they are temporal ; but at 


the things which are not ſeen, for they are eternal.” 


He knows that he muſt liye for ever; either in a glo- 
rious 


8 REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH, 


rious heaven, or in a dreadful] hell. Compare, 
therefore, with eternal concerns, all worldly thing 
appear as empty ſhadows, and he conſiders every thi, 


below, according to the relation it bears to his ctc:-| 


nal happincſs. | 
The new creature has alſo very different thought: 
of Jeſus Chriſt from what he had before. Once |: 


was without form and comelineſs to him; now he ap. 


pears “the chief among ten thouſand, and altog:- 
ther lovely.“ 
read of him, or ſpeak of him, except to profane 1: 
name: now he can never hear enough of him, . 


think highly enough of him; for he ſees, that if cher! 
he is ſaved, he owes it all to Jeſus; and thereto: 


% counts all things but loſs, that he may know him, 
and win him, and be found in him.” 


He alſo thinks very differently of religious ,- 


ces. He could not bear to keep the Sabbath e 


Either he wholly negleQed public worſhip, and toox Þ 


his carnal pleaſure; or if he came, it was a burden 
he did not join in prayer; ſinging at beſt was an 
amuſement; he diſregarded the word preached, per- 
haps derided it; and as for private prayer he hated it. 
How great the change ! Now the Sabbath is his de- 
light; the houſe of God his home; the word of God 
his food: the Bible his dear companion; and pray 
the breath of his ſoul. 

Thus you ſee what a change has taken place in hi- 
views; and if time permitted, we might ſhew, that 
theſe new views are attended with new affeftions ; le 
loves what before he hated; he hates what before!“ 
loved. He has new defires ; new fears; new joys ; and 
new ſorrows. He makes new reſolutions. He is em- 
36a in new labours. He has new entertainments- 

e has new hopes and proſpects. How juſtly then is 
he called a new creature ! 


Having 


He did not wiſh to hear of him, 1 
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Having briefly ſhewn the nature of Regeneration, 
let us conſider, 

II. The neceſſity of it. Obſerve how very ſtrongly 
our Lord aſſerts it in the text“ Verily, verily, 1 fay 
anto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot ſce 
the kingdom of God.“ Surely theſe words mult have 
great weight with us, if we believe the God of truth. 
But you will atk, What is meant by the kingdom of 
God? I anſwer, It means the kingdom of grace upon 
carth, and the kingdom of glory in heaven. Now, 
without the new birth, no perſon whatever can fee 
the kingdom of God. It is not ſaid he may net, or 
he ſhall not, but he cannot; it is impoſſible in the na- 
ture of things. 

With reſpect to the goſpel ſtate here, in which 
Chriſt reigns, no man can be a true Chriſtian unleſs 
he is born again; he cannot be a true member of the 
church of Chriſt, or of that ſociety which is govern- 
ed by Chriſt; he cannot perform any of the duties 
required in this kingdom; nor can he enjoy any of 
the privileges beſtowed in it. 

He cannot perform any of the duties. It is © in 
Chriſt Jeſus we are created to good works.” Wecan- 
not pray in the Spirit,“ till we are “born of the 
Spirit ;** we cannot “ ſing with grace in our hearts,“ 
till we have grace; © we cannot worſhip God in the 
{pirit,” while we are „in the fleſh.” A dead ſinner 
cannot preſent “ a living ſacrifice.” The duties of a 
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God ſpiritually, becauſe he is carnal ; nor graciouſly 
tor he 1s corrupt ; nor vitally, becauſe he is dead ; nor 
freely, for he is enmity againſt God; nor delightful - 
ly for his heart is alienated : nor ſincerely, for his 
heart is deceit ;” nor acceptably, „ for he that is in 

the fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ | 
In like manner, the unregenerate perſon cannot 
enjoy 
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enjoy any of the bleſſed privileges of the goſpel Natr 
He knows nothing of the joys of ſalvation. He is © 
ſtranger to the peace of the goſpel. He has no relich 
for the ſincere milk of the word. He cannot delipti 
in prayer; nor enjoy communion with Gold, or co1t- 
munion with the ſaints. And this alto makes it plain, 
that 

The unrenewed man cannot ſee the kingdom ©: 
glory. The new birth does not indeed entitle a perfo! 
to heaven; but it makes him ** meet for the inherit- 
ance of the ſaints in light.” The unrenewed finnct 1: 
{hut out from heaven by the unalterable determina- 
tion of God himſelf, who has declared, that no. 


. 


ment 
; hcave 


| Fre 
' birth, 
* bapti 
the tl 
: ſtance 


| chang 


thing which defileth“ ſhall enter that holy place, and 


that © without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord.” 
And if you conſider what the joys and employment; 
of heaven are, and what the diſpofition of a finner is, 
it will plainly appear that he cannot fee the kingdom 
of God. © The happint3s of heaven is holineſs ; and 
to talk of being happy without it, is as great nonſenſe, 
as to talk of being well without health, or being fave! 
without ſalvation.” People are ready to think if they 
go to heaven they muſt be happy; but, without a neu 
nature, a man might be as much out of his element 
in heaven, as a fiſh, out of the bottom of the ſca, 
would be in a green meadow, or an ox in the bottom 
of the ſea, Can a wicked man, who now hates the 
godly, expect to be happy among none but ſaints! 


Can he, who cannot keep three hours of the Sabbat! 


holy, bear to keep an eternal Sabbath? Can he, We 
now curſes and {wears, imagine that his tongue ſhal! 
be for ever employed in praiſing God? Can he, Who 
now hates to think of God, love to employ his mine 
in the eternal contemplation of him? No, No. Hes 
is the finner's © own place” there he will have h 
own company, and in ſome meaſure, his old cmploy- 

ments, 
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ments, though without pleaſure of them; but, as to 
heaven, he can never ſee it till he is born again. 


APPLICATION. 


From what was firſt ſaid of the nature of the new 
birth, let us learn to avoid the common miſtake that 
' baptiſm is regeneration. It is the ſign of it, but not 
| the thing itſelf. Take not the ſhadow for the ſub- 
' ſtance. Can baptiſm change the heart? Has it 


changed yours? Say, poor ſinner, how is it with you? 


1 ein: ighteouſneſs, Peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 


' Conſcience will tell you, „Old things are not paſſed 
away; all things are not become new.” Do any of 
you live in drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, ſabbath-break- 


bs whoredom, or any other fin? Or do you live 


unconcerned about your foul, careleſs about ſalva- 


4 


tion, without Chriſt, without prayer; know for cer- 


1 


4 


tain, that you are yet a ſtranger to this great and 


? bleſſed change. And yet, without it, the God of 


{truth aſſures you, it is impoſſible for you to be ſaved. 
Lou muſt be born again. O that you may be ſo deep- 
ly convinced of the immediate neceflity of this, that 
you may, ere you ſleep this night, fall down on your 


knees before God, and earneſtly deſire him to make 
you a new creature. He can do it in a moment; and 


Say not, as the fooliſh do, 1 will not change my re- 
ligion. Let me aſk you a queſtion, Has your re- 
ligion changed you? If not, it is high time to 
change it. But do not be deceived by appearances, 
forms, and names. True religion is not the buſineſs 
of the lip or the knee, but of the heart. The 
kingdom of God is not meat and drink,” or out- 
ward ceremonies; no; but it is within, it conſiſts 


5 has promiſed his Holy Spirit to them that aſk him. 
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Be adviſed alſo to read and hear his word, for this i: 


the inſtrument which God employs in effecting this | 
change, „Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by | 


the word of God.” | 
And, as for you, who have experienced this bleſſed 


change, for not to give the glory to God, and to tak: 
the comfort of it to yourſelves. You are renewed for 
this very purpoſe, and that you ſhould ſhew forth hi: 
praiſe, God has made you to differ from the ma; 
of mankind. He has done more for you than if h- 
had made you kings and emperors. Often reflect on 
your former ſtate ; and admire the grace that has mad: 


the difference. God has given you his Spirit, and in 
him, a ſure earneſt of your heavenly inheritance, | 


„He that wrought you for the ſelf-ſame thing 


God.“ O be concerned to live and walk as renewed | 


perſons; ſo ſhall you prove the reality of the change 


adorn the goſpel ; edify your neighbour ; and glos. | 


ty God. 
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MARK vi. 12. 
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And they went out, and preached that men 
ſhould repent. 
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REPENTANCE. 


ll 


MARK vi. 12. 
Aud they went out, and preached that men ſhould repent, 


T is remarkable, that whatever different notion: 

men have of religion, they all believe that re- 
pentance 1s neceſſary to ſalvation, But it may be 
feared that many miſtake its true nature, and take 
the ſhadow for the ſubſtance. There are alſo many, 
who, though they think it neceſſary, delay their re- 
pentance to ſome future period; and more than 2 
few die without it, and periſh in their fins. It is 
therefore of great importance that we ſhould know 
wherein true repentance conſiſts; and that we ſhould 
be urged ourſelves to repent, that we periſh not. 


That repentance, then, which is true and genuine, 


and needeth not to be repented of,“ will be found 
to include the four following things : 

I. Convittion of ſin. 

II. Contrition for fin, 

III. Confeſſion of fin ; and, 

IV. Converſion from fin. | 

I. The firſt thing that belongs to true repentance: 
is a convittion of /in; or a clear fight, and feeling 
ſenſe of our ſinfulneſs; without this there is no re- 
pentance, no religion; for the goſpel may be juſtly 
called © the religion of a finner;” none but ſinnets 
can nced mercy, or repentance ; and Jeſus Chriſt ex- 
preſsly declares, ** he came not to call the righteous,” 
that is, ſuch as the Phariſees, who thought themſelves 
righteous “ but fanners to repentance,” Now al! 
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men are ſinners; not the moſt prophane and openly 
wicked only, but the moſt moral, religious, and 
blameleſs people among us; for © all have tinned, 
and come thort of the glory of Cod.” A 
The word repentance ſiguities a change of mind, or 4 
after-thought ; a great change Il the mind and difpoti- 
tion of a perſon, eſpecially about himſelt, as a finer. 
For this purpoſe the Holy Spirit opens his eyes to fee 
the holy law of God, as contained in the ten com- 
mandments. This law requires of every perſon, love 
to God, and love to man. It requires us to love "gl 
God ſupremely, and our neighbour as ourlelves, It 40] 
requires perfect, conitant, unſinning obedience, all 1 
our lives long. It docs not demand only ſincere 4M 
obedience, or doing as well as we can, but doing all, * 

and doing it always; ſo that if a man fail only in one | 
point. he is thereby made a ſinner; the law 1s broken; 14 
the curſe follows; and if he be not pardoned through ©} 
the blood of Chriſt, hell mult be his portion. 1 
In general, the repenting finner is firſt alarmed on 15 
account of ſome great and open fin, if he has com- | X# 
mitted ſuch ; as the woman ot Samaria, when Chriſt {4 
charged her with adultery ; or as Paul was, when 
convinced of his murderous perſecution of the ſaints. "4 
But true conviction will not ſtop here: it will trace 
the ſtreams of fin to the ſpring, namely, that cor= H 
rupt nature we brought into the world with us. We | 
ſhall freely confeſs with David, that“ we were born Te 
in fin, and in iniquity did our mothers conceive us,“ 
Pſalm li. 5. We ſhall acknowledge with Paul, that 
© in us, that is, in our fleſh,” our corrupt nature, 
* there is no good thing ;' but that “every imagi- 
nation of the thouglit of our hearts is only evil con- 
tinually,” Gen. vi. 5. The penitent will readily 
own he has been a rebel againſt God all his lite; 
| H 2 that 
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that he has indeed * left undone what he ought »» | 


have done; and done thoſe things which he ought 
not to have done.” 


The law of God is ſpiritual; it reaches to the | 


moſt ſecret thoughts, defires, wiſhes, and purposes 
of the mind. It forbids and condemns the fins o. 
che heart, as well as thoſe of the lip and the life. 
A convinced ſinner is ſenſible of heart- ſins; thou- 
ſands and millions of them. He ſees that his bet 
duties and ſervices are mingled with ſin; even his 
prayers, and all his religious exerciſes. He ſces 
that he has, all his life, lived without God in th: 


world, paid no regard to his will or glory; that he 


has loved himſelf, and the world, and the creature, 
tar more than God; and that he has been doing al! 
this contrary to light and knowledge ; notwithſtand- 
ing the checks of his conſcience, and many reſolu— 


tions to the contrary ; and notwithſtanding the mer- | 


cies and the judgments which God had ſent to re- 


claim him, Wherever there is this conviction, it 


will be accompanied with contrition. 
II. Contrition, or a genuine ſorrow for ſin, and 
pain of heart on account of it. This is that “ toft 


heart,“ or “ heart of fleſh,'”” which God has pro- 
miſed to give his people; inſtead of that heart of F 


ſtone, with which we are born, and which has no 
ſpiritual feeling.” | 
There is indeed a falſe ſorrow, which many miſ- 


take for the true. When a perſon is ſick, and fears | 


he ſhall die, it is not uncommon to hear him ſay hc 


is ſorry for his fin; and if God will ſpare his life, | 4 
he will amend his ways. But too often, ſuch an | 
one is only ſorry that God is ſo holy, that the law 1s | 


ſo ſtrict, and that he is in danger of being damned tor 


his ſins. He1s not grieved that he has offended God, | 


his beſt friend and benefactor, who has followed him [2 
| WIL! | F 
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with goodneſs and mercy all his life. But the rottenneſs 
of this repentance often appears when the ſick perſon 
recovers; when the fright 1s over, he returns to the 
{ame carnal courſe as before. This ſorrow is no bet- 
ter than that of ſome criminals at the gallows ; very 
ſorry they are that they have forfeited their lives; 
but they are not affected with the criminality of their 
actions. Felix trembled, but did not repent; and 
Tudas was ſorry for what he had done, but not in a 
godly manner. And this ſhews how very uncertain, 
tor the moſt part, is the repentance of a dying bed. 
God forbid we ſhould delay our repentance to that 
ſcaſon | 4 
But the ſorrow of a true nenitent is for /n, as com- 
mitted againſt a holy and good God. Such was the 
penitence of David, who ſays, Pſalm li. 4. Againſt 
thee, thee only, have I ſinned, and done thisevil in thy 
ſight.” It is true, that he had ſinned againſt his fel- 
low- creatures; againſt Uriah, and Bathſheba, and Joab, 
and all Iſracl: doubtleſs he lamented this; but what 
cut him to the heart was, his fin againſt God; that 
God, who bad raiſed him from the theep-fold to the 
throne; who had faved him from the hand of Saul; 
and given him his maſter's houſe; and if that had been 
too little, would have given him more; (for thus Na- 
than the prophet aggravated his fin). © Againſt thee, 
O Lord,” faidthis broken hearted penitent, © againſt 
thee have I finned.” Thus © the goodneſs of God 
led him to repentance.” Obſerve, likewiſe, the tone 
of the returning prodigal. “I will ariſe and go to 
my father, and fay, Father, I have ſinned againſt hea» 
ven, and in thy ſight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon.“ He might have faid, Sir, I have ſpent 
my fortune, hurt my health, become a beggar, and am 
cady to ſtarve; be pleaſed to relieve me. No; his heart 
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is affected with his fin and his folly. 


6 REPENTANCE. 


y. So it is with a 
repenting ſinner. He conſiders the majeſty of that 
holy being he has offended ; the reaſonableneſs of hi: 
commandments; the obligations he has broken 
through; and eſpecially the bale ingratitude of hui; 
conduct. Then he will feel the force of thoſe af- 
fecting words, Iſa. i. 2, 3. Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath ſpoken : I have 
nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have 
rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his maſter's crib; but Ifracl doth not 
know, my people doth not conſider.” | 


The goodneſs of God to a ſinner, in the way ot 


providence, may well excite this godly torrow ; but, 
how much more, the conſideration of redecming 
love! What! did God * fo love the world of rec! 
men as to ſend them his only begotten Son !'” An 
did he fend his Son, „not to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be ſaved.“ 0 
love beyond degree, beyond example, beyond ex- 
preſtion | | | 
Let the penitent alſo remember Jeſus; the inno- 
cent, the amiable, the benevolent Jeſus. Jeſus, who 
left his throne of glory, and became a poor and an 
afflicted man. 
men? Why a man of ſorrows and acquainted with 
grief? Why had he not a place where to lay his blel!- 
ed head? Why did he endure the contradiction of 
finners? Why was he oppreſſed and afflicted ? Why 
was his viſage fo marred more than any man, and 11» 
form more than the ſons of men? I know the reaton, 
may the wceping penitent ſay. * Surely he hath 
borne my griefs, and carried my ſorrows; he was 
wounded for my tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for my 
iniquities.“ 
| «6 Twere 
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feſſions. How many call themſelves © miferable fin- 


is grievous, and the burden of them intolerable ;* 


SERMON VIIT. 


«'Twere you, my fins, my cruel ſins, 
His chief tormentors were; 


Each of my crimes become a nail, 
And unbelief the ſpear. 
were you that pull'd the veng'ance down \M 
Upon his guiltlefs head: "l 
Break, break, my heart, O, burſt mine eyes, 
And let my forrows bleed.“ *. 
III. Confeſſion of ſin will alſo be made by tlie true 4 
penitent. By nature, we are rather diſpoſed to con- 
ceal, deny, and excuſe our ſins; to ſay, we are no 9 


worſe than others; that we could not help committing 
them; and that we fee no great harm in them. But 
it is not ſo where true repentance is found. We 
ſhall take the advice that Joſhua gave to the Achan. 
« My ſon, give glory to the Lord, and make contet- 
ſion to him.” To hide or deny our fin is to ditho- 
nour God, as if he did not ſce, or would not puniſh 
it; but to confeſs our fins, is to honour his holy law 
which we have broken; to honour his ominiſcicnce 
which beheld all our crimes; to honour his juſtice 
which might take vengeance upon them; and to ho— 
nour his patience which has forborne to ſtrike the 
tatal blow. 

Secret fins require only ſecret confeſſion to that 
God who fecth in ſecret; but fins that are public and 
ſcandalous ought to be more openly acknowledged; 
that we may undo, as far as we can, the evil com- 
mitted, | 


The true penitent is /incere in his public con» 
ners;“ declare that “ the remembrance of their fins 
and cry, © Lord have mercy upon us, Chriſt have 


mercy upon us,” without the leaſt ſenſe of the evil or 
burden 
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burden of iniquity. This is an abominable hypocriſy, 
and adding ſin to ſin. But the renewed ſoul is truly 
ſincere in his confeſſions ; he finds the words of ſcrip- 
ture well adapted to his feelings, and can cordially 
adopt thoſe of Job, Behold I am vile; I abhor my- 
ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes;“ or the words ot 
the Publican, „ Cod be merciful to me, the ſinner;“ 
or the words of Paul, who calls himſelf * the chief 
of finners.”? 

We have now conſidered Conviction, Contrition, and 
Confeſſion, as three eſſential ingredients in true repent- 
ance: and to theſe we muſt add one more. 

IV. Converſion; which is a forſaking ſin, and turn- 
ing from it to God. John the Baptiſt, that great 
preacher of repentance, exhorted his hearers to“ bring 


forth fruits meet for repentance.” Without this the 


mott humbling expreſſions and confeſſions, the greateſt 
_ alarms of conſcience, or floods of tears, will prove in- 
ſufficient. ©* Though Cain's terror, Judas's confeſ- 
fon, Pharoah's promiſes, Ahab's humiliation, Herod's 
hearing John gladly, and doing many things, were 
all combined in one man, they would not prove him 


a real penitent, while the love of one fin remained un- 


mortified in the heart, or the practice of it allowed 
in bis life.” True repentance is not content to lop 
off the branches, but “ lays the axe at the root of the 
tree. The devil may ſuggeſt that a beloved ſin is 
but a little one, and may be ſpared; but grace will 
know, that as one ſmall leak may fink a ſhip, ſo one 
indulged fin may damn a ſoul, However dear there- 
fore a luſt may be, or however hard to be parted with, 
it muſt be forſaken. So our Lord directs: If th 

right eye offend thee, pluck it out; if thy right hand 
oftend thee, cut it off; that is, if thine eye or thy 
hand cauſe thee to offend, or incline thee to ſin, turn 
away thine eye from it, as if thou hadſt no eye to ſee 
| it, 
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it, or hand to practiſe it, and be as willing to part 
with it to a beloved hoſt, as a man Who has a 
mortified hand or foot is willing to part with it to 
preſerve his life. For it is better to enter into life 
thus maimed, than having two eyes or two hands to 
be caſt into hell, where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched,” | 

You have a fine inſtance of true repentance in Za- 
cheus, the converted publican. When Chriſt and 
ſalvation came to his houſe and heart, he, who had 
probably been a great finner, ſtands and ſays to the 
Lord“ Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any 
man by falſe accuſation, I reftore him tour-told,” 
Here was not only confeſſion of fin, but forſaking it. 
He, who had been an extortioner, becomes not only 
honeſt, but liberal. He makes re/lizution; and ſo 
will every true penitent. He will undo what he has 
done if poſſible. Alas, how many evils is it now 
impoſſible to undo! Some poor ſouls are perhaps 
in hell, to whoſe deſtruction our wickedneſs con— 
tributed. But grace will enable us to do what 18 
poſlible : fin ſhall not have dominion ; and we thall 
now be as carneſt to pleaſe and ſerve God, as once 
we were to ſerve the devil. | 


APPLICATION. 


If this be repentance, the great point is, Have we 
repented? O let us not deceive ourſelves. Jeſus 
Chriſt, the faithful and true witneſs, has ſaid, “ Ex- 
cept N repent, ye thall all likewiſe periſh.“ Do not 
miſtake, Repentance is univerſally neceſſary, for 
« all have tinned.” If it could be proved, that we 
never committed but one ſingle fin, repentance N 
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be abſolutcly neceſſary. One theft, one murder proy- 
ed againſt a man at a human bar, is enough to pro- 
cure his condemrat!on ; fo one fin againſt God is 
enough to condemn us to eternal miſery. But it is not 
one, it is not ten thouſand fins only that We have to 
lament; © who can underftand his errors? Liſten 
not to the father of lies; he promiſed Eve that eating 
of the forbidden fruit ſhould do her no harm; but 
ſhe found, and we all find, the dreadtul effects of 
that firſt fin. Say not, with the wicked man of old, 
who, © when he heareth the words of this curſe, ſhall 
bleſs himſelf in his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of my heart to add 
drundenneſs to thirſt,” God forbid ! for mark the 
con equence—“ The Lord will not ſpare him, but 
then the anger of the Lord and his jealouſy ſhallſmoke 
againit that man, and all the curſes that are written in 
this book ſhall lie upon him,” Deut xxx. 19. Re- 
pent or periſh is the ſolemn decifion of God. * He 
commandeth all men, © every where to repent;“ and 
what can be more reaſonable? Ihe law, which we 
have broken, is holy, and juſt, and good.“ To love 
him was our moſt 1caſonable fcrvice; and would 


have been for our unſpeakable benefit. Having then 


broken it, and by ſo doing incurred his wrath, and 
expoſed ↄurſelves to ruin, can it be thought unreaion- 
able, that we ſhould make a humble fübmiffion and 
implore his mercy? 

Come then, and be encouraged to inſtant repent- 
ance. He might have cut you off in your ſins, with- 
out a moment's warning; but he has given you time 
and fpace for repentance, His very command is en- 
couragement. It implies, that“ there is forgivene!s 
with lum ;”” for pardon of fin and repentance are in— 
{-parably connected. «© Chriſt is exalted to give re- 
pentance and remiſhon of fins.” „ Let the wicked 

torſake 
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forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” Only do not ſuppoſe that 
repentance — or merits pardon. Salvation is 
all of grace; but this is the order appointed of God; 
for by penitential ſorrow, the heart is prepared to 
receive the mercy of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 

Ariſe, finner, for he calleth thee. Does your heart 
begin to relent? Are you ſaying, „I will arife, and 
go to my father?” Ariſe then, and go at once, He 
will fee thee afar off, and run to meet thee : he waits 
to be gracious, and there ſhall be joy in heaven, and 
joy on carth, upon thy return. 

I houſands as vile and baſe as you have found mercy. 
Let not Satan ſay it is too late; the door is open: nor 
let him ſay it is too ſoon. He may ſay, to-morrow 
will do. God ſays, to-day : “ While it is called to- 
day;“ then, hear his voice. To- morrow may be too 
late.“ This night may thy ſoul be required of thee.“ 
Beware of deferring repentance to a dying bed. Will 
you not then have enough to do, to bear with patience 
the pains and agonies of diſſolving nature? Mhy 
ſhould you plant thorns in your dying pillow ? Why 
ſhould you not then have the peace of God and the 
joy of tlie Holy Ghoſt, to ſupport and comfort your 
heart? Who can tell but ſudden death may be your 
lot; if not, extreme pain, or a diſordered head, may 
prevent the poſhbility of repentance. And do not 
imagine, that repentance has any thing in it forbidding. 
Chriſt has ſaid, ** Bleſſed are they that mourn, for 
they ſhall be comforted.””* The penitent has more 
pleaſure in his tears, than the worldling in all his 
gaiety. Beſides, if the door be ſtrait, it opens into 
boundleſs pleaſures. Pleaſures not confined to time, 
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but which ſhall laſt to all eternity. God now dwells 
in the contrite heart; and ſoon ſhall every true pe- 
nitent dwell with him in paradiſe, 

Let thoſe, who know what true repentance is, give 
thanks to him who has graciouſly beſtowed it. Know, 
my friends, that repentance 1s not the work of a day, 
but of life. The more you know of your own heart, 
and the more you know of Chriſt, the more need will 
you feel of a repenting ſpirit. Let the remembrance 
of forgiven fins keep you low in your own eyes; 


having received mercy, love much, for much is for- 


given; and labour daily to maintain a conſcience void 
of offence toward God and toward all men. 


« O, how I hate thoſe luſts of mine, 
That crucify'd my God; 

Thoſe fins that pierc'd and nail'd his fleſh 
Faſt to the fatal wood ! 


« Whilfſt with a melting broken heart 
My murder'd Lord I view, 

['1 raiſe revenge againſt my ſins, 
And flay the murd'rers too.“ 
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ROMANS viii. 9. 


Noro if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 


none of bis. 


"OTWITHSTANDING the various diſtine- 
tions which ſubſiſt among men, there are but 
two of any real con ſequence in the ſight of God; and 
theſe are mentioned by St. Paul juſt before our text 
—< "Fhevy that are after the fleſh, and mind the things 
of the fleſh; and they that are after the Spirit, and 
wo mind the things of the Spirit ;** ver. 5. that is, 
thoſe people, who, remaining in the ſlate they were 
born, do habitually conſult and reliſh, purtue and 
delight in worldly, ſenſual, and ſinful things; or, 
on the contrary, thoſe who being born again of the 
Spirit, are under his guidance and influence ; and 
therefore purſue, regard, and love things that are 
of a ſpiritual and heavenly nature, Every perſon 
here belongs to one of theſe claſſes; and it behoves 
us ſeriouſly to examine to which of them; for on 
this depends our eternal all. He who 1s after the fleſh 
« cannot pleaſe God,“ verſe 8. but is in a ſtate of 
death, ver. 6. or, as it is in the text, © is none © 


Chriſt's,” that is, not a member of his body, not 


a child in his family, not a ſubject of his kingdom, 
and dying in this ſtate, Chriſt will not own him for 
his, nor adjudge him to eternal life at the great day. 
But if, by the grace of God, we have the Holy Spirit, 
and live under his gracious influences, it is a proof 
that we belong to Chriſt, and ſhall obtain eternal 
glory with him. How neceſlary is it then that we 
ſhould be able to decide with certainty on this great 


queſtion, 


( 
c 
c 
7 
I; 
t 
n 
a 
el 


SERMON IX. 3 


gueſtion, and to know whether we belong to Chriil 
or not. That we may be able to do tluz, let us pray 
to God to aflilt us while we, 

1. Confider who the Spirit of Chriſt is. 

II. Prove that all real chriſtians have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and ſhew for what purpoles; and, 

III. Point out the eviden.c of our Rate ariſing from 
thence, 

J. Let us conſider who the Spirit of Chriſt is. 

The whole ſcripture declaics, that tlicre is but 
one only living and true Go!; but the fcriptue 
clcarly ſhews, that in the unity of the Godhead there 
are three (whom we call perſons): thus, in 1 John v. 
7. There are three that bear record in heaven; the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe 
three arc one.“ They are generally called by the 
names, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; which names 
are not intended to deſcribe their manner of ſubſiſt- 
ence among themſelves (for that is a branch of know- 
ledge above our capacity, and is not revealed); but 
the manner of their operations in tlic covenant of 
grace. To each of thele divine perſons particular 
works and attributes are aſcribed, and each of then 
is expreſsly called God. Ihe divine perſon we nov 
ſpeak of is the Holy Spirit; called in the ſame verſe 
with our text, «© the Spirit of God.” That he 1; 
properly called a Pen appears from the perſonal 
properties and works aſcribed to him. He is ſaid to 
have Under/landing or wiſdom, 1 Cor. ii. 10. Iſa ii. 3. 
He is ſaid to have a //71], 1 Cor. xii. 11. He is pot- 
ſeſſed of Power, Job xxxii. 4. He is ſaid to teach 
us, John xiv. 26. 1 Joh. ii. 27. to d- to guide— 
to convince—to renew—to feat - to ſhew—to call 
and ſend miniſters. This plainly proves that he is a 
perſon, and not merely a quality or property of 
Deity, as ſome have "any end: 
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It is equally evident that he is a Divine Per/on, or 
truly and properly God, equal with the Father and 
the Son; for divine perfections are aicribed to him, 
as Eternit) - Omnipreſence—or being every where; and 
Omniſcience, or knowing all things. The Holy Spirit 
is expreſsly called God. Anariias is ſaid to lie to the 
Holy Ghoſt, Acts v. 3. and, in the next verſe, St, 
Peter ſays to him, Thou haſt not lied unto men, 


but unto God.” The fame perſon is intended in 


both verſes, which plainly ſhews that the Holy Ghoſt 
is God. This alſo appears from the /i againit' the 
Holy Ghoſt ; if he were not God, would blaſpheming 
tim bea fin, an unpardonable ſin? But above all, 
conſider the form of baptiſm. Our Lord commands 
his apoities to “ diſciple all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” So likewiſe in the uſual form of 
benediction: © The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt be with you.” In both theſe caſes, the very 
ſame honours are aſcribed to the Spirit as are given 
to the other divine perſons; which would be blaſ- 
phemy, if he were not a divine perſon, or truly and 
properly God. 

He is called in our text the Spirit of Chri/t, not 
only becauſe he proceeded from Chriſt, as well as 
from the Father, but becaufe he was premiſed by 
Chriſt, and nt by Chriſt, He was the Spirit of 
Chriſt in all the ancient prophets; and he now 
<« teſtifies of Chriſt, * takes the things of Chriſt, 
and ſhews them unto us; in a word, becauſe the 
whole ſalvation of Chrift is applied to the heart by 
his ſacred influences. We are now, in the ſecond 
place, to— | 

II. Prove that all real chriſtians have the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and to ſhew for what purpoſes they have him, 
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So neeeſſary is this to ſalvation, that St. Paul declares 
in our text, that ** if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of his;” that is, he is no chriſtian. 

It is one of the moſt dangerous errors of this day, 
to maintain that the influences of the Spirit are not 
now to be expected, and that they were confined to 
the days of the apoſtles, when they had power to 
work miracles. In conſequence of this wicked notion, 
all that is ſaid of Converſion, Regencration, and 


SERMON IX. 


Conſolation, is out of date; and poor ignorant ſouls 


are lulled aſleep in carnal ſecurity, contentedly reſting 
in the form of godlineſs without the power; while 
they are taught, by their blind leaders, to call al] true, 
vital, and felt religion, nonſenſe and enthuſiaſm, 
That any of the clergy of the Church of England 
ſhould thus deny the work of the Spirit, is extremely 
abſurd and inconſiſtent, becauſe that church ſtrongly 
maintains the neceſſity of it in many parts of the 
Common Prayer Book. In the collects you may re- 
collect theſe petitions ; “ Grant unto us thy humble 
ſervants, that by thy holy inſpiration we may think 
thoſe things that be good.” In another place, 
« Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our heart: 
that moſt excellent gift of charity.” In the Com- 
munion ſervice ſhe prays, “ Cleanſe the thouglits oz 


our hearts by the inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit.” 


Obſerve alſo the prayer for the King; “ Replenith 
him with the grace of thy Holy Spirit ;*” and for the 
Royal Family, Endure them with thy Holy Spirit.” 
In the XIIIth Article of the Church, it is affirmed, 
that «© Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and 


the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, are not plcataut 


to God,” Every clergyman, at his Ordination, is 
aſked by the Biſhop this queſtion : “Do you truft 
that you are moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
you this office?“ To which the miniſter replies, 

13 | «61 truſt 
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66 truſt ſo.” You ſee then, my brethren, that the 
Church of England ſtrongly maintains the continu + 
ance of the work of the Spirit as neceſſary to all true 
miniſters and chriſtians. How then do any affirm 
that his influences have ceaſed 1600 years? But as 
our faith muſt not reſt on the authority of men, let 
us ſearch the ſcriptures to prove that the work of the 
Spirit on the heart is abſolutely neceſſary to true 
godlineſs. 

We freely grant, indeed, that the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt were confined to the firſt ages. 
Who now pretends to the gift of tongues, or power 
of working miracles? We do not plead for infalli- 
bility, or knowledge of future events, or ability to 
know any thing not revealed in the bible. It is for 
the ſanctiſying influences of the Spirit we plead. The 
Apoſtles and firſt chriſtians received from the Spirit 
not only the miraculous powers juſt mentioned, but 
light in their underſtandings, conviction of fin in 
their conſciences, and faith and love to Chriſt in 
their hearts. They“ purified their ſouls in obeying 
the truth through the Spirit:“ they “ abounded in 
hope by the Holy Ghoſt ;*” they had “joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt;”” © the love of God was ſhed abroad 
in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt.” "Through the 
{ame Spirit they “ mortified the deeds of the body ;”? 
and cried © Abba, Father,” The Spirit wes © the 
carneſt of their heavenly inheritanc? ; and all their 
holy tempers, affectione, and actions, are called 
& [ruits of the Spirit.” Are not all theſe things as 
neceflary to us as they were to them? Corrupt na- 
ture is juſt the ſame now as then, and needs the 
tame power to change it. Grace is alſo juſt the ſame 
now as it was then, and is derived from the fame 
ſource. This alone is enough to prove the neceſ- 
tity of the Spirit's work. 


Obſerve 
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Obſerve alſo, that our bleſſed Lord promuſed that 
his Spirit ſhould abide and continue with the church, 
inſtead of his corporal preſence. So he ſpeaks, John 
xiv. 18, „1 will pray the Father and he ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever.” Obſerve, he was promiſed to 
abide with the church for ever; not with the Apoſtles 
only, for he was to be given to all who ſhould be- 
lieve;”” and that, not for two or three hundred years, 
but for ever; all the time of Chriit's abſence from 
earth, until he ſhall come the ſecond time to judg- 
ment. But this will more fully appear by conſider- 
ing the purpoſes for which the Spirit 1s given. 

All men are by nature “ dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins;”” dead to (rod and ſpiritual things; as a corpſe 
in the grave is dead to the affairs of this world. Now 
ce jt is the Spirit that quickeneth,” John vi. 63. The 
word of Chriſt in the goſpel is employed for this 
end. “ The dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God,” but it is by the Spirit's power that the dead 
ſoul is quickened to hear it. The word is brought 
home to the heart, and is then heard, “not as the 
word of man, but, as it is in truth, the word of 
God.“ O that the word may now be heard among 
us in this manner 

The Spirit of God is called“ the Spirit of truth.“ 
No man knows the truth, in a ſaving manner, but 
by his teaching. A ſcholar may know the letter of 
it, but no human learning can give its true meaning. 
St. Paul affirms, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural man 


(that is the rational man) receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him; neither can he know them, for they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned.” It is well ſaid in one of the 
Homilics, ** Man's human and worldly wiſdom and 
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ſcience is not needful to the underſtanding of ſcrip- 
ture, but the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who in- 
ſpireth the true meaning unto them that with hu- 
mility and diligence ſearch therefore.” This is 
great comfort for poor people, who are apt to ſay, 
they are no ſcholars, and therefore cannot under- 
ſtand the bible. Pray, my friends, for the Holy 
Spirit, and you will then underſtand it better than 
the moſt learned man who has not the Spirit. 
Again, the Spirit 1s given to every real chriſtian to 
& reprove, or convince of in.“ We are by nature 1g- 
norant of God's holy law, and therefore of fin, which 


is the tranſgreſſion of the law. We are alive 


without the law,” as St. Paul once was; but when 
the commandment comes home to the conſcience, 
by the power of the bleſſed Spirit, then we are 
deeply ſenſible of our loſt and ruined condition; of 
the fins of our life ; of the fins of our heart; and of 
the fin of our nature; eſpecially the great fin of un- 
belief, in rejecting Chriſt, and neglecting his pre— 
cious ſalvation. 

Again, it is by the power of the Spirit that we 
are enabled to believe to the ſaving of the ſoul, If 
we ſee the need of ſalvation, it is by his grace. If we 
ſee the way of ſalvation, it is by his teaching. If we 
are made willing to be fajed in that way, it is by his 
power. Faith is the gift of God. We believe by 
the operation of the Spirit. And indeed it is a great 
thing to believe. To receive cordially the whole 
teſtimony of God concerning Jeſus Chriſt. In the 
view of our fin and miſery, as children of wrath, to 
believe that Chriſt can and vill ſave us. With a 
heavy burden of guilt on the conſcience, to caſt that 
burden on the Lord, and ſo find reſt to our ſouls. 
To renounce our own works and merits, and truſt 
alone to the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is a great 
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Fork ; a work that none can perform but by“ the 


Spirit of faith.“ 
The Spirit of Chriſt is alſo called“ the Spirit of 
holineſs; ” for he is the author of that“ holine! 95 


without which no man ſhall ſce the Lord.“ Bchevers 


are „ choſen to ſalvation through ſanctification of 
the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” Regeneration 
is the beginning of a new and ſpiritual life. Sancti- 
fication is the work of the fpirit in preſerving and in- 
creaſing that life. All true chriſtians are laints, as 
you may fee in ſeveral of the Epiſtles, which were 
written to the ſaints: and though through the 
folly and wickedneſs of many that is become a term 
of reproach, let all men know, that if we are not 
ſaints we cannot be ſaved. 

Another purpote for which believers have the 
Spirit, is to 75 them in all religious duties.“ With- 
out me, ſaid Chriſt, ye can do nothing.“ Chriſt is 
preſent, by his Spirit, © wherever two or three are 
gathered together in his name;“ and if they get a 
bleſſing under the word pre cached, or in ſinging 


pialms or hymns, or in prayer, it IS entirely from 


the influence of the Holy Ghoſt. He is faid, Rom. 
viii. 28. to © helf our inſir es in prayer ;”” and we 
read alſo of “ praying in = itit, and of ſinging 
in the Spirit.“ | 

The Holy Ghoſt is alſo given o believers as a 


Comforter. There is comfort in religion. The wavs 
of God are pleafantneſs and peace, and none will 


deny it but thoſe who never tried them. I rue hap- 


inets is found only in the way of faith, love, and 
obedience. The knowledge of fin forgiven ; peace 
of conſcience through the blood of Chriſt; a good 
hope through grace; victory over the fear of death : 
are not theſe comfortable and bleſſed things? What 


can the world or ſin propole of equal value? Well, 
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all theſe are from the gracious and powerful infiu— 
ences of the Spirit; and this leads us to the laſt 
thing propoſed. 

III. The evidence of our ſtate, as it ariſes from 
having or not having the Spirit. Our text tavs, 
that © if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of his,“ conſequently is in a dreadful condi- 
tion; and dying ſo, muſt periſh for ever without 
remedy, But the words imply a glorious truth, 
namely, that ſome perſons do belong to Chriſt. 
Yes, they are his dear people, by the gift of the 
Father, by the purchaſe of his blood, and by the 
power of his Spirit, whereby they gave themſelves 
up to him. 

Having the Spirit, in the manner, and for the pur- 
poſes we have heard, 1s the grand proof of being in 
a ſtate of ſalvation. I his is called the Scal, 2 Cor. 
i. 21. Eph. i. 13. iv. 30.) Valuable things are ſealed 
for the ſecurity of them, and to denote whoſe pro- 
perty they are. Thus are believers ſealed. God has 
given them his Spirit, he dwells in their ſouls; he 
quickens them; he enlightens them; he convinces 
them of ſin; he enables them to believe in Chriſt ; 
he ſanctifies them; he helps thera to pray; he com- 
forts their hearts. This is God's ſeal. It cannot be 
counterfeited. ** There is no condemuation to them 
which are iz Chriſt Jeſus,” and who prove they are 
in him by © walking after the Spirit.” « To be 
ſpiritually minded is life and peace.” „As many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of 
God.” Whoever has the Spirit has. the ſure earne/t 
of heaven; 2 Cor 1. 22. Eph 1. 14. he becomes © a 
Joint heir with Jeſus Chriſt; he has the %%, Fruit 
of the Spirit;” and both foul and body thall cer- 
tainly be made happy for ever in the eternal world. 
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And now, dear mortals, what do vou think of 
theſe things? Sceing that having tlie pirit of God 
determines our ſtate, how 1s it with you? Have you 
the Spirit? It may be known. It ought to be 
Known; for our all depends upon it. Heaven is 
ours it we have the Spirit. Hell will be ours if 
we die without him. Recolle& a moment what 
has been ſaid, and pray with David, © Scarch me, 
O Lord, and try my heart.” You have heard for 
what purpoſes every believer receives the Spirit, He 
quickens the dead ſoul, Has he quickened you:! 
Are you alive to God, or are youalive to fin and the 
world? He enlightens the mind and the truth. Do 
vou know, diſtinguith, and love the truth of the 
goſpel, or do you delpilc and hate it? He convinces 
of fin. Are you convinced and humbled tor your 
iniquity ? or do you make light of it—perhaps boaſt 
of it? Heis the author of faith. Do you belicve in 
Jeſus, or do vou neglect his falyation ? He ſanctiſies 
the ſoul. Is your ſoul ſanctiſicd by his grace, or 
are you wallowing in the filth of tin? He helps 
the true chriſtian to pray. Do you know any thing 
of his gracious help in prayer, or do you live with - 
out prayer, or, which 1s nearly as bad, content 

ourtelf with a lifeleſs form of bare words without 
the heart? The Spirit of God 1s a Comtorter, Is 
your comfort or pleaſure derived from him, or from 
the vanities and vices of the world? May the Lord 
enable you to give a ſerious and honeſt anſwer to 
theſe inquiries! If, as it may be feared, ſome of 
you are without the Spirit, what 1s you calc * You 
belong not to Chriſt; you are none of his. Tremble 


at the dreadful thought, Die you mult ; and you 
| mult 
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muſt come to judgment too. When you ſee hi, 
on the awful throne, O how will you wiſh to be- 
long to him, and to be owned by him. O then, be 
perſuaded this moment, to lift up you heart to God, 
and ſay, Merciful God, give me thy Holy Spirit 
He has promiſed to give him to thoſe who atk. This 
bleſſed gift may yet be yours, and ſhall, if you ſin- 
cerely defire it. Aſk then, and you ſhall receive; 
ſeek and you ſhall find; knock and the door ſhall 
be opened.” God Almighty, in compaſſion to your 
ſouls, enable you to do this, 

And as to thoſe who have obtained this greateſt of 
bleſhngs, who have the Holy Spirit, what more can 
be ſaid to you? Survey the wonderous gift with 
grateful acknowledgment. What has God wrought! 
Deny not, from falſe humility, the heavenly benefit. 
Have you not experienced thoſe facred effects of the 
Spirit, which have been repeatedly mentioned? 
Here then is the broad ſeal of the majeſty of heaven, 
ſecuring your relation to Chriſt, and your title to 
manſions of glory. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
and having received the Spirit, take care to “Wa. Kk in 
the Spirit;“ be careful not to © grieve the Spirit;“ 
and be concerned to bring forth ** the fruits of the 
Spirit,“ which are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and 


glory of God. Amen. 
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HEBREW'S xi. 14. 
Holineſs, without which no Man hall ſee the Lord. 


oy HOLY, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almigh- 

ty!” This is the language of ſaints and angels 
in their ſolemn worſhip. Yes: The God who made 
us; the God who rules us; the God who will judge us, 
is moſt holy. Who is ike unto him glorious in ho- 
lineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders?” The due 
conſideration of God's holineſs, will make us ſerious 


at all times, and eſpecially when we conſider our own 


unholineſs. Well may cach of us adopt the words of 
the prophet Iſaiah, © Woe is me! for I am undone; 
becauſe I am a man of unclean lips; and I dwell in the 
midſt of a people of unclean lips.“ Who can ſtand 
before this holy Lord God?” 

When God created man, he made him holy. God 
created man in his own image, which image was holt- 
neſs; for this is the peculiar character of God. But 
man ſoon loſt the glory of his nature by fin. He be- 
came an unholy being ; and God, © who is of purer 
eye than to behold evil, and who cannot look upon 


—_— baniſhed him from paradiſe; for fin broke 


off the happy intimacy that before ſubſiſted. As there 
can be no communion between light and darkneſs, ſo 
there can be no communion between a holy God and 
an unholy ſinner. And this is the reaſon of what is 
affirmed in our text, that “ without holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord.” To “ ſee the Lord,“ is a de- 
ſcription of the happineſs of heaven, where 2 his 

ivine 
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divine perfections will be diſplayed to the admiration 


and delight of all the redeemed; but we cannot fee him 
without holineſs. Now God, who made man boly 
at firſt, has graciouſly contrived to make him holy 
again. This is a chief part of his great ſalvation ; for, 
by the blood of Chriſt, the guilt of ſin is taken away 
from believers ; and, by tlie Spirit of Chriſt, they are 
born again, and made new creatures; that is, they 
are made holy, and ſo made mect for heaven, which 


is ſeeing God. © The pure in heart ſhall fee God,“ 


Our buſineſs at this time is, 

I. To ſhew what holinels is. 5 

II. To prove the neceſſity of holineſs; and, 

III. To point cut the means of holineſs, 

I. Let us confider the nature of true holinels, 
Briefly, Holineſs is the image of God reſtored in the 
ſoul ; or, in other words, “ Holineſs is that purity 
of a man in his nature, inclinations, and actions, 
which is an imitation and expreſſion of the divine 
image.“ | 
_ Obſerve here, holineſs is prrity; the contrary of that 
horrid defilement fin has produced in the ſoul of man. 
There are two things in fin, the gilt of it, and the 
defilement of it. By the guilt of it, we are liable to 
eternal puniſhment ; by the detilement of it, we are 
made unfit to ſerve or enjoy God. Guilt makes us 
afraid. Defilement makes us aſhamed, Thus Adam 
had both guilt and fear upon his firtt fin. Now, in 
the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt, God has provided for 
taking both theſe away from us. The guilt of fin is 
wholly removed from thoſe who believe by the blood 
of Chriſt, which made atonement for it, The filth 
of fi11 is removed, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, in 
all thoſe who are born again, 

The purity we ſpeak of is the purity of the heart, 
or nature. It is not enough that the outward actions 

A are 
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are not impure; there can be no true holineſs till the 
heart is purified. Now many people overlook this 
intirely. They think it enough if they are pood livers, 
as they call it, or do good works. This was the fata] 
miſtake of the Phariſces, ſo ſeverely expoſed by our 
bleſſed Lord. "They were very particular about meats 
and drinks, and waſhing every thing, to prevent 
defilement ; but he charges them with waſhing the 
outfide only, and taking no care of the heart; they 
drew nigh to God with the mouth, but their heart 
was far from him. Their inward part was very 
wickedneſs; they were like white waſhed tombs, 
beautiful without, but full of dead men's bones, and 
of all uncleanneſs. Our Lord therefore inſiſted upon 
the neceſſity of being born again; or being partaker 
of a new and divine nature. Believers are “ born 
from above,” „born of God; and as every child 
partakes of the fame nature with his father, ſo do the 
new born ſons of God; they “ put off, concerning 
the former converſation, the old man, which 1s cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts; they are renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds, and put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs,” Eph. iv. 22—24. 

The heart being thus renewed, there mult of courſe 
be new diſpoſitions and inclinations. Every natur 
has its proper deſires and inclinations. Thoſe of the 
Chriſtian are holy, in conformity to the. will of God. 
The alteration that grace makes is ſtrikingly repre- 
ſented by the prophet Iſaiah, in the 11th chapter; 
„The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb; and the 
leopard ſhall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and 
the young lion, and the cow, and the bear, ſhall lie 


down, and feed together“ - that is, wicked men, 


however fierce, ſhall be ſo altered by the efficacy of 
the goſpeland grace of Chriſt, that they ſhall become 
Micer, 


was "i A1Oh i ft i a 


ans os ac - aft —_— RS Y 


SERMON x. s 


meck, and gentle, and lovitig, even to the weakeſt 
Chriſtians. Brethren, have you experienced any 
change of this fort? And what muſt we think of per- 
fecutors, who deſpiſe religion; who hate and hurt 
ſerious people? Surely theſe are ſtill lions and 
wolves, and cannot be eſteemed the ſheep of Chriſt. 
O that ſuch may know what it is to be born again! 

Let us now confider briefly, what are the prevail» 
ing diſpoſitions and inclinations of holy perſons, 

hey are under the habitual influence of the fear of 
God. God has put his fear into their hearts ; ſo that, 
Inſtead of living without him, as once they did, they 
are in the fear of God all the day long. They know 
that his eyc is upon them; they ſet him alvrays before 
them, and their defire is, to pleaſe him in all they 
think, and ſpeak, and do. 

Again, They are humble, Humility is the root of 
all other graces, and the only ſoil in which they will 
grow. They know themſelves ; _ know the plague 
of their own hearts; they are conſcious of. innume-— 
Table ſins to which the world are {trangers. The re- 
membrance of ins committed in their carnal ſtate, 
covers them with ſhame; and the ſenſe of much re— 
maining corruption keeps them low in their own 
eyes; fo that tliey not only lie in the duſt before God, 
but they are kept from deſpiſing their neighbour. If 
they differ from the worſt of mankind, they remem- 
ber that grace alone mace them to differ. I hus, being 
converted, they receive the kingdom of heaven as 
little children, and learn to live conſtantly dependent 
on the wiſdom, grace, and power of their heavenly 
Father. 

Once more, Holy perſons are ſpiritual and heaventy- 
minded. Faith has led them to regard future and eter- 
nal things, far above the vanities of time. * That 
which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit,” Their minds 
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are diſpoſed to prefer ſpiritual to carnal things. Wien 
engaged in ſpiritual duties they are in their clement; 
and, at times, can look down with becoming indif- 
ference on all the trifles of time. By the croſs of 
Chriſt “ the world is crucified to them;“ that is, 
they are no more delighted with the world, than a 
good man would be with the rotten carcaſe of a ma- 
lefactor; and they likewiſe are ** crucified to the 
world;” the world can act upon them with no greate: 
efficacy than the objects of ſenſe can upon a dead 
perſon. 

But, above all, Love is the grand prevailing diſpo- 
ſition of holy perſons. God appears infinitely lovely 
to a believer. His love in Chriſt Jeſus. is ſtrongly at- 
tractive. They love him becauſe he firſt loved them. 
Having a good hope through grace that God for 
Chriſt's ſake has pardoned their fins, accepted the! 
perſons, and that he will bring them to glory, they 
feel themſelves conſtrained to depart from iniquity, 
which they know he hates, and to practiſe holinelz, 
which they know he loves. Hence his people, his 
word, his day, his cauſe, become their delight; and, 
to glorify him, is the new end of their being. I its 
leads us further to obſerve, that the adions of ſuch 
perſons muſt needs be holy alſo, Their nature being 
renewed. and their diſpoſitions ſanctified, 

They become holy in all manner of converſation 
and godlineſs., It would be infamous hypocriſy 11 2 
man to profels that his heart is holy, if his lite is im- 
moral. Morality there may be without holineſs; but 
there can be no holineſs without morality, The law 
of God being written on the heart, and the love ct 
God ſhed abroad in it, obedience will become cat; 
and pleaſant, Chriſt's yoke is caſy, and his burden 35 
light, But here is a large feld which we can but jus 
enter upon. 
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Cod works, properly ſo called, muſt be done from 
a right principle; that is, the new nature, or grace of 
the Spirit in a believer : they mult be done according 
to a right rule, which is the word of God; and they 
muſt be done to @ right end; and that 1s, to glorify 
God. O how few works are truly good, it tried by 
theſe rules | 

Holineſs comprehends all the duties we owe to 
God; theſe mult be regarded in the ft place: whereas 
many people leave them entirely out of their account, 
What is more common than to hear ignorant perſons 
comfort themſelves againſt the fears of death, by their 
having been honeſt, and having paid every one his 
own. To ſuch perſons we may put the queſtion that 
a miniſter once put to ſuch a perſon on a dying bed 
Hut have you paid God what you owed him?“ 
Alas, we owe God our hearts, our love, our obedi- 
ence; but how many forgot God; lived without God; 
and rebelled againſt God, all their lives. But a holy 
man has a ſteady regard to the word, will, and glory 
of God, in ali his ways. 

Nor will our neighbour be forgotten. Religion 
does not conſiſt entirely in praying and worſhipping 
God: the holy man brings religion into all his con- 
cerns. It is a great truth, that“ to be really holy is to 
be relatively holy. Holineſs will make good hutbands 
and wives; good parents and children; good maſters 
and miſtreſſes; good tradeſmen ; good ſervants; and 
good ſubjects. It wil! do this. It actually does it, 
to the aſtoniſhment of all who obſerve it; and this is 
the beſt way that people can take to promote the goſ- 
pel, and make their neighbours like it. Our © light 


muſt thine before men, and then “ they ſeeing our 


good works, will glorify our Father which is in 
heaven.” This is a ſhort account of real holineſs : 
let us now proceed, 


II. To 


8 HoLINEss. 


II. To prove the neceſſity of holineſs: our text de- 
clares, that © without it, no man ſhal! ſee the Lord.“ 
The whole Scripture teſtifies to the fame truth, Aud 
ſurely it muſt be evident, in a moment, to every con- 
ſiderate perſon, for it is a part of our ſalvation; and 
to talk of being ſaved without holinels, is as abſurd 
as to ſpeak of being ſaved without ſalvation. Jeſus 
Chri t came to ſave us from our ſins, not to fave us 
them. To be ſaved from the guilt of fin, or to be 
pardoned, is but half our ſalvation; Jeius Chriit 
equally deſigned by his death to ** redeem us from all 
101qury, and to purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works.” Chriſt therefore cannot, 
will not be divided; we muſt have the whole of his 
ſalvation, or none of it. Let none therefore dream 
of alvation while the love and practice of fin 1 
voluntarily continued. 

Beſides, the command of God ſhews the neceſſity of 
holineſs. What is the language of the law? © be ye 
holy, for J am holy:” and it is the language of the 
holy goſpel too. The ſame “ goſpel that brings fal- 
vation, teaches us to deny all ungodlineſs and world!y 
luſts ; and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 
this preſent world.” 

Again, The electing love of God proves the neceſfit 


of holineſs. Did God chooſe from all eternity tho! 1 
whom he will finally glorify? Yes; but for wi 


3 That they thould be holy,” Eph i. 4 


id he predeſtinate them to eternal life? Yes, an" 
for this end, * that they ſhould be conformed to e 


image of his Son,“ Rom. viii. 29. 


Above all, the nature of God, and the nature of heaven 4 
which conſiſts in the fight, ſervice, and enjoy ment 
God, make it abſolutely neceſſary that we ſhout x 


holy; for “without this,“ as our text affirms, * 


man ſhall ſee the Lord.“ No man; be he who i 
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ay. Whether high or low; rich or poor; learned 
or ignorant ; eſteemed or diſcſteemed of men. Ve nan; 
whatever his knowledge or religion may be, or hows 
ever high his profeſſion; whether he boaſt of his vir- 
tue, or his creed, of his works, or his prayers—all, all 
is in vain without holineſs. Let no man then deceive 
himſelf with vain words, the God of heaven has de- 
creed that the unholy man ſhall not enter into his 
kingdom. 

Indeed, it is moſt certain that heaven itſelf would 
be a hell to the wicked. The natural man well 
knows, and muſt confeſs he has no reliſh for any thing 
heavenly. His pleaſures are ſenſual and worldly, Hs 
dclight is in folly, and vanity, and ſin. The wicked 
of the earth are his choſen companions, He hates 
and perſecutes the godly; deſpiſes them becauſe they 
are ſaints; perhaps diſturbs their worſhip, and injures 
their perſons. Prayer and praiſe, reading and hearing 
the word of God, are dull and melancholy things. 
The ſabbath itſelf 1s a burden. How then can an 
unholy ſoul go to heaven? It is impoſſible in the 
nature of things, and doubly impoſſible by the decree 
of God. Much more might be ſaid to ſhew the ne- 
ar of holineſs; but ſurely enough has been ſaid to 
w_ every reaſonable perſon. May we not hope 
that ſome are now ſaying, Yes, it is plain enough God 
has faid it, and I believe it. I believe it for myſelf, 
and I am now ready to inquire, How may l, who am 


an unholy creature by nature and hy practice, become 
By holy? We ſhall plaily anſwer ſo neceſſary an in- 


quiry, for this is the laſt thing propoſed, namely, 
II. The means whereby we may become holy. 
And here it is ncceffary to oblerve, that no perſon in 


# 2 Nataral {tate can arri e at true bolineſs bv his own 


power or excrtions. © 7] hat which is born of the 


vcſh is fleſh;“ nothing more, ngthing better, nor ever 
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will be. Till we are born again; 'till we believe 
Chriſt; 'till we are united to him, we can never be 
holy in the leaſt degree. The ſhadow and refemblance 
of holineſs there may be, in morality and virtue; but 
all the true holineſs that ever was in the world, or ever 
will be in it, is as much from Chriſt, as all the liglit 
we have is from the ſun. In vain therefore do poor 
ignorant ſouls labour for very vanity in faſting, pray- 
ing, penances, &c. &c. while they forget Ciritt, 
Equally wrong is their notion who think they mutt 
be indebted to Chriſt for pardon, but to their own 
good endeavours for holineſs; the language of tlic 


true Chriſtian is «Surely in the Lord Jeſus have 


righteouſneſs and flreugth' 

Know therefore, my friends, that as the fin of our 
nature was derived to us from Adam, the firſt man, ſo 
all the holineſs of our new nature muſt be derived to 
us from Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond Adam; that “ as we 
have born the image of the earthly, we may allo bear 
the image of the heavenly.” Now, bleſſed be God, 
there is a fulneſs of grace in Chriſt for his whole 
church ; of which church are we, if enabled by tait! 


to receive Chriſt, and out of his fulneſs receive grace 


for grace. 

Faith is that grace which God has appointed as the 
means of our becoming holy. People have a very 
wrong notion of faith, who think it an enemy ot 
holineſs, or good works. If we look into the Scripture 


we ſhall find, that the hearts of the vileſt heathens 


were * purified by faith in Chriſt,“ Acts xv. 9. and 
te ſanctiſied by faith,” Acts xxvi. 18. The faith that 
brings the convinced ſinner to Chriſt for falvation, 
receives from him, as it were pardon with one hand, 
and holineſs with the other. | 

Obſerve, likewiſe, that the comforts of the goſpel, ſucli 


as aſſurance of God's love and the pardon of our fins; 
| peace 


BY 
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peace of conſcience; Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and the 


hope of glory, have a wonderful tendency to promote 


our holineſs. 

For the ſame purpoſe we muſt diligently read our 
Bibles; frequently hear the preached goſpel, and eſpe- 
cially abound in prayer. And though theſe means 
have no power in themſelves to make us holy, yet the 
are appointed of God for our uſc; and in the right uſe 
of them every grace is exerciſed, and by exerciſe in- 
creaſed. Thus a ſenſe of the evil of fin, and of the 
beauty of holineſs 1s kept up, and thus eſpecially, are 
our ſouls led out of themſelves, in direct acts of faith, 
to Jeſus, and ſo enabled to receive daily ſupplies of 
grace for our growth in holineſs. 


APPLICATION. 


And is this holineſs? O, my friends, where is it to 
be found? O how little of it is to be ſeen in our world! 
Yet this is indeed that image of God in which every 
true Chriſtian is renewed, and without which a perſon 
is yet in his ſins, and dying ſo, muſt periſh for ever. 

And does not this alarm the careleſs ſinner who 
daily indulges the love and practice of fin? Say, dying 
tellow-creature, is not thy heart at far from this ho- 
lineſs as the eaſt is from weſt? You know it is. And 
what muſt be the conſequence? . Doſt thou not be- 
lieve the God of truth, that this unholineſs muſt ſhut 
you out of heaven? Has it not been clearly proved 
that ſuch as you cannot be admitted thave | Your 
own heart allows that it is impoſſible. 

But ſurely you are not willing matters ſhould re- 
main thus. Does a defire ariſe in your heart, O that 
| were holy? Well, bleſſed be God for ſuch a deſire. 
Know, my friends, that all are alike by nature, If — 
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here are made holy, ſovereign grace made them (« 
Do you begin to cry, What muit 1 do? We anſixe 
firſt look to Chriſt for the pardon of your fins; and 
then, for the purity of your heart. You mutt not 
firſt ſtrive to make yourſelves better, and then think 

ou may come to him with better hope of ſalvation; 
— come now, come zu/t as you are, and the friend 6! 
ſinners will receive you. 

The ſame direction may be uſeful to thoſe who ar: 
ſeeking the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſ: 
who mourn over remaining corruption, and long for 
the image of God. Look to ſeſu for it. Remembe: 
that by virtue of union to Chriſt, you may, by fai'l;, 
derive daily grace from him, though the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Without him you can do nothing ;” 
but his grace is ſufficient” for all thing . In the 
exerciſe of conſtant faith, and in the diligent ute of al 
appointed means, expect the ſupplie of the Spirit, 
believing, aſſuredly, that he who has begun the goo 
work in you will carry it on, till made mect for th; 
heavenly inheritance, 
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HEBREWS ix. 27. 


It is appointed unto Men once io die, but after thi; 
the Judgment, 


T is recorded of Philip, King of Macedon, that 
he ordered on? of his pages to come every morn- 
ing to his chamber door, and cry aloud—*« Ph1lip, 
remember thou art mortal!” How much the conduct 
of this hcathen prince ſhames numbers of people cal- 
led Chriſtians, who, inſtead of keeping their mortali— 
ty in mind, do all in their power to forget it. Ihis 
diſcourſe is intended to call your ſerious intention to 
what ſo much concerns you. Like Moſes therefore 
we ſay O that you were wiſe, that you underſtood 
this, that you would confider your latter end!” May 
you be led to pray. “ So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom !” 
Our firſt buſineſs at this time is with DEATH. 
There is ſomething folemn in the very name! but, O, 
who can tell what death is? None of our relations c. 
neighbours return from the grave to inform us; w 
muſt learn its nature, its cauſe, and its confequencs 
from the faithful word of God. We may indeed lc 
ſomething of it in our dying friends. We may fee 
the haſty progreſs of ſome fatal diſcaſe. Ihe pains, 
the groans, the agonies of the dying, we have obſer\- 
ed. We have ſcen many a man cut down in ti! 
midſt of life: hearty, ſtrong, and cheerful, one weck, 
the next, a pale, cold, lifeleſs corpſe, lying in his cot- 
fin, or carricd to the church-yard, Others we *. 
en 
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{en or head of, cut off without a moment's warn - 
ing; perfectly well one moment, the next in eternity. 
How true 1s the Scripture—“ All fleth is grats, and 
the goodlineſs thereof as the flower of the ticld; in 
the morning it flouriſheth, in the evening it is cot 
down and withered.” FHow trail is man! At bis 
beſt eſtate he is altogether vanity.” He is cruihed 
ſooner than the moth. 

What awful ſeparations does death make! It re- 
moves us at once, from our neareit relations, and 
deareſt friends. We ſhut our eyes to all the world; 
„e {hall ſee man no more in the land of the l1:v- 
ing.“ Death puts a ſudden period to all our projects, 
good or bad; “ in that very day our thoughts periſh.“ 
It deprives the great of all their pomp and power; 
and the rich of all their poſſeſſions; for man * bring- 
eth nothing with him into this world, and it is certain 
he can carry nothing out.” 

Death is un ve,ſal. Other evils are partial. But 
all men die; “ for what man is he that liveth, and 
{hall not fee death?” Death has reigned in all ages; 
and though in carly times, ſome men lived many 
hundreds of years, yet they all dicd at laſt. Death 
reigns in all countries: as certainly as the tide ebbs 
and flows, ſo © one generation paſſeth away, and an- 
other cometh.” This is“ the way of all fleſh.” The 
grave is “ the houſe appointed fo: all living.“ 
There is no diſcharge in this war.“ We muſt 
needs die.“ f ot, 

Death is in i, afl! The fear of death; the 
agonies of death; the ghaſtly appearance of the dead; 
the lad change that takes place in the body, which 
renders it offenfive, and obliges us to bmy it out of 
our fight ; the cold grave, the crawling worms, the 
tordid duſt—all theſe are terrible things to nature. 
But what makes death a thouſand times more terrible 

L 2 is, 
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is, that it is the effect of God's anger. Had there 
been no ſin, there had been no death. God, to keen 
Adam from fin, threatened him with death; but Sa. 
tan, the father of lies, ſaid he ſhould not dic. He 
ventured on the forbidden fruit, and fo, by his fin, 
& death came into the world and hath paſſed upon all” 
his children in every ſucceeding age. Death, then, 
is the wages of ſin;“ it carries with it the moſt aw. 
ful marks of God's anger. This is juſtly called by $t, 
Paul the ing of death: „the ſting of death is fin.” 
It is the conſciouſneſs of guilt, and the juſt dread of 
future miſery, which makes death fo very dread{ul, 
Poor thoughtleſs mortals, neglecting to regard the 
glorious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which brings a fove- 
reign remedy, are unwilling to think of it; they put 
off as much as poſſible the evil day: but did they 
know the love of Chriſt in dying to diſarm death of 
its ſting, did they conſider, that, by faith in Jeſus, al! 
the danger of death may be avoided, they would fit 
down and look death in the face; and wiſely conſider, 
how they may meet, with ſafety and pleaſure, what 
they can never avoid. 


For let it be remembered, that the death of each of 


us, here preſent, is abſolutely certain. Our text lays, 
eit is appointed: it is the firm decree of God, Which 
cannot be reverſed. It is the unalterable law of God, 


a law which no finner can tranſgreſs; other laws ot 


God are trampled under feet, but this mu? be obey- 
ed. We know not chen, nor how we ſhall dic; but 
we are ſure that we e die. Whether we are high 
or low; rich or poor; male or female; young or oc; 
ce jt is appointed for us once to die.” Poſſibly, when 
death comes, we may be very unfit to die; very un— 
willing to die; but death will not delay on that ac- 


count: ready or unready, when the hour comes, e 


muſt ſubmit. It is ſaid of the wicked -“ he is e 


aL 
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away in his wickedneſs” —/uden'y perhaps; at leaſt 
urexpettedly. It was © when the rich fool” talked of 
many years to come, that God ſaid to him, “ this 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee:?' often v/o/ent= 
ly dragged to the grave, like a maleta&or to the gal - 


1 lows. O what would ſome great and rich ſinners 

n; have given for a few weeks, or a few hours of life, if 

. money could have bouglit them: but death will not 

R be bribed : go the finner muſt, © although the phyſi- | 

” cian help, friends groan, the wife and children weepy { 

8 and the man himſelf uſe his utmoſt endeavours to re- 

1 tain the ſpirit; his ſoul is required of him; yield he | 

his muſt, and go, where he ſhall never more ſee the light.“ | 

_ Here let us ſtop a moment; and apply to ourſelves 

at what has already bcen ſaid. | 

4 [ life ſo hort? Then why ſhould we waſte it? | 

of Why ſhould we make it ſhorter by our fin and folly? 4 

all How much of our precious time is entirely loſt | What | 

FA hall we think of ſports and paſtimes, cards, and plays, 4 

er, and dancing, which are expreſsly intended to 40 1 

ad time ? O kill time! Shocking expreſſion to the ears | 
of a Chriſtian! O had you heard what ſome dying ſin- iy 

af ners have laid of their murdered time, when time with 

vs, tym was nearly over, you would dread the thoughts if 

ch oi killing time; rather would you ſtudy how to “ re- j 1 

Fl deem time,“ and obey the direction of the wiſe man, | 

of Eecl. ix. 10. Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, | 

7 do it with all thy might; for there is no work, nor | 

ih device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, kl 

oh whither thou goeſt.““ 4 

iy Is death certain? Will it ſurely come, and you 

3 know not how ſoon? Ihen let it be vour firſt buſineſs 

5 to prepare for it. This is our Lord's advice; „ Be 

WT Ye allo ready, for ye know not when the Son of man 

. cometh.” It is appointed unto men oe to die, once 

5 ny: now that which can be done but once, {thould 

VEN : I. 3 be 
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be well done; eſpecially as our eternal all depend, 
upon it. As the tree falls fo it lies; as death lcaye; 


us judgment finds us; if an error happens here, it can 


never be remedied. Surely then it is the higheſt wit. 
dom of man to be prepared for this great change, 

Let us now proceed to the ſccond part of this great 
ſubject, namely Eternal judgment; © after death tie 
judgment.“ 

Immediately after death, it is preſumed, the ſoul, 
ſeparated from the body, appears before God ; and by 
a private, particular, and perſonal judgment, receives 
the ſentence of eternal life, or eternal death. Ihe 
Scripture abundantly ſhews, that the ſoul ſubſifis in 5 
ſeparate ſtate from the body. Our Lord promiſed the 
dying thief that he ſhould be with him, on the very 
day of his death, in paradiſe; and St. Paul longed 
« to be abſent from the body, and preſent with the 
Lord;” accounting it far better than the higheit fats 
of privilege or uſefulneſs in the church. 

But the accounts we have in the Scripture of the 
judgment, refer to the great day, when the dead ſhal! 
be raifed from their graves, when ſmall and great 
Mall ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. The 
glory and grandeur of this day will be far beyond ti 
power of language to expreſs. ** The trumpet tha!. 
found, and the dead ſhall be raifed.*”” ** The Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, 
with his mighty angels.” The Son of man ſhal! 
come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him 
then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his glory; and be- 
fore him ſhall be gathered all nations, and he tha! 
{ſeparate them one from another, as a ſhepherd divid- 
eth his ſheep from the goats.” 

Reaſon itle!f muſt allow the neceſſity of a future 
judgment. At preſent, we often ſee the wicked proſ- 
per, while good men are much afflicted. How man) 

4 murderers, 
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murderers, oppreſſors, and perſecutors, eſcape punich- 


ment, But it is inconſiſtent with the juſtice of God 


that it ſhould always be ſo. “ He hath appointed a 
day in which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
when all men ſhall give an account of what they have 
done in the body, whether it be good or bad.” Even 
now conſcience teſtifies to the future judgment, by paſ- 
fing a private ſentence on all our actions; and ſum- 
moning us to appear at the bar of God, to anſwer 
for them. 

To ſhew how juſtly and righteouſly every thing will 
be done on that occaſion, it is ſaid, Rev. xx. 12. 
The books were opened, and the dead were judged 
out of thoſe things, which were written 1n the books, 
according to their works.” 

The book of the lau will be opened. The com- 
mandments of God are the rule of men's actions; and 
are any ** of the works of the law?“ Do they ſeek 
righteouſneſs by their doings? Let them now appeal 
to the ſearcher of hearts, that they never broke this 
law in thought, word, or deed, but loved and ſerved 
God perfectly, without fin, all their lives; then may 
they claim life by the law; but this is impoſſible. No 

ian living will be juſtified in this manner; but the 
law will forever condemn all who have broken it, yet 
have neglected the great ſalvation revealed in. 

The book of the go/pe!. In this bleſſed book © the 
law of faith” is revealed; it is declared, that he that 
believeth in Jeſus ſhall be faved; and happy will it be 
tor thoſe who are found true believers; who, having 
known their ruined and helpleſs ſtate by the law, have 
tled for refuge to the grace of the goſpel, and believ- 
ing in Jeſus for righteouſneſs, are found in him.**. 

Beſide theſe, the book of God's remembrance will 
be opened. God, who knows all our actions, and all 
our ſecret thoughts, records them in his book. No- 
thing 
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thing done by man, » hether good or bad, is forgotten 


for it is written, that “ he will bring very foried ten 
thing into judgment,“ and ** that for every 1 idle word {ib1 
that men ſpeak, they ſhall render an acco wo 8 doo 
Exactly agreeing with this, will be the bock of N 
conſcience, which ſhall alſo be opened; or, in 5 ine Rin 
words, every man ſhall ſtand convicted in his own ble! 
conſcience, that he is guilty of every charge brow: 7 for 
againſt him by the law. At preſent ſinners take ey tle an 
notice of their fins; and if they feel little remorſs and 
of conſcience, ſoon forget it; but at the zrear 3 : frie! 
they will all ruſh upon the memory. Confoients lad] 
ſhall ferve inſtead of a thouſand withe!Ts; « 4. 28 goo 
the Scripture ſpeaks, © every mouth ſhall be ſtoppe a this 
and all the world become guilty before God.“ BH, trar 
But, bleſſed be God, there will be cue more haok obſc 
opened, and that is, the 679k of life, containing Het prod 
the names of all the pcople of God; even of those of, 
who were choſen by the Father to f. vation, redeom- nas 
ed by the blood of Chriſt; and who Were C: alle 5 re- lev: 
newed, and fanCtined by the Holy 8 pir it. Fler will "REG 
be found the names of all thoſe people wii were co evid 
vinced of their fin and miſery, A on account ef the) 
their abominations, and who being enligatened in 0 
the knowledge of Chriſt, came to bir a by precious for 1 
faith, for lite and falvation; and who proved the truth _ 
of their faith by the ho! ineſs of their lives and con- 17 
verſation. the 
Now hear from the word of God what will be the for 
ſentences; pronounced on the aſſembled w 711, at that why 
awful period. When a poor criminal at the a , ne 
tried fur his life, what a ſolemn moment is that, when uon 
filence being deman ed by an o cer of the cour!, 12 
every voice is huthed, a J every eye is fixed on the 1 
judge! Each of us ſhall tne. become, not a fp<Cats =p 
of another's trial, but an ex pectant of our own ten- 00 
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tence; that ſentence which ſhall fix, beyond the poſ- 
ſibility of an alteration, our happy, or our miſerable 
doom. 

Now, hearken | Matt. xxiv. 34. Then ſhall the 
King fay unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blelled of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world: for | was 
an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink,“ &c, &c. Let us take care, my 
friends, to underſtand this aright; for many have 
ſadly miſtaken it. We are not to imagine, that ſuch 
good works as are here mentioned merit heaven; 
this is not only contrary to the whole goſpel, but con- 
trary alſo to the meaning of this place. You are to 
obſerve, that the judgment here repreſented is of 
profeſſors of the goſpel: all the perſons here ſpoken 


of, both at the right and left hand of Chriſt, are ſuch 


as were called by his name, and profeſſed to be be- 
levers in him: and when it is faid they are judged 
according to their works, it means, according to the 
evidence of their works; that is, whether the faith 
they pretended to have, brought forth good works or 
not. | he ſentence paſſed is not for their works, nor 
for their faith neither. Ihe kingdom they receive is 
not their wages, but their inαννut¹eα ; not merited, as 
it were yeſterday, but „ prepared for them, before 
the foundation of the world; and they were prepared 
for it, not by their works, but by the grace of God, 
which united them to Chriſt, led them to believe, 


and enabled them to bring forth the fruits here men- 


tioned, namely, works of love to the ſaints; not mere 
works of humanity ; but of love to the poor deſpiſed 
ſaints of God, becauſe they bclonged to Jeſus. Theſe 
happy perſons yon fee had no proud thoughts of the 
merit of their actions, for they humbly cry, © Lord, 
when ſaw we thee hungry and gave tlice mcat.”? &c. 
But 


| 
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But O how awful is the other ſentence, “ J hen 
ſhall he fay unto them on the left hand, Drpart, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels!“ O what a word is that“ Dep art.“ 
What! depart from © hriſt? Depart from the foun— 
tain of all happineſs? It will be to the condemned 
finner the molt dreadful word that ever ſonnded in is 
ears: and yet, how dreadfully juſt! for it will be {41 
to that finner, who, in his beart, has faid a thoufan 
times to Chriſt, ** Depart from me, for 1 deſire not it? 
knowledge of thy ways.” 

This ſentence will be pronounced againſt theſe 

rofeſſors of religion, whoſe pretended faith did not 
e forth the fruits of love to the ſaints. Sins of 
omiſſton only are here mentioned; neglecting to help 
and relieve the poor and afflicted members of Chri't, 
And if this will be ſufficient ground of condemnation, 
what think you will be the lot of perſccators, who in- 
ſtead of feeding, clothing, and viſiting the members of 
Chriſt, robbed them of their food, raiment, liberty, 
and life? What will be the portion of drunkar.|:, 
fwearers, whoremongers, ſabbath-breakers, an the 
whole herd of profane and vicious finners? Such. we 
are elſewhere aſſured, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of heaven, but muſt have their portion with cenie 
and damned ſpirits, 


APPLICATION. 


When St. Paul “ reaſoned of righteoufnels, tem. 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled.” [is 
a heathen judge tiemble, and ſhall a Chriſtian be hd. 
pid and unaffeted? *'* Behold he cometh with clouds. 
Every eye ſhall ſce him!'“ Your eyes ſhall tec him. 


You have received the ſolemn ſummons thus das. 
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What will you do? If wiſe, you will act like Noah, 
« who being warned of God of things not ſcen as yet, 
moved with fear, builded an ark to the ſaving of his 
houſe.” If unwiſe, you will be like his infidel neigh» 
bours, who laughed him to ſcorn, and periſhed in the 
flood. If ever you would with then to be numbered 
with the ſaints, now lay to heart the ſolemn truths 
you have heard, Retire a little from the buſtle of the 
world, and from the company of the gay. Endeavour 
to realize the important ſcene. O think of the tre- 
mendous day, and the miſerable ſtate of poor Chriſt- 
leſs ſinners. “ Thoſe who are then found Chriſtleſs, 
will alſo be ſpeechleſs, helpleſs, and hopsleſs. How 
will their hands hang down, and their knees knock 
together? O what pale faces, quivering lips, and faint- 
ing hearts! O dreadful day, when the carth ſhall be 
trembling, the ſtars falling, the trumpet ſounding, the 
dead riſing, the elements melting, and the world on 
fire!“ 

This ſcene, ſo tremendous to the ſinner, will be 
the moſt happy and joyful that was ever known, to 
the humble behever in jeſus. The ſecond coming of 
Chriſt is ſpoken of in Scripture as a moſt defirable 
event; and true Chriſtians are deſcribed as © loving his 
appearance,” and ſaying, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly.” And would you not wiſh to call this great 
and glorious Judge your friend, and to be owned by 
lum at the great day? Well then, know, my friends, 
that he 18 now ſet before you in the goſpel, as an all- 
lufficient and moſt gracious Saviour. He is now as 
gracious as he will then be glorious. Why would you 
keep at a diſtance from him? His blood can cleanſe 
you from all your paſt ſins, though deeply dyed, as 
lcarlet and as crimſon. He came to ſeek and fave 
ſuch ſinners as you. Look then to him and be ſav- 


ed. Come but to him, he will not caſt you out. Be- 
lieve 
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lieve in him, and he will be your friend. Your e fins 
buſineſs in religion 1s to fly to your Saviour's arms, 
and find ſalvation in his blood. He will then give 
you his Holy Spirit to ſoften your heart, ſubdue your 
iniquities, and enable you to bring forth thoſe works 
of love, which he will graciouſly own and reward in 
the great day. | 

Let the thoughts of “appointed death and judg- 
ment” be duly improved by the believer. What 
watchfulneſs, what ſeriouſneſs, becomes us! Let us 
be concerned to bealways ready ; daily walking hum- 
bly and cloſely with God: fitting looſe to all created 
objects, from which death may ſo ſuddenly ſeparate 
us; and having our affections let on heavenly things, 
to which death will ſo readily tranſmit us. Look on 
death as a diſarmed foe; a ſerpent which may hiſs, 
but cannot ſting. Look on judgment as a moſt de- 
firable event; when ſoul and body being united, and 
made perfect in holineſs, {hall be openly acknowledz- 
ed, and for ever made happy in the full enjoyment o. 
Chriſt to all eternity. 

Bleſſed be God, tor Jeſus Chriſt ! 


Ang 
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ind MATTHEW xxiv. 46. 2 


And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſiing Puniſiment; 
but the Righteous into Life eternal. 
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MATTHEW xxiv. 46. 


And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſiing Puniſhment ; 
but the Righteous into Life eternal. 


HAT there are two eternal ſtates, the one of 
happineſs, and the other of miſery, in one of 
which each of us will ſoon be fixed, is a truth which 
moſt men profeſs to believe. But if we look at the 
actions of moſt men, and theſe ſpeak louder than 
their words, we are forced to ſay with the ſcripture 
—“ all men have net faith.” A true belief of an 
eternal hell, and an eternal heaven, cannot fail to 
make us fly from the one, and endeavour to ſecure 
the other. But even where we may hope there is a 
ſettled belief of theſe things, it muſt be ownel, 
through the cares and labours, or pleaſures of lite, 
they do not make ſo ſtrong impreſſion upon us as 
they ought, nor are we ſo diligent in our preparation 
for eternity as we ſhould be. It will be theretore 
profitable for us to conſider thoſe two ſtates of he!! 
and heaven, which are ſpoken of in the text; which 
tells us what will be the immediate conſequence of 
the ſentences which Chriſt, the great judge of quick 
and dead, ſhall pronounce on all mankind, at the 
great day. To thoſe on his right hand he will ſay, 
& Come, ye bleſſed;“ to thoſe on his left, Go, e 
curſed.” The ſentence will be no ſooner pronounced 
than executed. Theſe laſt ſhall go away into everlait- 
ing puniſhment, but the righteous into life eternal. 


de 


* 


The very word Eternity ought to fix our attention 
on this great ſubje&. O that it may have as good an 
effect upon every perton here, as it had upon a lady, 
of whom the following ſtory is related by ſeveral 
authors: A lady, who was fond of gaiety, fpent 
the whole afternoon and evening with a party at 
cards, and other vain amuſements; and, returning 
home late at night, found her waiting-maid dili- 
gently reading a religious book, Happening to look 
over her ſhoulder, the ſaw what it was, and faid, 


Poor melancholy ſoul, why doit thou fit here ſo 


long poring upon thy buok? After this ſhe retired 
to bed, but could not ſleep : ſhe lay ſighing and weep- 
ing for ſeveral hours; being repeatedly aſked by her 
ſervant what was the matter, the burſt into tears, and 
faid—O, it was one word that I ſaw in you book 


that troubles me; there I faw the word Zternity. God 


grant, my friends, that we may now fo conſider 
eternity, that the word may not be a trouble to us, 
but a pleaſure! In order to this, we muſt, Fit, 
Conſider the ſcripture account of hell; that fo 


we may eſcape it; and, Secondly, I he ſcripture 


account of heaven, that ſo we may be put upon 
lecking it. 

Firſt, then, let us turn our thoughts to the account 
that the word of God gives us of hell. It is true, it 
is an awful ſubject, and wicked men do not love to 
hear of it : but if they cannot bear to hear of it, how 


will they be able to endure it? Our Saviour, in the 


text, calls it Everlaſting puniſhment. 

[tis puri/hment. Now punithment is a pain inflicted 
on account of the breaking ſome law. Hell is the 
priſon where the breakers of God's law will be con- 
uned and puniſhed. God has made known his will 
in the ten commandments. Theſe require us to love 
and ſerve him; but being fallen creatures, and unable 
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of ourſelves to do it aright, he has alſo given us In, 
goſpel. Herein Chriſt is fet forth as an all- ſufficicn: 
vayiour able and willing to fave us from the guil: 
already contracted by our fins; and to renew aid 
lanctify us, that we may comply with his with 
and ſerve him acceptably. This is certainly our rea 
ionable ſervice. But the ſinner refuſes it. He is! A 
itrongly bound with the cords of his fins, fo in love 
3th the luſts of the fleſh, ſo beſotted with the love 
of the world, that he perſiſts in his fin, notwitliſtand- 
ing the warnings of God; and neglects falvation, 
thougha thouſand times invited and intreated. Thus 
he lives and thus he dies. What muſt be the conte- 
quence? God is juſt, as well as merciful. His Jaw; 
cannot to be diſpenſed with. The finner has no 
room to complain. He was warned; he was n 
but he choſe the ways of ſin, and now he mutt ta 
the wages; for © the wages of fin is death.” Not the 
death of the body only, for good men as well as bad 
men die; but the ſecond death, the death ot tlic val, 
in its everlaſting ſeparation from God, the fountain 
of life and happines. 
This is the import of that awful word depart. In 
he preſent world, whether men Know it or not,“ 
heir comfort flows from his favour. God is the cli: 
good, and the ſource of all the good in the world: t 
is he who has made creatures what they are. It :: 
ſun which fills the world with light; it is his Dow. r 
by which man ſubſiſts, and enjoys his ſenſes and his 
health. It is from his creatures we get our food: and 
raiment; and though wicked men forget God 1: 
their mercies, they are nevertheleſs from him, and 1 
their proper tendency lead to him, for“ the good.: 
neſs of God leadethi us to repentancc.“ But in he!l, all 
theſe comforts will be withdrawn. They dic not an. 
{wer tlicir purpoſe to ſoften the hard and rebellious 
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heart to obedience ; and now, the ſeaſon of trial, and 
the day of grace being over, there is no end for 
which they ſhould be continued. 

But it is not the loſs of bodily comforts only that 
the damned muſt ſuſtain; they muſt for ever loſe 
the infinite pleaſures that the redeemed will enjoy in 
the preſence of Chriſt, and in the ſociety of che bleſſed. 
This indeed they do not value now; but they will 
then. They will then plainly ſee that heaven itſelf 
conſiſts in the preience and favour of God. They 
will have a tormenting proſpe& of the happineſs of 
others: ſo Dives, in the parable, is repreſented as 
ſewing ** Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bo- 
ſom:“ and this will aggravate their miſery, as it 
would that of a man periſhing for hunger, to ſee 
others feaſting; or, as our Lord exprelies it, Luke 
xv. 28. © There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom oi God, and 
vou yourſelves thruſt out.” 

The puniſhment of %% is not all; there is the 
puniſhment of ene likewiſe; hell is not only the 
lols of happineſs, but it is the ſenſe and feeling of 
the moſt exquiſite ſufferings. Take an account of it 
trom the lips of Jeſus Chriſt himſeli; tpeaking of 
hell, he ſays, „Where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.” This is the deſcription he 
Lives of it over and over again, in Mark ix. By 
the worm that dieth not”? is generally underitood 
che gnawings of a guilty conſcience ;- or that painful 
remorſe which ſinners will feel, when they remember 
the fin and folly which brought them to hell. Thus, 
in the parable, Abraham ſpeaks to Dives, and ſays, 
don, remember that thou, in thy life time, re- 
celvedſt thy good things.” ä 

Memory will be a dreadful ſource of miſery. ** Son, 
member!“ ſaid Abraham to Dives. Poor ſinners 
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will remember the good inſtructions they received 
from their parents, the faithful ſermons they heard 
from their miniſters, the ſolemn admonitions they 
had from their own conſciences. They will remem- 
ber what fabbaths they miſpent, what mercies they 
abuſed, what judgments they flighted. They will 
remember with what contempt they treated ſerious 
piety ; and in vain will they wiſh to be in the place 
of thoſe they once deſpiſed. It will be intolerable 
for them to reflect on their folly in parting with 
heaven for ſuch wretched trifles. How deſpicably 
\mall'will the pleaſures of fin then appear to them, 
They will not be able to bear themſelves, when they 
think for what they have loſt their God, and heaven, 
and their ſouls And this will fill them with the moſt 
horrid rage and fury. They will be inwardly racked 
with envy, hatred, and reſentment againſt God, 
againſt their tempters, againſt the companions ot 
their fins, and eſpecially againſt themſelves. 

But heſides this inward torment, or the worm 
that never dies, there will be outward torment, or, 
te the fire that is never quenched.” The nature of 
this fire, or the place where it is, are matters of fooliſh 


curioſity; our buſineſs is not to amuſe ourſelves with 


ueſtions about it, but to take care to avoid it. God, 
who ſuſtained the companions of Daniel in à hot 
furnace, ſo that they were not ſcorched, can cafily 
ſupport life in the burnings of hell. The wrath cf 
God, who, as an avenger of fin, is “ a conſuming 


fire, is the hell of hell: and © who can tell the power 


of his anger! Our utmoſt fears of it come ſhort of 
the truth. A ſpark of this fire in a guilty con- 
ſcience is intolerable, for “ a wounded ſpirit who 
can bear?” Job, in his affliction, cried, The 
arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poiſon 
whereof drinketh up my ſpirit : the terors of G od 


ſet themſelves in array againſt me.” : 
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What will terribly add to the greatneſs of theſe 


ſufferings is, that they are without any intermiſſion, 


or mitigation. In the greateſt miſeries of this life, 
God is graciouſly pleaſed to allow ſome intervals of 
reſt; but of thofe in hell it is ſaid, Rev. xiv. 11. 
„They have no reſt day nor night.“ Think of this, 

ou who never ceaſe from fin, but do evil day and 
night; the damned have no reſt from their torment. 
Dives aſked but a momentary alleviation of his tor- 
ture, when he defired that Lazarus might be ſent 
« to dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool his 
tongue ;” but even this was denied him. 

This, my friends, is a very ſhort and ſlight account 
from the ſcriptures of truth of the dreadful ſuffer- 
ings of miſerable ſinners in hell. And who, in his 
ſenſes, would venture upon ſuch a courſe of liſe, as 
muſt lead to one hour's ſufferings of this kind ? But, O, 
it is not an hour, it is not a day, it it is not a week, it 
is not a month, it is not a year, it is not ſeven years, 
or fourteen years, or an hundred years, it is not a 
thouſand years, it is not merely as long as from the 
foundation of the world to this * O how would the 
damned rejoice, if ten thouſand years might finiſh 
their miſeries ? but it is for ETERNITY. Do 
you ſtart at the word? Itis Chriſt's word. Chriſt 
lays in the text, “ theſe ſhall go away into everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment,” In vain do letter-learned men tr 
to reaſon away the ſolemn truth, and leſſen the du- 
ration of future puniſhment; Chriſt ſays it is eternal; 
and uſes the very ſame word to fignify an eternal 
heaven as he does to expreſs an eternal hell; (for the 
words are the ſame in the original) beſides, it is faid, 
Rev. xiv. 11. The ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth 
up for ever and ever;” and our Lord alſo declares, 
their worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched,” 
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Tremble, ſinner, at the? wrath fo come.” That wtatt. 
which is now coming, and will ſoon be here, will 
even then be wrath to come.” When a million 


million million years are paſt it will ſtill be © wrath 


to come, becaule it thall never have an end! 

O that we could impreſs upon you a laſting idea of 
Eternity! Suppoſe all the vaſt ocean to be diſtilled by 
ſingle drops, and a thouſand years to paſs between 
every drop; how many millions of years would it take 
to empty it? Suppoſe the whole world to be made up 
of grains of ſand, and one grain only to be taken away 
in a thouſand years; how many millions of years 
would it take to remove the whole? We cannot 
count how long: yet we may ſuppole it may be done 
in a moſt immenſe length of time. Suppoſe it 
done. Suppoſe the ocean emptied, drop by drop. 
Suppoſe the globe reduced, grain by grain, to the 
laſt ſand, But would eternity be ſpent? Would 
eternity be leſſened ? No, not at all. It is a who's 
eternity ſtill; and the torments of the damned won 
be as far from an end, as when the reckoning began. 
A minute bears ſome proportion to a million years; 
but millions of millions bear no proportion to 
eternity. | | 
Sinner, have you reaſon? Have you common ſent! 
Have you ſelf-love? Summon up your powers then, 
and determine this moment, whether you had beſt go 
on in the way of fin, for the ſake of your ſhort-lived 
pleaſures, thus to be repaid with everlaſting woc; or 
whether it will not be your wiſdom this moment to 
forſake them, and, by the grace of God, choofe the 


way to eternal lite 


Before we proceed, ſtop, and take a view of .. 

= 29 
Will any man but a fool „ make a mock of ſin, 
when he ſces what its wages are? Is that © a madman 


who caſteth about arrows, firebrands, and death, and 
| {aith, 
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ith, Am I not in Sport? He is ten thouſand times 
more mad who ſports with fin, and laughs at that 
which fills hell with groans and tears. Be perſuaded 
not to trifle as many do with the names of hell and 
damnation, Many, who cannot bear to hear theſe 
in a Sermon, uſe them in a jeſting manner, in their 
common diſcourſe. This is one of Satan's ways to 
ruin ſouls. People ſport with theſe things, till they 
forget their importance, and find, too late, that they 
are ſerious matters, | 


„Who laughs at fin, laughs at his Maker's frowns ; 
Laughs at the ſword of juſtice o'er his head; 

Laughs at the dear Redecmer's tears and wounds 
Who, but for fin, had never groan'd nor bled!“ 


% Awake then, thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.“ Fly, 
inner, from the wrath to come.” © Eſcape for thy 
life, look not behind thee, tarry not in all the plain, 
leſt thou be conſumed.” Think, what a miſerable 
ſoul in hell would give to be in thy preſent ſituation, 
Think, how hell would reſound with joy, could the 
good news of ſalvation be preached to loſt fouls. 
Well, Sirs, they are preached to yov, This day is 
ſalvation come to this houſe. As yet, there is hope. 
Chriſt came to deliver from the wrath to come, It 
may be, you were brought here at this time for the 
very purpoſe of being warned to fly to the refuge. 
Chriſt is a mighty Saviour. Nothing is too hard 


tor him, „Come then, for all things are ready.” If 


God has made you willing, depend upon it he will 
make you welcome. Who can tell! inftead of being 
tucl for everlaſting burnings, it may be ſaid of you— 
ls not this a brand plucked out of the fire?“ 
We now gladly turn to the more pleafing part of 
of our text“ but the righteous into life eternal.” 
| Wie 
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Who are the righteous? „ There is none righte- 
ous” upon earth, faith the ſcripture, *“ no not one” 


—that is, in himſelf : a righteous man, and a ſinner, 


are two contraries ; to be righteous, 1s to keep the 
law perfectly, which no mere man ever did; and no 
fallen man can; for all have ſinned:“ fin being 
the tranſgreſſion of the law.” How then can any 
man, being a ſinner, become righteous ? There is 
but one way. It is by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
put to the account of an unrighteous man. TI his 
righteouſneſs Chriſt wrought out by his perfect obe- 
dience to the law. This righteouſneſs is held out 
in the goſpel; and when a ſinner is convinced that 
he wants it, and muſt periſh without it, he comes 
to God for it; God gives it him; he receives it by 
faith, puts it on, wears it, lives and dies in it, and 
being found in Chriſt,” he is admitted, in his wed- 
ding garment, to the marriage ſupper of the Lamb. 

The perſons called << righteous?” in the text had 
thus put on Chriſt; and the faith whereby they did 
ſo, wrought by love. The context ſhews how their 
faith wrought by works: they loved the members of 
Chriit for Chriſt's ſake, and ſhewed their love to 
him, by helping them in their afflictions. Theſe are 
the perſons who go into life eternal. 

What is heaven ? A carnal man can have no idea 
of it. It is not a Mahometan paradiſe, where the 
laſts of the fleſh may be indulged. No; © life end 
immortality are brought to light by the goſpe!;” 
and there we find it conſiſts in a complete deliyerance 
from all the evils of the preſent ſtate; and in the en- 
joyment of all that can render the ſoul perfectly and 
for ever happy. 

Need we be told that © man is born to trouble?” 
This is our ſad, and only certain, inheritance ; ming- 
led indeed, with athouſand undeſerved mercics. But 
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all the ſorrows of a believer ſhall ceaſe at his death. 
No more exceſſive labour and fatigue. No pinching 
want and poverty. No painful, irkſome, loathſome, 
diſeaſes. The inhabitant of heaven ſhall not fay, I 
am ſick.” Nor ſhall any of the numberleſs forrows 
of mind, we now feel, follow us to glory, We ſhall 
not ſuffer in our own perſons, nor ſhall we ſuffer in 
or by our relations and friends. We ſhall “ drop the 
body of fin” in the duſt; and we ſhall no more be 
the grieved ſpectators of fin in the world. God 
ſhall wipe away all tears from our eyes; and there 
ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying ; 
neither ſhall there be any more pain, for the former 
things are paſſed away, Rev. xxi. 4. 

But this is not all. Our knowledge, which is now 
ſo very ſmall, ſhall be wonderfully increaſed. It is 
eternal life to know God; but O, how little do we 
now know of him! but“ the pure in heart ſhall ſee 
God,” and know, in a moment, more than all the 
learned could attain in many years. We ſhall 
know, even as we are known.” But the heaven of 
heaven will be the preſence of Chriſt, being we. 
Chriſt, and beholding his glory. This is what Chriſt, 
13 Mediator, prayed for in behalf of his diſciples. 
This is what Paul longed for, and wiſhed to depart to 
enjoy. And what will render the viſion of Chriſt ſo 
very excellent is, that we ſhall be like him, when we 
ſee him as he is. Even our bodies, when raiſed from 
the dead, ſhall be made like unto his glorious body, 
Add to this another moſt defirable bleſſing; the con- 
ſtant company of the ſaints. Believers ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; with the prophets 
and apoſtles; and with all the redeemed of every 
nation. The employment of glorified ſouls will be the 
lame, only in a far faperior degree, as they delighted 
in on earth. But what tongue can tell, what heart 
can 


, 


HELL AND HEAVEN. 


can conceive, what God has prepared for them that 
love him; we muſt die to know what heaven is. Sut. 
fice it, for the preſent, that it is perfect happineſs, 
ſuited to the children of God; and that it is eternal. 


APPLICATION. 


What can be ſaid to engage our regard to religion, 
more than what has now been read to you. Life and 
death, bleſſing and curſing, heaven and hell, have been 
ſet before you. Surely one thing is needful,” even tlic 
care of the ſoul. . Is there a dreadful hell? Well; wc 
have been warned of the danger, and adviſed to fly to 
Jeſus, the only deliverer from the wrath to come. 1; 
there a glorious heaven? We are invited to leck it. 
There is but one way to heaven, and Chriſt is that 
way. O what a Saviour is Jeſus? Can we, who de- 
ferve hell, avoid it? Yes, glory be to him, he ſhed 
his precious blood to redeem his people from it. His 
perfect righteouſneſs is the only title to glory; and this 
righteouſneſs is theirs, who believe in him. T here 
muſt alſo be a fimeſs for this holy ſtate, and this is the 
work of his Spirit. If we are found among the re- 
deemed, we owe it to the Father's love, the Son's ſal- 
vation, and the Spirit's grace. God grant that we 
may ſo hear his word, at this, and at all times, that, 
mixing faith with it, we may profit thereby; and, 
*« growing up into Chriſt in all things,” may ſerve and 
enjoy him here, and finally have “ abundant entrance 
afforded us, into his everlaſting kingdom and glory.” 
Nov, to the God of our falvation; Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, be univerſal and everlaſting praiſe. Amen. 


4 


